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PREFACE. 


. i- HOUCtH mucli has been alrcatlv 

1/ 

wrltlcn refpoi^ing the coramiinicatkm bc- 
twcciV Great Britain ami her Indian 
pollcfsions, yet, as tbofc [xkl'cfsions have 
within a lew years been much (extended, 
the fubject of courfe becomes additionally 
interolting; and any work that may, even 
in a Imall degree, -tend to facilitate that 
communication, will, no doubt, be ac- 
ceptable to tbofc who arc in any way con- 
cerned, in trade, or by other connedtions, 
with the East. 

When the Author undertook this jour- 
ney, he had not the mod diftant idea that 
his remarks would ever be required to ap- 
pear before the public; for, liad he enter- 
A 3 tallied 
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tallied fucli a prefumption, he miglit hartr 
written more fully, and would ^Vtainly 
liave been more particular in his 'inquiries^ 
What he did write was always oft the fpot, 
from day to day, and was chiefly confined 
to circumftanccs which fell under his own 

obfervation^ 

Many perfons may be apt to inquire, 
what motives could have induced a man 
to undertake fuch an uncommon route, 
with the certain profpedt before him of 
many fatigues and dangers, particularly 
when, without even a lhadow of pecuni- 
ary advantage, he muft ncccifarily incur a 
confiderablc expence. 

In truth, curiofity was the prime mover 
to this enterprize. The Author went to 
Inixia by fea, and having occafion to re- 
turn to England, wiflied to vary the' 
feene, inftcad of coming back by way of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

Having been accuftomed to an adtive 
life, therefore, having always lived tem- 
perately, 
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perateljr, and enjoying a good ftate of 
healthy was induced, vChen at Bom- 
bay, li> embrace an opportunity which 
then offered of returning by fhipping as 
far as Bitssora, though at a feafon when 
the pafTage had perhaps never before been 
attempted, being generally tliought iin- 
pratfticable ; truftingto Providence and his 
own exertions, and polTcfsing that entcr- 
•prifing fpirit which enables men to fur- 
mount difficulties and dangers that to 
more timid minds appear infupcrable. 

\'arlous journalifts have written on the 
different routes over-land (as it is vulgarly 
called) from India, each very naturally 
recommending the route adopted by him- 
felf; thus, feme dfefcribe that by way of 
Suez and Cairo; fome again, tliat over 
the Great Defcrt to Aleppo ; others have 
recommended to pafs up the Euphrates 
as far as Hilla, then to Bagdad, and 
after that through Assyria, Armenia, 
&c. &c.; but all have been unanimous in 

• 

declaring, that this latter route was per- 

A 4 fcdtly 
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fct5lly impracticable in the mooLhs 1‘roKl 
April to Septenfliber. 

The following niecls^will .^Vve to prove, 
that it is practicable at all feaibns. If the 
traveller pafs through Arabia in winter, 
when it Is temperate, he W'ili find it cx- 
cefsively cold among, the .-high mountains 
in Armenia, If he fuffer a little from 
the cxccfsivc heat of the fummer in Ara- 
bia, which may he juflly faid to be the 
liottcll place in the world, he will find 
the refl: of hi$ journey temperate and 
pleafant, which may be faid to be, in 
fome racaiurc, a rccompcucc. When the 
Author was in Arabia, at midfummer, 
the fruits were in full feafon, and they 
continued in that ftale all the way he 
came to Vienna; and fruits arc in Ihofe 
climes a very great luxury. 

As few Europeans can readily accuftora 
Ihcmfeives to the Turkhh manner of 
living, or of accommodation, the Author 
could not recommend a belter route to 
Bagdad than the one by which he came, 
3 particularly 
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IX 


particularly if the traveller be incum- 
bered baggage. If he Ihould 

be entrufted with difpal<;h‘es, and celerity 
be defirable, 'the Author would advife him 
to leave Bussora on horfeback, and come 
up the Great Defert in a llraight line to 
Mil LA, accompanied by an Arab* Sheik, 
or a Chookadar*, apd only two atten- 
dants. In this cafe, he Ihould be pro- 
vitfed with a very light tent to fleep under, 
a quilt to throw over him, and a fmall 
quantity of coffee, bifeuit, &c. By this 
mode of travelling, he may eafily reach 
Bagdad in fix days; it requires great ex- 
ertions, howeycr; and few men are able 
at lirll to bear it, particularly if their con- 
flitutions have been enervated by the 
Juxurics of the East. 

To any one who may adopt the route 
deferibed in this work, the following 
MINI'S OF INSTRUCTION may not be 
unacceptable. 

* An officer Ln the army, of a rank about equal to 
that of a ferjeant. 


At 
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At Bussora, he ihould equip bimfelf 
in all refpe<Slsr like the Atabs^ il^ will be 
nec^lary for him, as foqn as he embarks, 
or even before, to fuffer his beard to grow; 
but, as it may be uncomfortable to wear 
his beard at full length, it will be fuffi- 
cient if* he do but preferve his muftachcs. 
•This, however, muH d)e, particularly at- 
tended to, and can by no means be dif- 
penfed with ; for, though a man without a 
beard might be fafe in a large city, or in 
any civilized place, yet in a journey of this 
nature, wherein he will often meet with 
barbarous wandering tribes, who would not 
hefitate a moment about putting him to 
death if they Ihould difeover that he was 
a Fringui*, he will perceive the necefsity 
of imitating the Arabs in drefs as nearly 
as pofsible. 

As few Europeans have any knowledge 
of the Arabic language, particularly as it 
is fpoken in Arabia, he will be much at 

* A term applied to Chriftians in general. The 
Arabs call Europe Fringuiftan, 

a lofs. 
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a. lofs,v eCpe^ally when he has none but 
Arabs abovft him. He will, therefore, 
find it ufeful Tto have with him a kind of 
vocabulary, to enable him to aik ufeful or 
ncccffary queftioris. 

While the Author was proceeding up* 
the Euphrates, lh$ Hie, and the Ti- 
gris, he compiled a fmall vocabulary for 
his* own ufe, which found, afterwards 
of infinite fervice. 

When the traveller arrives at Bagdad, 
he will find that the Englifii are more 
refjiectcd than any other nation ; he will 
therefore feel the necefsity of ailing in 
the moft honourable manner in every 
tranfa6lion, that he may fupport the dig- 
nity of the national chara<9;er; for fuch 
is the illiberal way of thinking among 
thefe people, that Ihould an individual of 
any country adt meanly, the people wquld 
condemn all his nation ; and the bad con*^ 
du6t of one perfon might thus endanger 
the lives of hundreds of his countrymen, 
who might adopt the fame route. 


From 
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«• 

3Lil 

Froirti Baqdao there is but one mocFe bf 
travelling, which is under the guidance 
and prote<5lion of the Tatars, or melfengcrs 
of government. Thefe h^ten are under the 
immediate orders of thc'Balhaw and his 
minifters; but are at all times ready to 
enter info any contradt with an individual, 
which they ufually make very profitable 
to themfelves, particularly when they have 
to conduct thofe who are enabled to ob-. 
tain firmauns*; for, by virtue of thefe, 
the Tatars are enabled to take fcveral 
horfes and attendants, and a large quantity 
of merchandize on their return, which 
pays them very well. In the Author’s fir- 
maun it was intimated that he was an 
Englith Conful, which enabled his Tatar 
to obtain guards (free of expence) when- 
ever there was danger to be apprehended 
from the W'andcring tribes. This is by far 


* Thefe give the Tatar and traveller a greal deal 
. of authority over the people, particularly over thofe 
who are appointed by government to accommodate.the 
Tatars. 


the 
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4tli€ iiifeft way of .travelUhg, as the perfon 
a Conful is feldotn infult^. 

Great care, Kdwever, thould he taken 
when an agieement is al)out to be made 
with a Tatar. It is advifable to ^ay him 
only half of the money agreed for at 
Bagdad, that he may have an intcreft in 
delivering the traveller fafe at Constan- 
‘^•iNOPLE. Care fhould be taken alfo, that 
the Tatar does not engage to carry mer- 
chandi^t'c for anyone, which he will do if 
pofsible. 

The neceflaries which the traveller takes 
ihould be comprcflbd into as narrow a com- 
pafs as pofsible. A little tea, coflec, and 
fugar, will be fcrviceable in the winter 
fcafon ; and fomc fpiiits, either brandy or 
Jiollands, may be ufeful ; but he thould by 
-no means be encumbered with either of 
tlicfc in fummer,' as it would be highly 
dangerous to drink any fpirits in that cli- 
.maite in the heat of that feafon. The 
Author himfelf drank very little betide 

water 
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water aii4 ^Ir,' between Bvs^oka and 
CoKSTAI^TjibrOPLIS. 

The traveller fliould ^ equipped in the 
fame mann^ as the. Tatar, which will al- 
ways eqfure him refpect* Some have at- 
tempted to travel under the charadter of 
the Tatar’s fervants (the Armenian mer- 
chants in particular do this); but the Au- 
thor confiders it as too degrading for thb 
character of an Engtithman; The Tatars, 
who are accu domed to travel very fall, 
ufually nde the hindmoft horfe of the 
company, and whip the other beads to 
keep them going. This diould never be 
permitted ; but whoever attempts a jour- 
ney of this kind IhouM be. a good horfe- 
man. 

The traveller ought not to encumber 
himfelf with fpecie, except about half a 
dozen piadres, to give as prefents to thofe 
who may render fome little fervices. He 
will, it is true, be often folicited for gifts, 
but fhould always refer the applicants to 

his 
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bis Tatart 

will not apply a ieo6tid tini^. It is mudi 
more prudent to Jjike bills drawn by the 
merchants, which* will ufually meet due 
honour, while they offer no temptation to 
robbers. 

From Constantinople, if the tra- 
veller be unacquainted with the language, 
^t will be neceflbry to engage a Janizary 
to conduct him to the frontiers, who will 
be paid in about the fame proportion as 
the Tatars. 

It has often been a fubjecl of inquiry, 
which is the fpeedicfl: method of forward- 
ing difpatchcs to and from India. The 
Author is of opinion, that the route by 
svhich he came muft be the moft expedi- 
tious for forwarding difpatcbes to India. 
When the meffenger arrives at Bagdad, 
he can fet out immediately in a Kirail'e 
down the Tigris till he reaches the Hie, 
down which he will proceed till he enters 
the Euphrates. By this channel he may 
be able to icacli Bussora in three days^ 

which 
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%vb)cb than going 

by Isnd to Htlt'X) from tItOnee 4 own 

the Eupheates, 

The «fuat mode of forwarding dif- 
patches^from India is by the way of Bds- 
soRA, over the Great JOefort to Aleppo ; 
fiom thence to Conrtantinople, and 
afterward*, by tlie German poft to Vienna 
and Hamburgh. This is certainly done 
at an eafv cxpencc, and much lets than by 
way of Bagdad ; but the latter w'ould, 
no doubt, be a quicker route in c.ile of ' 
jKCifity, as the Aiabs ai( obii^^(J to 
crofi lh( (heat Helctl o** caiGd'*. 





A 


JOURNEV 

T,,Au, ENCLASD. 


o» 4{i0 iHAY 1797, at eight 

p^ii. left filoMlt'AYy and embarked on 
board the country fliip Peail, K. Spence, 
Mafter, bound to Bussora ; having in 
company James SteVens, Efq. in the 
Civil Service, Capt John Rbid, late 
Commander of the Pi inceli Royal India- 
maiif and Mr. James Morley. 

■\Ve had plcafant weather and fmooth 
water, with light airs from the W. . W. 
and N. W. . which continued till the 
Jiith, whtn we wcie in lat. ir, 9^. 
^orth, and 62% 16% Eaft longitude. It 
.then began to grow cloudy, and the 
wind incrcafcd. 




On 
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the! 15th, in North lat, 14 , 



had a irdh W. by a 

heavy fWfell from the N. W. and a ftrong 


current fetting to the 



On thp 17th, at half pall one, 
paired a fmall Ihip bearing £aft, iJiilant 
about a quarter of a mile 4 . fun- 

rife, fhe bore S. S. E. dillant five 
miles. We fuppofed her to be an Ar^b 
ftiip, calk'd - the Morning Star, With 
fre/h breezes from the N. W. the fhip 
ran at the rate pf feven and eight knots. 


On the 1 8th \vc had ftrong gales from 
the Well, and the weather cloudy. At 
two A. M. wore Hiip to the Southward, 
fuppofing that we were in foundings. 
Thick and hazy all round, with a very 
heavy fwell from the N. W. 


On the 20th, in 23”. 20'. North lat. had 
a light breeze and pleafant weather, the 
Ihip going five and fix knots, and the wind 
from the S. S. W. At one, P. M. faw 
5 the 
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the land, bearing from Heby E. to 
N. . di^nt about fiire leagues^ and fcveral^ 
Arab Jb,dats; arili at five, P. round* 

ed Cape : Ra's-el-6at. At fun-rife, on 
the 2 1 ft, t^OTArab boats came along-fide 
v^tb fifli, which we bought at a very 
moderate price. At feven P. M. ’the 
wind 1^. S. E. fhip going four knots, ob- 
fe;fved" sfc^’dow in chafe of us. ;from her 
manoeuvring (fomelimcs hauling her 
' wind, at others failing free), we fufpe^ed 
her to be a pirate. She failed remark- 
ably fall, and in an hour was in our 
wake, diftant a cable’s length. She then 
hailed us. Our feapoys immediately 
fired a volley of mufquetry into her, 
when Ihe hauled her wind and ran iu 
/hore. 

On thc241h, at day-break, the Great 
Quoin bore S. W, by S. diftant about 
four leagues ; extremes of ’the Ifland of 
Kishme, from W. N. W, 'to N. W. 
diftant feven or eight leagues; and the 
Ifland of Ormus bearing N. by E, 
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now faw l^'enty-two dows in chafe 
of ViS ; fomc of the fmall ones, failing very 
faft u|>oii a wirid, foon caiiieTtf^ -with us 
within a calc’s length. They wer^' full 
of men, who were ail armifcd ; we thc^e- ^ 
fore beat to quarters and prepared for 

- • t ' m ^ 

action, though many of the large vclTels 
had great guns on board. The fttialler 
ones tliat had come up with us appeared 
atraid to brgiii the' attack till the largeV 

had reached them. We were to wind- 
ward of the large dows; and, as a freih 
brcc;zc' fjjrung up from the Weftwardi 
and thofe veflels are obliged to wear in- 
ftcad of tacking, they made much lee- 
way, by which circumfhnice W’e were 
enabled to keep a-head. 'Jhey conti- 
nued to ehiifc us till two P. M. when 
W'c laid very lirong gales from ihcN. W. ; 
and, many of the large dows dropjiing 
' to It'cward very fah, they gave up the 
chafe, and ran bcliind the ifland of 
Kisiime. 


The gale increafing, w'c kept the fea, 
beating to windward under double-reefed 
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topfaild, not choofing to anchor in 
for fear of again meeting'* with our ene- 
mies. 

On the we faw a large fl\ip In 

Sharas Roads, under Arab colours. 

We continued beating to windward 
amongft the illands on the Per/ian fide 
Of tlie Gulph, the wind ufually blowing 
from the N. W. till the 30th at noon, 
when the extremes of tin: PfTfian Ihorc 
'bore from N. N. W. to 'E. by S. diltance 
four miles. It was now calm, and fo 
continued for about twelve hours, du- 
ring which time many loculls hew on 
board; a common indication of thong 
gales from the N. W. which accordingly 
occurred the next day at three A-. M. 
when, the weather being hazy, we fud- 
denly ran foul of a large Arab dow clofe 
under our tliip’s bows. ,She had a boat 
towing-aflern. Our bower anchor booked 
her high poop and tore it up, carrying 
&way our fprit- fail-yard, the chain of 
the thank painter, and the bolts out of 
the larboard bumpkin. The Arabs im- 
B 3 mediately 
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mediately fell to prayers* and let the 
dow drift to leeward. At fup-rife we 
faw her in a very (battered (latK 

On the 1ft of June we had very heayy 
gales from the N. W. the (hip pitching 
very mueft, and making more water than 
iifual. At eight P. M. furled the top- 
fails ; and at nine, the gale becoming, 
more moderate, fet clofe-reefed fore and 
main-top-fails, and continued working to 
windward up the Perlian (ide of the , 
Gulph. 

On the ^th of June, In 28^ 56'. North 
lat. faw a large white mofque on the 
Perfian (hore, bearing E. N. E. diftant 
three miles, with a town and feveral 
groves of date-trees along (hore. At eleven 
A. M. faw the low land about Bushire, 
bearing N. by W. AV^c had now a mode- 
rate breeze from the N. AV. ; and on the 
5th, at fix P. M. we anchored in Bushire 
Roads in four fathom water, the town 
bearing Ea(t. The Captain immediately 
went on (hore in the pinnace, to procure 

an 
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RD ordor .from the Sheik for the fliip to 
receive a pilot from the illand ,6f Car- 
rick, .^liich order coll^ 200 Bombay 
"rupees. In the roads we found an Erig- 
lifti btig call^d'the Baflein, belonging to 
Captatp "Tor IN, chartered by the go- 
vernment of Bombay to take hale goods 
and difpatches from Bombay to Bussorah. 
She had failed from Bombay three weeks 
before we did; and Captain Torin in- 
formed us, that he had been captured by 
twenty-two dows near the ifland of 
Kishme ; that he was two days in their 
hands; that when they took him, two 
large dows, one on each IrIc, boarded hhn 
with above 100 men each, beating their 
tom-toms, and giving their war- yell ; tliat 
the weight of the men made his vefTel heel 
very much ; but they had, after plunder- 
ing him by taking away his powder and 
his pump-gear, with fundry other arti- 
cles, relcafed him, partly on account of 
hi? belonging to the EngliAi Eatt India- 
Company, but chiefly in" compliance 
with the intercefsion of a paflenger, bro- 
ther to the Nabob of Masulapatnam, 
B a Mufl'ulman, 
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a MiilTiiIman, who could fpeal^a little 
Arabic. The Arabs told the Captain* 
thaf they were at war with thte^EjvfAUiit 

of Muscat, and had miftaken liis Vell’el 

» 

for the Morning StaK belonging to 
Muscat. The fame veflels-h^ two 
years before captured a French brig, 
coppered, which was then lying behind 
Kishme; and about feven years back 
had made prize of another ftiip called 
the Beigly Bcig, from Bengal for Bus- 
soRA, and which was ftill lying on the 
rocks behind the Quoins on the Arabian 
lliore. We now learned that the large 
Jhip which we faw in Sharas Roads 
was a man of w'ar belonging to the 
Emaum of Muscat, W'ith above 1000 
men on board, fent to cruife againfl the 
dows. 

On the 6th, at four P. M. got under 
way. At three A. M. tacked; dirtance 
otV Carrick three miles. At four A. M. 
hovc-to till day-light, when we made 
fail with light airs from the S. W. the 
lead conftantly going. At five A. M. 

in 
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in 16 and before we had time to 

take another ca^ft with the lead, the fhip 
ftruck.on ^ reef of whke coral roUcs^ 
and ftuck faft. Wc founded aroiihd the 
and found lOJ- feet water forward, 
5f fathoiSi- aftern, and 4 J fathom abreaft 
the main-mad. It was near high water 
when the ftruck, and the Ihipdrew about 
15 feet water upon an cren keel. We 
hftifted out the pinnace and long-boat, 
and carried out the beft bower anchor 
aftern, which wc let go in 10 fathom 
water, and attempted to heave her off. 
Not fucceeding, however, wc fired two 
guns, and fent an Arab (one of the crew) 
on fliorc to the Sheik for afsiflnncc, 
Meanw’hile W'c flriu'k the top gallant 
yards and malls, and threw Hone ballall 
overboard. At nine A. M. tiic Sheik 
Sui. LIMAN, with fix boats and a hun- 
dred men, canic to afsiil. Wc employed 
ail hands in liglitening the fliip ; loaded 
the fix boats with rice, putting a feapoy 
in each to guard it ; and made many al- 
tdnipls to heave the Ihlp off, but to no 
purpofe. At noon there came on a firong 

brce;te 
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breeze from the N. W . ; zjid had W9 not 
been upon a weatiier the ihip muft 

int^ritabiy have gone to picdSsV/' 

q 

On the 7th, Rt four P, we' weighed 
anchor with the . long boat, • Carried it 
further «out, brought the cable to the 
caprtan through the cabin windows, and 
had it taught. The Sheik and his 
people ftayed on board all night, the boats 
with the rice lying at anchor near the 
/hip, and a feapoy remaining in each. 
At half part five A. M. of the 8th, the 
wind flill blowing frefti from the N. W. 
fet the top-fails aback ; and, the tide 
riling much higher than on the preceding 
evening, hove the /hip off without having 
received any apparent damage, not mak- 
ing more water than iifual. We now 
took the rice on board, cleared the Ihip 
as- foon as pofsible, weighed, ran off Car- 
rick Town, and anchored in H fathom. 

Captain John Reid and myfelf went 
a/hore in a country boat, to try if we 
could /hoot any antelopes, of which there 

were 
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were inapy oji ifland, having firft ob- 
tained the Shci£t*s pcrmifsion. Wc took 
with iis »tWp Arab guides, and prefciiHy 
faw about twenty' antelopes, which, how- 
everj were fo very ftiy, that wc could jiot 
get near enough to have a /hot ; nor do I 
think it pofsible to take them Without 
hawks, the mode ufually pra6lifcd in 
thofe countries. The fwifte/l grcy- 
hotinds would be of no ufe, for the an- 
telopes are much fwiftcr of foot than any 
animal I ever faw before. They are of a 
light fawn colour, about the fize of a 
goat, but with longer legs, and have 
fmall horns almoll crc6t. 

We dire^ed our walk to the higheft 
part of the i/land, which appears to have 
been a volcanic jjrodu6lion, having coral 
rocks and fea /liclls on its very fummit ; 
and in many places great quantities of 
lava have run down towards the fea. 
Mere is plenty of good vvatcj', but very 
little vegetation, except near the fprings. 
Being on Hiore in the middle of the day, I 

found 
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'f 

found the heat much greater thari I had 
*€^r exp(?rienccd in 

Oh our return to thd fliore, tVe found 
the Sheik dividing among his pcoplp the 
fifteen bags of rice which lie had received 
from Captain Spence for his trouble. He 
feemed to be pcifeclly fatisfied with the 
quantity, though it a])pcared to Captain 
Reid and niyfelf to be but a fmall ''re- 
compenfe for the important fervices he 
had rendered in faving both fhip and 
cargo. 

'Hie Sheik was about fifty years of age, 
but could neither read nor write, lie 
begged of us to give him fome fmall 
Ihot, which we did, and added to it all 
the powder wc had with us. We were 
ajfo flrongly inclined to have given him 
both our fow'Iing-piccrs, could we pofsh- 
bly have fpared them, fo much were we 
plcafcd with the good man’s condudV. 

The ifland of Car rick, which con- 
tains between fix and feven hundred in- 
habitants. 
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habitants^ is abt>ut twelve miles long and 
feven broad. It- ^bounds with goats, but* 
has very few cows, and no bcafrs Hf 
jJirey. Nor are there any fowls, tame or 
wild,, except Hock and turtle doves, of 
which we rtiot fevcral. It produces very 
few vegetables, particularly at thiiffeafon, 
the heat being fo inlenfe a'< to dellroy all 
vegetation, except in the immediate vici- 
nity of water. Wheat, rice, and barley, 
however, arc grown, but not in fuiii- 
cient quantity to fupply ibe inhabitants, 
the principal part of whole food is filli, 
which they catch in abundance all round 
the illand. 'l licrc is alfo very tine turtle, 
but the natives do not eat it. 

On the 8th, at tlircc P. M. a pilot, 
named Zodun, having taken charge of 
the Ihip wdth )iis traiikey*, we vveighed 

* A veficl about the fize of a Pctcr-boat, {harp at 
both ends. It is bvsilt of very rough pieces of wood 
rudely put together, and covered over ' with a thick 
coat of bitumen, with wMch the country abounds. 
I'hefe veffcls fail very faft either end firft, having nci 
diftiiiLbon of head from (tern. 


and 
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and made fad with hm^c.. from 

Weil, liland 

chimed Korq^^K^ the PeF0ah;ihp'fe, 

^ > .■' A ■ 

. i 

-■? ' ' .t 

On the 9th and 10th we had li|^t«>and 
variable airs, and were often obliged, to 

anchor, not being able to ftem the tidp. 

\ 

On the 10th, at midnight, the pilot fent 
his trankey to found for the bar. 

At fix A, M. of the 11th, faw the 
trankey at anchor in 2* fathom, bearing 
N. N. E. diitant three miles, with her co-» 
lours up, a fignal for her being on the 
bar. At eight A. M. wcigiied and made 
fail, the land bearing N. W. At eleven 
A. M. erofied the bar 21 fathom for two' 
calls with the lead, then 3, and Sf the 
reft of the way over. At noon faw the 
entrance of Bussora River, N. W. dift- 
tant off fiiorc three leagues. At half paft 
one P. M. anchored in five fathom ; and, 
while we were at anchor, a great many 
pelicans hovered about the Ihip. 


MONDAY, 



ENGLAlfD. 



'■#- ‘ 

. Got the fliip under way about one 
A. M. and made a very good tide’s work," 
gaining about 12 leagues. 

At nine o’clock Captain Reid and 
myfelf went afliorc on the Arab fide of 
the river, taking with us our guns ; but 
we only lliot a few wild pigeons, pro- 
cured fome eggs and greens from the 
Arabs, and bought a bullock for fix 
piaftres. The extent of our walk inland 
did not exceed about half a mile, which 
fpace was planted throughout with 
date-trees, the male trees being gene- 
rally planted North Weft of the fe- 
nfitales, becaufe the wind ufually blow's 
fwm that point. The males are very 
eafily didinguilhed, being^ higher than 
the females, and not fo full of leaves at 
the top. The ground is full of cuts for 
the purpofe of letting in the water from 
the river at tide-time ; for without this 

th9 
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tiic dates would not thfriV^,’as they re- 
quire much moir^rc. 

. -f- 

After we had palled through the plaii-^ 
tation, we entered fomc village^ 'bn, the” 
edge of the Dcfcrt, beyond^ which neither 
trees nifr other vegetation were to be 
fecn. All our prolpc<^:l confilled of a 
burning dcfcrt covered with a cruft of 
fait, making a noife under the feci finii- 
lar to that can fed by walking on frozen 
fnow. 

AVithout being on tliorc in the middle 
of the day, and at the feafon near Mid- 
funimer, a ftranger to this country could 
not pofsibly form any idea of the heat 
upon the Dcfcrt. Ihc bare feet of an 
European would be blitlercd in a mo- 
ment, and 1 felt fome inconvenience to 
mine, even through a pair of llrong 
boots. 

The hoiifcs here arc built of clay, and 
(Covered wdth the leaves of the dale-treCt 
2 The 
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- The inhabitenis' are very numerous, and 
moli of 4hem' h^ye weak eyes, occafioned, 

'*'■ ’ ^ j.' 

proJ)ably, by the reflection of the fun 
upon the defert. Their drefs is very fim- 
ple^ that of the men being in general no 
more' than a woollen cap to defend the 
head from the fun ; and a coarft woollen 
cloak, with fhort wide fleeves. I fhould 
obferve, that an Arab always wears his 
Woollen cap, though he has often no other 

cloathing. The woman’s drefs is equally 

fimple, being only a few yards of blue 
^cotton cloth wrapped round them. 

Thefe people have numerous flocks of 
cattle, llieep, and goats, which they drive 
every morning at fun-rife to the river fide, 
where they find very good pafture. They 
are watched all day by men, women, and 
children, who frequently amufe them- 
felves by bathing in the river; for an 
Arab, when he has an opportunity, will 
bathe five or fix times a day.' The flocks 
are always driven back at fun-fet to the 
villages, where they remain all night. 

C Every 
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Every village and fixed tefidence is fur- 
rounded with a lofty mud to defend 
it from beads of prey, particulafly lipns, 
which are here very numerous. 

a 

The Arab women were not fo- fliy as 
we expected to find them. They feemed 
much entertained by the novelty of our 
drefs, and very civilly offered us milk, 
bread, &c. Their bread is in cakes, but nOt 
fine ; and their milk is not very ^>alatable 
to an European, being curdled ahd quite 
four. It immediately turns four after fun- 
rife; but we found that the Arabs pre- 
ferred it in that Hate. Being much 
amufed with the novelty of the feene, 
we remained longer on Ihore than we 
intended. The Ihip, however, getting 
under way, fired a gun, and hoifted a 
fignal for us to return on board. 

On the Perfian Ihore are the ruins of a 
-very large and ancient city, extending 
about twelve miles along the banks of the 
•riveri and containing many tombs wbi^h 

fiill 
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ftill appear entire. We were informed, 
that this city deftroyed by the Peffian 
Emperor, Nadir Shah ; and among the 
ruins we defcried feveral wolves. ■ 

• 

The tide not continuing fo long as we 
expected, we had only gained about 
twelve miles before we were obliged to 
anchor at three, P. M. the wind blowing 
ftrong from the N. W. 

In the whole extent from the fea to 
this part of the Perfian fide of the river, 
there is very little culture, and but a 
thin population. It appears, however, to 
have been once well cultivated ; there are 
fiill many embankments to prevent the 
river overflowing the country, and nu- 
merous canals to water the ground, fimilar 
to thofe on the oppofitc Arabian lliore. 
As to plantations, we only faw a few 
flraggling date-trees, which, being neg- 
lected, bore very little fruit. 


C 2 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 13i 

We weighed anchor thi^ morning, at 
two o’clock; but the wind ftill blowing 
frefli froni the N. W. and very little flood 
tide, we only gained about five miles, and 
anchored again at five. 

We now faw numerous herds of cattle, 
fheep, and goats, with a great many 
horfes, on the Arabian fide of the river. 
An Arab Sheik, or a man of any coiife- 
quence, ufually keeps fevoral horfes ready 
faddled, in cafe of any alarm, and is al- 
ways ready to ride off at a moment’s notice. 
Thcfe horfes are fed with grafs cut by the 
fide of tlie river at low water, or on fome 
of the iflands, which are very numerous. 
Por this purpofc they make ufe of large 
baikets, covered with a coat of bitumen, 
. which eflediually keeps out the water, and 
two men will paddle in them at a tolerable 
rate. Some of thcfe bafkets are large 

enough 
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enough to carry a dozen people, and are 
frequently nf^as ferry-boats. 

The wind increafing from the N. ‘W. 
we.were not able to move with the after- 
noon’s tide. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14. 

This morning at three o’clock, the 
wind falling a little, we weighed, ran 
about fix leagues, and anchored again at 
feven. The tide now falling off very 
faff, and the wind ftill blowing from the 
N. W. we had no profpeft of reaching 
Bussora for fome time. Capt. Spence, 
therefore, difpatclied an Arab fervant with 
a letter to the Company’s Refident at that 
place. 

On the Arabian fide of the river the 
culture and population were nearly the 
fame as before ; but the Perfian fide had a 
better appearance. Vegetation was^ there 

C 3 much 
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nauch txioreJouriAiing; Rt fuivfet, a 
confvdcrable tribe, with theif ’flocks,’ began 
to pitch their tents, not appearing to have 
any fixed refidence. They lighted fires, 
which continued burning all night, • 


THURSDAY, JUNE 15. 

Weighed anchor at three o’clock; but, 
the wind continuing as before, only gained 
about fix miles. The Perfian fide of the 
river improved in its appearance, having 
a few fmall villages clofe to the river fide, 
and fomc date-trees. It being rather 
fwampy, there were alfo a good many 
willows, and a few elni-trecs. 

The Arabian fide, too, looked better than 
what we had lately pafled, being cultivated 
farther from the river. The date-trees 
being planted about ten feet from each 
other, and full of leaves at top, afford a 
very good fhadc; and the people are en- 
abled to cultivate the ground during th.e 
whole day, without fuffering much in- 
convenience 
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convenience iro^ the heat of the 
which but of tM ihside, and in the uiiddle 
of the day, is at this feafon not to be en- 
dured. We found here a very ftrong 
brdTwn ibil, which does not appear to want 
any manure, nor do the Arabs at this 
place ever make ufe of any. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 16 . 

Got under way this morning at four 
o’clock. The wind continuing as before, 
and very little flood tide, we only gained 
two leagues. 

The Perllan fide of the river now exhi- 
bited a high degree of cultivation. . We 
.faw many inhabitants and numerous flocks 
and herds ; but had not much intercourfe 
with the people, as they are not fo much 
to be trufted as their oppofite neighbours 
the Arabs. They are a very ftrong, robuft, 
hard-featured people; and their drefs is 
nearly fimilar to that of the Arabs. A 
C 4 piece 
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Ij^ece of blue callico, about five yards 
lipng, is the whole of the wotpah’s drefs, 
and the children are entirely naked. The 
jnen have a very ferocious appearance, 
and will deftroy whomfoever they can 
overpower, which renders it impossible to 
travel much in this country. Wild hogs 
are very numerous among the marfhes, 
and there are various kihds of game In 
great plenty, which affords fine fport to a 
Ihooting party ; but it will be always ne- 
ceflary to go in a confiderable body, and 
never very far from the river, to avoid 
being cut off by the favage inhabitants. 

The Arabian fide of the river was near- 
ly the fame as before, except that the 
canals were cut farther inland, which im- 
plied of courfe more cultivation. Some 
of the canals are very broad, and I crofsed 
over fevcral in tlie wicker bafkets before 
deferibed, which are indeed very conve- 
nient where there is not much current. 


lATVRPAY, 
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SATURDAY, JUmS 17. 

Got the thip under way this morning 
at fire o’clock ; but for want of wind, only 
gained about two leagues. 

A party of us went out a-fliooting on 
the Arabian fide of the river, but were 
not very fuccefsful in our fport. Extend- 
ing our walk inland about three miles, 
we found the whole well watered by 
means of canals from the river, and the 
population was very great. The dates 
and other trees afibrded an agreeable lhade, 
and made our little incurfion very pleafant. 
We found great abundance and many va- 
rieties of garden vegetables; feme of them 
European, and fevcral peculiar to the 
country, Befide the dates, which are 
the chief fupport of the inhabitants, there 
were great quantities of ' pomegranates 
nearly ripe; red and white grapes, fome 
of them ripe ; an abundance of oranges, 
jimes, and lemons, but none of thefe had 

attained 
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attRined maturity. Thci® were alfo many 
weli'tafted apples, chiefly of the kind 
called codlings, hut a little tweeter than 
thofe in England. We took with us about 
a buihel of thefe, for which we paid a 
very tricing fum. 

I was very much pleafed with this little 
journey; and, though I had lately b^cn 
in the ifland of Ceylon among the 
cinnamon, in the Travencore country, 
and in every port on the Malabar coall, 
I certainly fhould give the preference to 
this place; for the abundance of various 
kinds of fruits, the fragrant fmell from 
the oranges, lemons, and fweet-feented 
Ihrubs, and the agreeable fhade of the 
lofty date-trees, rendered it a moft de- 
lightful fpot. 

t 

The inhabitants, too, were remarkably 
civil. There being no regular road, we 
frequently loft our way; and they would 
very readily offer their fefvices to conduct 
us into the right path. 


We 
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We had, however, one advantage, 
which ftrangers to this country can jfeJdom 
enjoy; I mean in having feverai Arabs 
belonging to the Ihip, who could interpret 
for iw. Wc therefore never went on fliore 
without taking fome of them with us. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 18. 

Weighed anchor this morning at five, 
rah about two leagues only, and anchored 
again at nine. 

At half paft three in the afternoon I 
fet out for Bussora by land, with an 
Arab guide. We were frequently flopped 
on the road by foldiers ; but my guide al- 
ways fatisfying them, I was permitred to 
jjafs without molcflation. Many of the 
inhabitants feemed to view me with aflo- 
niflimcnt; and in all probability fome 
of them had never feen an Eftropean be- 
fore, this part being out of any accuf- 
tomed road, and where no one can travel 


on 
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pn lioi-feback on account, of the numerous 

canals* 

The country through which I paffcd 
had a delightful appearance, being* well 
watered, and in luxuriant vegetation. Ex- 
tenfive crops of wheat, barley, and paddy, 
WTre nearly ripe; and of fruit and ve- 
getables the quantity was immenfe. The 
city of Bussora is fupplied from this 
neiglibourhood, and the Turks and Arabs 
confume a very large quantity in propor- 
tion to their other food. 

After walking about ten miles, at half 
paft fix o’clock I reached the Englilh fac- 
tory at Bussora. Here I obtained a 
horfc, and a guide, alfo mounted, and 
fet out immediately from Bussora for 
Margill, the country refidcnce of Sa- 
muel Manesty, Efq. the Refident. 
This {lands about three miles above the 
city, and is plcafantly fituated on the 
banks of the river. 


I remained 
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I remained a week at Margill,. dur- 
ing which time I experienced every 'mark 
of civility and hofpitality. 

•If* 

Mj. Manesty fills the office of Refi- 
ilent with great ability, and is dcfcrvedly 
eilceined by every one who has tfle plca- 
furc of knowing him. His conduct, in 
every inftance, is molt truly that of an 
Englijh gentleman; and he has rendered 
Government very ellential fcrviccs during 
the prehut war, by feizing the French 
drfpatcl 5CS, and preventing that nation 
from carrying on any corrcfpoiidence with 
India by land. 

During my flay I frequently vilited the 
city of Bussora, which is very large 
and extremely populous. The Bazar, dr 
Market-place, is near two miles long, 
and appears to be well fupplied. It 
abounds with drug-, of various kinds pecu- 
liar to the country, and which, though 
of confiderable value in Europe, may be 
bought here at a moderate price, money 
2 being 
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being of more value here than in many 
other countries. 

European manufa<Stures are • fcarce and 
dear ; and the people ' prefer ihofic of 
England to all others. Our fiiperfine 
broad cfoth, and our watches, will fell for 
more than double what they coft in 
England. 

• 

The length of the city W'alls, from the 
river toward the Great Defert, is about 
four miles, and from North to South about 
three miles. The walls are chiefly built 
of clay, and of courfe cannot make any 
very flout refiflance, particularly agaiiifl 
artillery. Of this, however, there is very 
little in the country ; in the city, I ob- 
ferved only ten pieces, moftof them brafs 
indeed, but only two or three of them 
ferviccablc. Being expofed to the fun, 
the carriages were dropping to pieces. 

Here arc feveral mofques and minarets, 
many of which are very handfome build- 
ings. 
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ings. Some of the latter are entirely 
covered with variegated tiles* which hav^ 
a very lingular appearance. Moll of the 
public buildings, as mofques, minarets* 

and hummums, are built of brick r but 

the Englilh factory is .now by far the beft 
Arudture in the whole city. 

Within the walls are feveral vacant fpots 
not built upon, and which appear to have 
been occafioned by fire. The huufes in 
general are very indifferent, being chiefly 
built of clay with a fmall proportion of 
bricks. Their timbers are the trunks of 
date-trees, not fqiiared, but round, and 
in the fame ftate as when brought from 
the plantation: tliey arc alfo very foft 
and fpongy, and will not laft long. The 
very thick walls, and thefe clumfy tim- 
bers, fonn together a very uncoutii piece 
of architecture. 

The roofs are flat, and furroijndcd by a 
parapet. Here the inhabitants fleep du- 
5 ring 
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ring the fumtner feafoh, in the open Rir< 
To an European every houfe appear^ like s 
prifoiT^ as it can receive no light from the 
becaufe it has no windows. Every 
houfe forms a fquare, arid the inhabitants 
have no communication with their neigh- 
bours. * AVithin the fquare are ' various 
offices; fomc under ground, where the 
people retire during the heat of the day. 
The kitchen, the water, and not unfre* 
quently the horfes, are kept on the 
ground floor. The hall, where they re- 
ceive company, the harem, and many 
.other offices, are on the fccond, which 
has generally a galleiy fiipported by pil- 
lars continued nearly round the inflde of 
the whole building. They have generally 
two flights of ifeps ; one leading to the 
hall, w'here alone ftrangers are admitted ; 
the other leading to the harem, to which 
none but the family can have accefs. 

Women of the higher clafs are feldom 
feen out of doors ; but when they do go 

but. 
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out, they are alWays veiled* Many of 
the Arab women, particaflarly of the 
lower clafs, expofe their faces. 

•f ' * 

Both men' and women Haves are fold 
publicly in the Bazar. I have before 
fald, that the city is very populoifs. The 
majority of the people arc Arabs , the red 
are Turks and Armenians. The Turks arc 
mdftly men of fome confequcnco, cither 
being officers in the army, or holding 
fome other pods under government. The 
Armenians arc the mercliants, and fome 
of them arc very refpcctablc. 'I hcy have 
a confidcrable trade with tlie East Indies, 
and chiefly to Bengal. In this trade 
fcveral fhips are employed, the larged of 
which docs not exceed 400 tons, on ac- 
count of a difficulty in crofsing the bar. 
r The Ihips from Bussora to Bombay, or 
> Bengal, ufually receive a full cargo, 
the greater part of which ebufids of cop- 
per in fmall cakes and drugs- of various 
kinds ; and the Bombay ffiips generally 
takb dried fruits. It is very feldorn, how- 

D ev^r, 
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.^evcr, that a veflcl fails to any part of 
India without taking a confiderable num- 
ber of, Arab horfes. There arc many in- 
flances of Ihips carrying away lilver, in 
bars and fprcie, to the amount of twenty 
lacks of rupees, the fpccic chielly in 
Spani/]» 'dollars Piiid Venetian fequins. The 
grcatell part of the trade of tliis branch 
of the Turkith empire is in the hands of 
the Armenians, who, when they havo a 
contiderahle funi on hand, in order to 
prevent the 'J'urks from laying hold of it, 
(which is fomctiines tlic cafe) export it 
to India, wlicrc they often receive 12 
per cent, interell, 'J’he intercil is ufually 
remitted back in piece goods, with which 
tli(’y luj)ply the greateft part of the 
'J'uikifh empire. A confiderable quan- 
tity of fugar and rice alfo is frequently 
imported from India. The fpecie is fent 
here by the Armenians to their corre- 
fpondonts in moll parts of the empire; 
confiderable fums likewdfc are often fent 
from Constantinople. Thcfeare ufu- 
aliy forwarded under the care of the 

Tatars, 
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Tatars*, melTengers of government, who 
reccfve a handfome premium for their 
trouble. TheTatarSj however/ are fonie- 
times robbed and flain by the wandering 
tribes, wlio in formidable bodies infeft 
the greater part of the Tiirkifh dominions 
in Asia. An inflance of this happened 
only a month ago, when a Tatar, return- 
ing from CoNSiv* ntinople to Daodad 
with GOOD Venetian fequins, \\ a-i attacked, 
robbed, and murdered, between Diar- 
BEKiR and Mosul. 

With refpc6l to the Ara'os, the inofl 
mmicrous clafs of inliabitant?, there are a 
few retpcCtable men amongif but 

great numbers arc cxtreiuely i)oor, la- 
bouring very bard forfmall wages. tVith a 
very little pay, however, tlicy arc enabled 
to fupport their families; for tlicir drefs 
colts them little; and their food conlitts of 
dates, bread, and water, with which they 

* Ufually, but very improperly, printed Tartar. 
See.“ Campbell’s Journey over-land to India,” and 
other virorks. ' It is pronounced Tata/^ the accent 
being on the laft fyllable. 

D *2 are 
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'are perfectly fatisfied ; andindeed, though 
their 'jfofod is fo Ample, they have, gene* 
rally fpeaking, twice the Arength of 
Europeans, and are able to endure much 
more fatigue. <; 


V . , 

The Areets in this city are fo extremely 
narrow, as frequently to admit only one 
horfe at a time ; added to which, they are 
in many parts fo very rough as to make it 
difficult for horfes to pafs. 

Here is a Roman Catholic Church, a 
tolerably good building ; and the people 
of that perfuaAon are not in the Icaft mo* 
IcAecI. 

Every perfon wears the drefs of the 
country, particularly muftaches. I met 
here with the famous Armenian Joseph 
Emin, who had been many years in Eng- 
land, and has lately publiAied, in the 
Englilh language, his travels and adven- 
tures, written by liimfelf. He propofed 
going with his fon to Bengal, and thence 
to take him to England. I made him 


an 
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an offer to take his fon with me to Eng- 
LAND, as he would have been a very good 
interpreter, iinderftanding the ^rrtienian, 
Arabic, Turkifh, and Englifh, languages. 
The fon, who was about 17 yeare of 
age, was very willing to accompany me; 
but the father, after deliberating fome 
time, determined on following his origi- 
nal plan. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 25. 

Every thing having been prepared, 
under the diredion of Mr. Manesty, for 
our departure for Bagdad, an Arab 
Sheik, named Abdallah Teef, a very 
rcfpe(ftablc man, engaged to condudl us 
fafely thither; for which we paid him 
1300 piaftres. This fum, it is to be ob- 
ferved, was only for three boats and 
guards, having ourfelves provided a good 
flock of provifions of all forts, with cu- 
linary utcnfils, cooks, and other fervants, 
which coft us 500 piaftres more. 

D 3 
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; The clothes provided for each perfon- 
'• were as follow ; 

1 ArabcameHne, or riding cloak. 

2 Under coats. 

2 Pairs of drawers. 

2 Shirts. 

1 Cumherband. 

1 Turban. 

1 Woollen cap ; and 

1 I'air of vellovv flippers. 

Our boats being brorg! . up 'o Majj- 
GILL, at live o’clock \vc took I'-’-ivt.-. i.,-) 
Mr. Manes'iy, and embarked; Ino 
the boats containing the palltuigers, the 
other boat our additional guards : Imme- 
diately alter embarking, wc were drefl'ed 
fo as exactly to refemblc the Arabs in our 
appearance; and our muftaches were now 
"-own pr('tty lo.) having never lhaved 
fincc we left Ii. 

Every attention v/aspaid U/ our pcrional 
fafety, the Sheik being always in one of 
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our boats, and his brother, Ahmood 
.S oLtAY, in tj^ other. 

i 

As thefe -TEjpats were . admirably calcu- 
Jatod for their intended purpofc, the fol- 
lowing accoun t of them may not be unac- 
ceptabfe ; 

Slefcriptiofi of the boat getieralli/ called a 
Donel", but fomeiimes a Klrajfc, vfed by 
(he Arabs iipoii the rivers Euphrates 
pnd Tigris. 

The extreme breadth is 7 feel D inches. 

The length iVct. It is built of ftrong 

rough timbers at 18 inches dilhinoc, con- 

ncvSlcd by fmall rough pieces of hoard, 

and covered with a coat of hilunien about 

half an inch tliick on tlie ouLlidc, which, 

in cafe of a leak, is very eafily repaired. 

The infide is lined with the fame kind of 

> 

rough boards, none above 3 feet long, and 
of very unequal breadths ; the lining is, 
of courfe, full of holes. — Some of thefe 
boats, inftead of boards, are covered with 

D 4 balket- 



40 A jAURNEy FEOM WlA, 

bafltei-work, having a coat of bitumen 
upon it. — rThey are very iharp at ’<0ach . 
eftd, j^nd fail fall. — ^Theip bare are rough 
polds, having a piece of board tied on 
with* a cord. They have beA^es ftcong 
timbers, which go down to the keel, and 
are aboiif 3 feet above the gunwale ; thefe 
are full of notches, to which they fallen 
the oars with ftrong kya rope ; and by 
thefe means they either faife or lower tlie 
oar, as is moft convenient. They have no 
tiller ; but are enabled to fleer with great 
accuracy by means of a flrong kya rope' 
fattened to both fides of the rudder ; and 
they very feldom ufe more than five oars 
at a time. 

"We had part of the boat, abaft the 
mall, covered with mats to defend us 
from the fun, which wc found of great 
fervice. 

t 

In the fore-part was a place built with 
brick and clay for the purpofe of drefsing 
our victuals ; and this' convenience we 

found 
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found of great ufe, as it enabled us t6 
provide every thing 'lieceflTary without de- 
laying the paffage by frequent landili^. 

TShefe boats ufually go from Hilla 
down the Euphrates to Bussora in three 
days, and are feldom four. From Bagd.ad 
down the Tigris to Bussora they can 
never go in Icfs than eight days, though 
the ftream is much more rapid than the 
Euphrates j but it is above twice the 
length, on account of the many windings, 
and it runs a great way to the Eaftward 
towards Persia. 

We had a very pleafant breeze from the 
Southward, and with fails and oars went 
at the rate of five miles an hour, fleering 
due North till 12 o'clock. 


MONDAY, JUNE 20. 

.The wind decreafing, we continued 
rowing till day-light at thp rate of three 
miles an hour, when we flopped a ftiort 

time 
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tiifie oil liic Perfian fkic of the river, for 
our j^eoplc to rcfrofli. 

Oil the Arabian fide, above Margill, 
there is ncillicr cultivation, inhabitants, 
nor c\cri vegetation, except near the 
banks of tijc ri\er, where we faw a great 
number of camels grazing. Here was alfp 
mucii game. 


'I'lic Pcrfian fide of tlic river had a 
better ap-pearance, exliibiting extcnfii:e 
plantations of date-trees, and many vil- 
lages. 


The river is l-.crc about two miles broad, 
bearing N. N. AV. and S. S. E. 

The tide fettiugdown, and having little 
wind, we were ol)ligcd to track. At ele- 
ven o’clock we erorted the mouth of a 
very large river on the Periian hde, called 
hy the natives Shat-el-Ajam ; which, 
in Arabic, fignifies a river of Persi>v ; 
and they hatl no other name for it. 


At 
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• At one o’clock wc arrived at Corny,, 

the conflux of the rivers KupHRATES.and 

1 

Tigris. Hero wc remained two hours, 
and oblervcd that the 'i’lGRis bore E. N. E. 
ai'id riie Euphrates due W. A Ihip of 
war was moored near the middle, bc^ 
tween liie two rivers, as a guard -thip, and 
to prevent veflels pnising without paying 
cultoms. The two rivers, united here, form 
an immenfc body of frclli wate r. 

From this place to the Perflan Gulph is 
called by the natives Shat-i:l-Arab. 

Tlic tide has A ldoin any infiiu'iice fo 
far as Couny, except at the full and 
change of tiic moon ; and even tiien the 
water isonlv raifeda little; the current is 
not turned. 

' Cor iVY is fujipofcd by fomq learned men 
to have been the feite gf the Garden of 
Eden. Its prefrnl wrctelud appearance, 
however, gives it no pretenlions to the 
name of the Terreftrial Paradife, as de- 
feribed by Milton. It is a fmall village, 

fur- 
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fuirrounded by a mud wall ; containing few 
inhabitants, with very little cultivation* 
There is, indeed, a fmall plantation of 
date-trees between the village and the 
river, and which forms a very agreeable 
ihadc. Here the Arabs fit and fpend moll 
of their time, feeming to depend for their 
livelihood much more on their exactions 
from paflengers, than on their own in- 
duftry. 

The officers of the ciiftoms expelled a 
prefent from our Sheik; but as he had no 
merchandize under his care, he did not 
pay any thing. 

We left Corny at three o’clock, and 
went up the Euphrates, which is called 
by the Arabs Shat-el-Fraate. We now 
crolTed over to the w'cflern banks of the 
river; but having little wind from the 
Eaft, and being obliged to track and row, 
we went at the rate of only three miles ? 
an hour. The country here was y^rf' 
little inhabited, being wet, fwampy, and 
covered with reeds and %villows. I fired 
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at a crane among the willows ; and rn- 
ftantly after the report, a large hertfof 
wild hogs rulhed out, fome of theflh of 
fuch extraordinary lize, that at firft fight 
I coy Id fcarcely believe they were hogs. 
Their colour is. a deep red. In the 
neighbourhood of Bussora fome wild 
liogs have been killed, vvhofc carcafies 
have weighed 10 cwt. Engliih. As the 
Afabs do not cat them, they arc permitted 
to remain unraolcfted. It is faid, that 
they continue growing as long as they 
live; and indeed the immonfe fizeof fome 
of them feems to fan6tioii fuch an opinion. 

At fun-fet we law fcvcral jackalis 
prowling near the banks of the river. I 
fired at one with ball, and killed it. 

Wc continued rowing and tracking till 
eight o’clock, when we made our boats 
faft to the wcuern banks of the river near 
a large tomb, where vve remained, all 
night, but had very little reft, the muf- 
qiiitoes being extremely troublcfomc, and 
the howling of the jackalis, wolves, and 
5 other 
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otBer wild beads, in tljic neighbourhood# 
'.rendering our fituation truly dilmal. , 


TUESDAY, JUNE 27. 

jr 

At day-break we refumed our voyage, 
tracking up the right bank ol’ tlic river. 
The couniry here aflorclccl a pleating pro- 
fpe61, abounding with plantations of date- 
trees and fields of corn. At two o'clock 
we jiahi.’d fevcral Arab encampjucnts, near 
which were great nunibers of cattle, buf- 
faioc'?, iheep, and goats. At three we 
pali'cd a breach in the right bank of the 
river, wliieh lias overflowed the Great 
Defcrt for about three luindrcd miles, and 
has alarmed tlic inhabitants of Bussora 
and that neighbourhood very much. The 
cxccfsivc heat of the fun, with the im- 
menfe numbers of filh and animalcules 
that perilh when it dries up, ferve to pu- 
trify the air, which in general proves fatal 
to great numbers; and hence the Arabs 
call it the xuater of death. 


Here 
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Here were many men employed to ffop 
tlie breach ; but with all their humble eftf 
forts, it appeared that it would be fomc 
time before they would be able to acconi- 
plifh it. Tliey were carrying along cm- 
banlcmcnts made of bundles reeds, 
which were often forced a\vay,:J>y ^hc 
llrcani as foon as they were laid. ‘1’ am 
perfuaded that half a .dozen Engliflimen, 
with proper implements and materials, 
would complete in a few hours what fifty 
of thefe peojde could not finilh in a week. 
• 

At fun-fet we made our boats faft to 
the rieht kinks of the ii\er, on which we 
remained all night; but, as on that pre- 
ceding, we could get very little reft on 
account of the imsiquitoes, and the hor- 
rible noifes made by the wild bcalts in 
the vicinitv. 


WEDNI'SDAY, JUNE ^8. 

•At day-break unmoored, and conti- 
nued tracking as before. Wc palled Icve- 
ii ral 
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fal'inore breaches in tlie banks, which bad 
overiSoTv ed great part of tlie neighbouring 
coi^ntry, and prevented the inhabitants 
from fowing their corn and paddy. We 
likewife pafled fovcral Arab encampn^ents 
with abundance of cattle. Our continu- 
ing' alwajs on tlie fame fide of the rivet 
was matter of choice merely, and becaufe 
we did not perceive any thing interefting 
on the oppofite tliore. The courfe of the 
river is from V/. to W. by S. 

At fun-fot we arrived at a very large 
town on the right bank of the river called 
SuKE-sHUE. Here Mr. Stevens, Captain 
Reid, and myfclf, procured each a muf- 
quito tent, which we found of infinite 
fcrvicc, as it enabled us to get a little 
'fleep, which we very much wanted. 
Tliough wc always laid upon the bare 
ground, w’c were now enabled to fleep very 
comfortably, being relieved from thofc tor- 
menting infedls, by whom I have been 
frequently fo much bitten as to be fcarce- 
ly able to open my eyes. 


THURSDAY, 
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Wb remained at Suk£>smub the ^hote 
day, fome of rhy boatmen havin^.behaved 
impertinently to Ahmood Sollay, who 
drew his tolwa on one of them, and was 
with difficulty prevented from taking his 
head off. Oiir Shdik, therefore, difchargcd 
the boat and crew, and procured another of 
the fame kind< Of courfe, all our ftores 
were to be moved* and a new place built 
for our cook to drefs the victuals in. 

Vte were here treated by our Sheik 
with a dinner in the Arab fafhion. It 
confifted of a dozen and a half of lifli, 
about the lize of mackarcl, fryed in ghie ; 
a dozen boiled fowls ; and cakes made of 
barley flour, frcfli baked, \yith plenty of 
milk. We fat upon the ground, agree- 
able to the cullom of the country, in a 
garden adjoining the river, under the 
fliade of a grove of date and fig-trees. 
The fifti, fowls, and bread, were very 

E fweet 
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and good ; but the milk was four, 
an(f not very palatable to an European. 
Wii^dld not make ufe of knives and forks, 
as in Europe, but ate with our hhgers, as 
the Arabs do, tearing the fowls and fife in 
pieces; and the Sheik feemcd highly 
plcafed *by our compliance with their 
cuftoras. 

i was much amufcd ‘by obferving liie 
dexterity of the Arab women in baking 
their bread. They have a fmall place 
built with clay, between two and three 
feet high, having a hole at the bottom,’ 
for the convenience of drawing out the 
afhes, fometlilng fimllar to that of a lime 
kiln. The oven (which I think is the 
moft proper name for this place) is ufually 
about fifteen inches wide at top, and gra- 
dually grows wider to the bottom. It 
is heated with wood, and when fuffici- 
ently hot, and |^>crfc6tly clear from fmoke, 
having nothing but clear embers at bot- 
tom (which continue to reflect great heat)^ 
they prepare the dough in a large bowl, 
and mould the cakes to the defired fize 


on 
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on a board or Hone placed near the 
After they have kneaded, the cake tc^ a 
proper .conliHence, they pat it a 
then tofs it about with great dexterity in ! 
one hand, till it is as thin as they choofe 
to make it. They then wet one fide of it* 
with water, at the fame time wetting the 
hand and arm with which they pul it into 
the oven. The \yet fide of the cake ad- 
heses faft to the lidc of the oven till it is 
fufficiently baked, when, if not paid pro- 
per attention to, it would fall down among 
tlwj embers. If they were not exceed- 
ingly quick at this work, the heat of the 
„ oven would burn the Ikin from off their 
hands and arras ; but with fiicli amazing 

dexterity do they perform it, that one 
woman wall continue keeping three or 
four cakes at a time in the oven till Ihc 
has done baking. This mode, let me add, 
does not require half the fuel that is 
made ufe of in Europe. * 

SuKE-SHUE is a very large and popu- 
lous town, and the refidence of Sheik 
Twyney, a very powerful Arab Prince ; 

E 2 , „having 
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hating under his government the whole of 
nght banks^ of the Euphrates, front 
Ui^rly as high ks HitLA down to Bussora^ 
He was once in Open rebellion againft the 
Turkifh government, and took poflefsion 
of the city of Bvssora. Being defeated 
by the prefent Bafhaw of Bagdad, he 
fled into Persia ; but afterwards returnee! 
to folicit his pardon ; and as he was much 
revered by the Arabs, and likely to prove a 
powerful enemy, the Bafhaw thought it 
prudent to pardon him, and reinltate him 
in his ^vernment. He was not here, how- 
ever, at this time ; for, being a moll able 
general, he had been fent by the Bafhaw 
of Bagdad, to oppofe the progrefs of the 
Waaby, who is extending his conquefls 
up the wellern lliore of the Perflan gulph, 
almofl as high as Grain, and propagating 
a new religion, which^ like Mahomet, 
he enforces by the fword. 

Tlie Sheik’s army amounts to thirty 
thoufand men; of whom ten thoufand 
are Turkifh foldicrs, and twenty thoufand 
Arab recruits^ 


I took 
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I took a walk with oy| Sheik through 
the town, and went into the Bimr, 
market, whicii 1$ about a mile long. It 
i$ opened at\fun-rife, and continues till 
nine Vclock ; it is then Hiut up, opened 
^ again at three, and continues till /un-fet. 

The Sheik alfo took me into a coflfee" 
lioufc, where I was treated with coflfee, 
after the cuftoin of the country. I was 
alfo obliged to fnioke tobacco, they pre- 
fenting me with a pipe about a yard and 
half long. I fat down on a mat crofs> 
legged, like the reft of the company, and 
they ferved the coflfee in a fmall China cup 
about the fize of half an cgg*nicll ; but X 
could not get either milk or fugar, with- 
out which the beverage was rather un^ 
plcafant, till I became accuftomed to it. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 30. . 

This morning the Sheik who officiated 
in the abfence of Sheik Twyney paid us a 

£ 3 vifit, 
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and brought his daughter with him. 
jiSie was about twelve years of age ; and 
every perfon was obliged to ftand in his 
prefence, except ourlelves and our Sheik. 
1 had here an opportunity of obf^rving 
the refpe^t which the Arabs pay to their 
Chiefs. An Arab of diftindtion, having a 
letter of fome confeqiience for the Sheik, 
prefenled it on his knees, and received it 
back again in the fame pofture, the fecre- 
tary having, after reading the letter, put 
the Sheik’s feal on the back of it. 

The Sheiks and principal people wear 
on the Ic ft hand a neat filver or gold ring, 
in which a fquare ftone is fet, with their 
names engraved on it at full length. On 
this ring they lay a thick ink, till it will 
make a fair iinprefsion, then ftamp It on 
the letter, and this ferves for their figna- 
ture. Some of the ftoncs are red, and 
^ome white cornelians. 

We were much peftered here by a num- 
ber of people having different diforders ; for ■ 

they 
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they imagine that an Eurp|jean can cittfe 
all complaints, and implicitly ^dpi^t 
whatever is prfcfcribcd for them. ' 

Oiir Sheik now engaged to take another 
boat under his prote6tion to Bagdad. It 
contained a few bales of BengaV piece- 
goods, and liad for paflcngcrs an Arme- 
nian woman, with her fon, about fixtccn, 
and two daughters, one about fourteen, 
the other thirteen years of age. 

Setting out from Suke-shue at eleven 
o’clock, and leaving one boat behind, we 
ccofscd tlic river, and tracked up tlie left 
banks till three o’clock, when we rc- 
crolfcd, and made our boats hift near a 
village called Gomcreek, where we 
pitched our tents. 

There being much game in the neigh- 
bourhood, 1 took my gun, and having an 
Arab with me to carry my powder and 
lliot, faw fomc beautiful green birds, which 
I wilhed much to examine. It was not 
long before I brought one down*; but the 
E 4 Arab 
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Aj^ rain immediately and cut off its head, 
cilling out JMiVf meaning that it 
very good to eat. I aftenyairds Ihot feve-r 
ral birds of different kinds, all of which 
the Arab ferved in the fame way, ,nor 

cpuld I prevent him. 

«) 

Several branches of jthe river meeting 
at this place, we found ftationed here a 
Colleftor of the Cuftoms, who was a na- 
tive of Constantinople, on which he 
valued himfelf not a little. He was a 
very great drunkard, and would do any 
^hing tor wine. We gave him a few botr 
ties of Shiras, conlidcring old Madeira and 
old Claret as too good for him. He was 
greatly pleafed with our prefent, and foon 
became intoxicated. 


SATURDAY, JULY I. 

We waited here this morning till nine 
p’clock for one of our boats which had 
been left at Suke-shue; as foon as it 
pame up, we departed. 

5 


The 
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The fiver, a little above this , place, . 
^ery broad, nearly as far as the ©ye cab 
reach ; but in inany parts it is fo very 
ihoal, that reeds make their appearance 
abov© the furface of the water. We now 
altered our courfe to the Eaftward, and 
entered a river called by the Araiks Shat- 
EL-Degela, which communicates with 
another named Shat-el-Hie, being a 
branch of the Tigris. 

I cannot quit the Euphrates without 
taking notice of its falubrious water, wliicJi 
is by much the moft pleafant that I ever 
tatted. Though very muddy when it is 
firft taken up, it foon becomes perfc<5tly 
clear; and wiiile I could get this water, 
I had not the leaft delirc for either wine 
or fplrjts. We continued tracking up the 
river (or rather caiial) called Shat-elt 
Degela till tlx o'clock, when we made 
our boats fatt to the banks, and pitched 
our tents not far from fomc Arab encamp- 
ments. 

Ouf 
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■’^^ur Sheik' reprefented to us, tliat this 
was a very dangerous fituation, and re- 
commended us to keep our arms in our 
tents, in cafe of an attack. We had each 
a gun, a brace of piftols, and a fabre;* and 
our Sheik, his brother, and all the guards^ 
remained under arms during the Bight. 
They placed fome centinels at a dittance 
from the tents for fear of a furprize, and 
palled the watch-word ''from one to .an- 
other the night through. We were not, 
however, molefted. 

To be obliged to havolTeapfen- ; " n • 
fide while lying down on the, n.o, uvth 
to take a little reft, was what, t had iivVcr 
before c\pcricnced. Whoever travels, 
through thefe countries, ought not to put 
fo ntuch value on his life as I conceive 
Europeans in general do where they are 
perfodtly fecure, exce[>t from cafualties. 
This country is in a ftate of perpetual 
warfare; many of the inhabitants, under 
no controul, live in a ftate of nature, and 
are not fufcentible of the nobler pafsions. 

They 
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They murder and plunder, withoufe' 
morfe, ail whom they can overpower, and. 
are at war againft all the world, except 
their own tribe. Such is the prefeiit ftate 
of 'one of the moft fertile countries in the 
univerfe. No traveller is fafe, having 
rcafon to expe<Sl every mopicnt to be at* 
tacked by a fuperlor force ; but when I un- 
4ertook this journey I was perfectly re- 
iigned) and prepared to encounter diffiT- 
culties and dangers. Our Sheik conducted 
. imfeh' !r"oh to our fatisfa^tion, arid did 

power to make us com* 

.r tahk. ^ ■ 


SUNDAY, JULY 2. 

This morning we ftruck our tents at 
day-break, and at eight o’clock arrived at 
the head of the Degel ^ when we en- 
tered a larger river, which is divided into 
two branches: the one that wc went up 
running S. E. the other W. We pro- 
ceeded up this river in a courfe aimed 
due N. 


Whether 
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' ^^lether thefe branches have been cut 
to water the country, or not, is uncertain*; 
but I am inclined to think they have. 
The ground for about forty yards from the 
river is ufually three dr four feet hi^icr 
than it is further inland. This I have fre- 

I 

qucntly pbferved when I have gone 
a-ihooting. The larger branches are often 
near a quarter of a mile broad, and tiv: 
fmallcr about half that dilhince. They 
make the country through which they run 
exceedingly fertile; but I have no doubt 
ihat tkele different branches arc much 
larger than they were originally, and that 
they arc fiill increafing, as the Tigris, 
from which they are fupplied, is much 
more rapid than the ^Puphrates, parti- 
cularly at this feafon, when the freihes 
are coming down from the fnowy moun- 
tains. 

At twelve o’clock we entered the river 
called by the Arabs Shat-el-Hie, run- 
ning from The N. N. W. We found it di- 
vided into three other branches, behde 
the one at which we entered ; two branches 

running 
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running Weft, and one Eaft of tha#?ite 
came up. At one o*clock, pafsing the 
mouth of a river running from the Eaft, 
we continued tracking till four, when we 
refted an hour to refrelh, and at fix made 
our boats faft to the banks, where we re- 
mained aU night. 

I obferved that our Sheik always chofe 
a? open a country as he could find, to re- 
main in all night, for fear of being at- 
tacked by the Arabs at a difad vantage. 

m 

We were again much difturbed by the 
jackalls, who feeraed very near us, and 
made a moft hideous noife. 


MONDAY, JULY 3. 

We ftruck our tents^ and fet out at 
fun-rife, continuing to trafck up the river 
Shat-el-Hie. At ten o’clock the courfe 
of the river was from N. N. E.; at eleven, 
diie North, and it continued nearly North’ 
till fix o’clock, when wc made our boats 

faft 
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fkftloi the banks, and were foon after vi- 
fited by lome Arabs on horfeback. They 
were about twenty-in numbcrj armed with 
fpears and tolwas. As the horfemen ap- 
proached, ,our Sheik, with a double-bar- 
relled gun in his hand, walked about twenty 
yards to meet the Chief of the other party, 
who alfo advanced before his people about 
the fame diftancc. After fome conver- 
fation between the two Chiefs, the whoie 
advanced. I obferved that the Chief was 
mounted on a beautiful Arab marc, and 
remarked it to be a general rule, that 
Sheiks and men of confcqucncc are always 
mounted on marcs, which arc iifually va- 
lued at three times the price of horfes. 

To thofc who are ftrangers to the lan- 
guage, manners, and cuftoms, of this 
country, it is no unufeful thing to re- 
collect, that w’hcnever a man is mounted 
On a marc it may be depended on that he 
is above the common clafs. Drefs can- 
not be relied on; -for a Sheik will often 
have his meaneft fervant drefled much 
better than himfelf, and will eat out of 

the 
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the fame difli w'ith him, as if they wei^' < 
equals. 

Shooting being the only amufement I 
could enjoy, and here being plenty of 
game, I wiflied to embrace every oppor- 
tunity. I had ufually taken an tArab or 
two with me on thefc expeditions; but 
here I could not prevail on any one to ac- 
company me, and was particularly defired 
by the Sheik not to go, there being much 
jungle, from which 1 might be furprized 
the Arabs, or attacked by lions, which . 
he faid were very numerous in this, neigh- 
bourhood. Our Sheik fully expected a 
night-attack, and therefore, with his 
brother and all the guards, remained un- 
der arms all night, the Sheik conllantly 
walking round our tents with a double- 
barrelled gun in his hand. A very good 
look-out, and probably the preparations 
which the horfemen obferved us to be 
making for our defence, prev'ented our 
being moleftcd. 


TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, jEtY 

This morning we ftri}ck our tents^ and 
departed at a quarter . pad four o’clock* 
At fix we arrived where two rivers meet ; 
one branch running from the N. N. W* 
the other from E. by N. We took the 
latter, and continued tracking till twfelve 
o’clock, when we refted under the fhadc 
of fome willows till three; for, in the 
middle of the day, the heat of the Ajn was 
fo excefsive, that our boatmen were not 
able to endure it. They were in general 
nearly naked, having no other covering 
than a fraall woollen cap, which barely fits 
the crown of the head. The courfe of 
the river winding from North to l^eft, we 
obferved the banks of thofe large branches 
feven and eight feet above the furfacc of 
the water. 

I have not feen one done the natural 
produce of the country fince I left Bus- 
jSORA, but a foft brown foil, very deep; 

and 



TOWil^RDS ENOI^AKO. 95 

CUid a bank of fe^^en or eight feet (io€s n^t 
make the lealt alteration in the x:olour of 
the foil, The-rdpid current continues 
deepening the beds of Ihefe rivers, and in 
confequenCe the Arabs arc not able to 
water many parts" of the country, which 
renders it uninhabitable except* on the 
banks of the river. Wlierc they cannot 
have water, the excefsive lieat of the fun 
fooji deftroys all ^vegetation, and^ particu- 
larly at this fcafon. 

• At five o’clock wc palled a village on 
the Wefltern banks of the river, called 
Waasut. The river is here above half a 
mile broad. Our Sheik was particularly 
careful not to go near the village, but con- 
tinued tracking up the oppolitc banks, and 

made as much hade as pofsible. “ All 
the inhabitants,” faid the Sheik, “ are 
defperate thieves, and have no mercy on 
thofe who are fo unfortunate as to'fall into 
their hands ; for they are under no govern- 
ment or controul except that of their own 
leaders, who arc every whit as bad as them- 
felves,” 


F 


At 
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.. At fix o’clock we made our boats fall to 
the weftern bartk^ of the river,,jiot being 
able to find a convenient place on the oppo- 
fite fide. We pitched our tents clofe to 
the water’s edge, the Sheik keeping a good 
look-out for fear of a furprize; nor was 1 
permitted to Ihoot, for fear the report 
fiiould difeover where we were, having a 
very thick jungle behind us. 


WEDNESDAY, JUDY 5. 

We llruck our tents and fet out fliijs 
morning at one o’clock, our Sheik not 
thinking it fafe to remain in fuch a neigh- 
bourhood after the moon w ent dowm. At 
fix o’clock we Hopped to refrclh, and in 
half an hour continued our courfe, the 
river winding very much, and bearing 
from S. W. to North. Wc relied under 
fomc willows from twelve till two ; and at 
three arrived at the town called Hie, from 
which this river takes its name. It is fi- 
tuated on the Eallcrn banks; and, the in- 
habitants of this town not being much 
2 better 
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better than Ihofe of Waasut, our Sheife. 
muftered^all his* guardei. a‘ little above thp 
town, amounting to thirty nien, all ex- 
ceedingly well armed, and drefled iii their 
bcQ: cfdthes. On account, I fuppofe, of 
their formidable appearance, our Sheik 
was not required here to pay ^ny tiling. 

He fpread a carpet on the ground, and 
vfith his brother, and another principal 
officer, fat down, having all the guards 
under arms drawn up near them. Here 
they were vifited by the principal men in 
the town, who were treated with pipes 
and coffee. I’hc Sheik, however, kept 
the double-barrelled gun lying on the car- 
pet before him, and iwidy to lire in n mo- 
ment; the other officers and men being 
equally prepared. 

This ceremony muff appear very llrange 
to thofe who afe wholly^ unacquainted 
with the fingular manners and cutloms of 
thefe people; but all this caution is per- 
fectly neceffary till they have given the 
falani and ate togetlier. When that has 

F 3 been 
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‘^feeen done, there can be no room for ap- 
' prehendon. An Arab, after he has eaten 
or drank with another, let him be ever fo 
great a ftranger, and of whatever religion 
or country, would fooner perifti than f|iffer 
him to receive the leaft injury, either in 
perfon or property; and whoever, in dif- 
“ ircfs, puts himfelf entirely under the pro- 
tection of an Arab, may rely upon being 
defended in the moft faithful manner, ‘ 

An inftance of this dngular trait in the 

* 

character of the Arabs occurred not long 
ago. A Frenchman was carrying dif- 
patches to India, acrofs the Great Defert, 
from Aleppo to Hussora. He had with 
him an Interpreter, and an efcort of about 
eighty men, moftly on camels. When 
about, five days journey from Bussora, 
they were attacked in the . evening by a 
wandering tribe of Arabs. The Meflenger 
had a double-barrelled gun, with which 
he Ihot the Sheik of the hofiile party; 
but they ruihed with fucb fury at the firft 
onfet, that before he had time to charge 
again, he was cut down with a fabre. 

5 Moft 
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Mod of the MelTenger’s guards beiug 
killed, they were dripped by the con- 
querors, and the Mcflenger ""among the 
red. It being imagined that he was dead. 
After the engagement, the Arabs lighted 
fires to make coffee and rctrefti themfclves; 
and, as is cudomary with thflm, fat on 
the ground in a circle round the fire. 

* The Meffenger’s wound not proving 
mortal, (for though he had one fide of 
his face cut down, his Ikull was not mate- 
'.rially injured) he at length recovered hb 
fenfes; and finding himfelf entirely naked, 
as well as much weakened by the lofs of 
blood, he had nearly given himfelf up to 
defpair. But, recolledling to have heard 
of this fingular difpofitlon in the Arabs, 
he refoived to try the experiment, as the 
only means of faving his life, or putting 
an end to his cxidence. He took a view 
of the Arabs fitting rouftd the fire, and 
fingled out him whom he lihought mod 
likely to be the Chief, as being the olded- 
looking man in the company. Naked as 
F 3 he 
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h® was, and almod covered with blood, 
tie niflicd into the ring, and threw him- 
felf at his feet. His conje<5ture was right. 
This old man was the Chief, who immedi- 
ately ‘-covered him with his cloak. He 
was now at a lofs for an Interpreter; but, 
“^pn fearcii bbing made, the Intrepreter was 
found in a fimilar fituation, wounded, but 
not dangeroully. The Mefl'cngcr had his 
clothes and difpatchcs returned to him; 
and the Chief entered into an agreement to 
deliver him fafe at IJussora, on tLcMef- 
fenger promifing to pay him one hundred 
Venetian fequins. Botli parties perfotmed 

their agreement; the Meflenger arrived 

fafe, and had engaged a dow to take him 
to Muscat, This having reached the 
Englith Kefident’s ears, he feized the 
Meiiengcr with his difpatchcs, and had his 
wounds drefled by the Englifti Surgeon. 
It wa» imagined that the Metlengcr, if 
fuftered to proceed, . would not have 
reached India, as his wounds required 
much furgical afsiftanec. 


But 
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But to return from this digrefsioii : 

It is cuftomary for thefe people to Jay 
very heavy contributions on veflbls and 
pafllSngers that pafs this way, or plunder 
them when they do not comply \^ith their 
demands; and in cafe of the Jeaft rcllft- 
ance, .they will feize the boats and murder • 
evpry perfon on board. In this they have 
an advantage over boats going up the 
river, which being obliged to track againft 
both wind and llrcam, their progrefs is 
fcldom more than four miles an hour; but 
going downwards there is very little dan- 
ger; for the current being very rapid, and 
the wind ufually blowing frefh from the 
N. AV. all veflels go at a great rate, and 
particularly the fmall doncks, Mdiich fail 
remarkably faft. Hie is a fmall town 
furrounded by a mud wall; but the in- 
habitants are very numcroi^s in proportion 
to the fize of the place. We left it at five 
o’clock, and continued tracking till half 
pad feven, our men making mor<; hade 
than ufual, to get as far as polsible out 

F 4 the 
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the reach of thofe people, left they fliould 
attack us in the night. W e made our boats 
faft to the oppofite banks of the river. 

The lociifts in this country are very ‘nii- 
merous. ,, I caught one this evening of a 
different colour from the common locuft, 
and much larger. Its very extraordinary 
appearance induced me to make a ikctch 
of it from life, of the exadt natural ftze. 
Every part of it is green, except the under 
^ings, which are crimfon ; , and when Ayr 
ing it has a beautiful appearance. The 
eyes are very remarkable. 


THURSDAYj JULY 6. 

This morning at four o’clock we ftruck 
pur tents, and tracked brilkly till eight, 
when we refrelhed, fet out again at ten, 
and continued tracking till fix in the 
evening, without any delay. We then 
fecured the boats, and pitched our tents 
on the Eallern banks of the river. 


I took 
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1 took an Arab with me and went- 
a-ihooting about a mile from the river, 
where 1 found a great many partridges. 
This part of the country, excepting about 
fifty* yards by the river fide, is a perfedt 
defert, though it appears to have been 
once cultivated, there bei’ig ftill the re- 
mains of canals that have been cut to, 
W|ter the country, at diliances of about ’ 
two hundred yarBs, on the banks of the 
river,’ and communicating with each other 
inland. In fome places banks have beeu^ 
made all round, to keep the water, as in 
paddy grounds. 

The river here runs fo rapidly that it 
has deepened its bed ; the banks are ten 
feet perpendicular above the furface of 
the water, yet at that depthr there is not 
the leaft variation in the colour of the 
foil. 

> 

The furface of the earth at a diftance 
from the river is whitifh, having a mix- 
ture of fait for about half a foot in depth; 

and 
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and below that, a dark brown earth, the 
fame as on the banks of the river. 

At a great diftanOe to the eaflXvard, we 
faw a long chain of .lofty mountains rang- 
ing N. W. and S.,E. called the Curdillan 
mountains. 



FRIDAY, ju£y 7. 

We fet out at four o’clock this morn- 
ing; and at eight, by an E. N. E. courfe, , 
entered the river Tigris, called by thef 
Arabs, Siiat-el-Amaar. Nearly oppo-'- 
lite, on the caftern banks of the Tigris, 
is a fmall town called CooTE, off which 
fcvcral (lout vclFels were lying at anchor. 

The main body of the river runs S. S.E.; 
and from the beft obfervation I could 
make, it appeared that the Hie, which 
we came up, had been originally a canal 
cut to water the country, but had in 
courfe of time increafed to a very large 

river, 
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river, containing much more frefh water 
than the Thames. 

e 

The" Tigris is here at»ve a mile broad; 
and, plough reckoned at its height, on 
tuccount of the fnow malting upon the 
mountains, the banks were* upwards ot‘ ten" 
feet perpendicular above tlic fiirface of 
the water. Several large droves of camels 
were grazing upon 'its banks. 

I 

"We found the river very crooked, wind- 
ing from N. N. E. to Soutli. At hx 
^£lock palfcd a Turkilli camp pitched on 
thft, weftern banks, and made our boats 
faft to the fame banks, about half a mile 
above tliem. The Turki/li tents had a 
very handfome appearance, fomc beijig 
red, others green, and fome wliite. The 
, army confiftcd of fix thoufand horfe ; and 
the Bafliaw had two armed vclfcls to at- 
tend him on the river; lliefe were about 
150 tons burden each, and were built 
much like the Grabs in the East-Indies. 
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This army had been fent to puniih feme 
rebellious Arabs . in this neighbourhood, 
who had murdered the Sheik, of Hili,a, 
and feveral other officers under the Turkilh 
Government, Our Sheik drelTed hinjfelf 
and half a dozen of his flaves in their bell j 
plotlies, and p.nJ a vilit to the Balhaw* 


SATURDAY, 'jUI^Y 8. 

We ftriick our t -'is ul three o' doc! 

r 

this morning, and ' Mii-icd rowing a 
tracking inceflantly till twelve, when we 
relied under fome willows till three, the 
courfe of the river winding from S. W. to 
Well. We found an intolerable llench 
from the Weltcrn banks, and were in- 
formed, that it proceeded from the bodies 
of fome Arabs who had been put to death 
by the Turkilh army. We were alfo told, 
that many of the Chiefs of the rebellious 
Arabs had efcaped by flight on the ap- 
proach of the army, leaving behind them 
their flocks, w'hich were feized by order 

of 
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of the Bafhaw, and driven to Bagdad to 
be fold. 

We tracked till half paft fix o'clock, 
and then pitched our tents on ^hc weftern 
banks of the river. 


SUNDAY, JULY 9 . 

ft 

3ut i: fiiur o’clock, and conti- 
ViWM vvin^ ^ tracking till twelve^ 
,‘vlir« V iCUv. .1 «n hour to kill a bul- 
!<■ ’ .bfc co.irr* of the river winding 
irom N. W. to N. N. K. we tracked till 
three o’clock, and fiopped an hour to rc- 
frefii; then tracked up the weftern banks 
till half paft fix. 

I took my gun, attended by an Arab, 
and went a-lhooting upwards of a mile 
from the banks of the rivei;. I fliot feve- 
ral kinds of birds, particularly fome very 
fine partridges, which were nearly of the 
fize of Englifli pheafants. 


It 
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It did not aj^lftear that this part had ever 
been cultivated ; nor did I perceive any 
ligns of vegetation, except near the banks 
of the river, which are in general covered 
with a thick jungle of willows and fhriibs« 
The Arabs are frequently obliged to cut a 
paflTage' through the jungle, for their flieep 
and cattle to get to the river; and the 
banks are In many places fo fteep, that 
they are even obliged to cut them, land 
make a road to the water’s edge. 

At the upper end of a fmall ilia Ad, 
near the middle of the river, we faw the 
wreck of a large dow, hull under water. 
She was loll there three weeks before, and 
was worth ten lacks of rupees, having on 
board four lacks of Spani/h dollars, and 
other fpocie, and being loaded with cop- 
per for Bussora. The owners have a 
guard to watch her, and purpofe weighing 
her when the river is at the lowcft, which 
is ufually about Chritimas. 

Though the river is here at lead two 
miles broad, two of Uie guards, who were 

flationed 
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ftationed to watch the veflel, fwam acrofs. 
In fwimming they greatly afsift them- 
felves by the Ikin of a goat, blown like a 
bladder, which they keep under their 
breaft, where, however, it is not faftenedi 
but only kept in its pofition by one hand, 
while they pulh forward with the other 
and their feet ; and in this manner they 
can crofs the river almoft as foon as a boat. 
TIicir clothes, aQid fomclimcs their fire- 
arms, they fallen on the top of the head, 
aiiid ta’nfy them over pcrfedly dry. Thefc 
men having informed us, that wc fhould 
be much more comfortable on the oppofite 
banks, where there was vory little jungle, 
wc crofied the river at nine o’clock. 


MONDAY, JULY 10. 

BEFORii wc fet out this morning, we 
were; vi filed by fomc Artibs from the 
neighbouring encampments, A\diich ex- 
tended, to the right and left, as far as the 
eye could reach, having with them innu- 
merable flocks of flieep and herds of cattle. 

We 
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We were perfei^tly Cafe among thefe people^ 
luid our Sheik informed us, thatwe>became 
wholly out of danger as we approached 
nearer the feat of government. We fet 
out at fun>rife, and paiTed feveral droves 
of camels grazing on the banks. The 
river rait very crooked till eleven o’clock^ 
when vve entered a long reach lying N. £. 
and S. W. the Aream very rapid, and 
about a mile and a half |)road. • 

I had here an opportunity of obferving 
the progrefs of the hot winds, called by 
the natives Samicl, whicli fometimes prove 
very deftrudtive, particularly at this fea- 
fon. I'hey are moft dangerous between 
twelve and three o’clock, when the at- 
mofphere is at its greateft degree of heat. 
Their force entirely depends on the fur- 
facc over which they pafs. If it be over 
a defert, where there is no vegetation, 
they e,\tend their dimenfions with amazing 
velocity, and then their progrefs is fome- 
tiines to windward. If over grafs, or any 
other vegetation, they foon diminilh, and 
lofe much of their force. If over water, ^ 

they' 
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they lofe all their electrical fire, and 
afcend; yet I have fomctimes felt their 
effects acrofs the river where it was at 
leaft a mile broad. An inftance of this 
happened here. Mr. Stevens was bathing 
in the river, having on a pair of Turkifh 
drawers. On his return from the water, 
there came a hot wind acrofs the river, 
which made his drawers and hinlfelf per- 
fectly dry sip an inltant. Had fuch a cir- 
cumftlincc been related to him by another 
pdrfoh, he declared, he could not have 
believed it. I was prefent, and felt the 
force of the hot wind ; but lliould other- 
wife have been as incredulous as Mr. 
Stevens. 

Captain Reid, who had often been my 
companion in ftiooting (an amufement of 
W'hich he was equally fond as myfelf), 
having been unwell, I had been deprived 
of his company for above a week paftj 
and he now became fo much overpowered 
by the cxcefsivc heat, as to be fcarcely 
able to walk. The heat being alfo too 
much for our rowers, at noon we made 

G 


our 
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out boats fall to the eaftern banks of the 
river, where our people refted under the 
/hade of fomc willows for two hours. 

Going through the jungle to the edge 
of the Defert, I faw fome partridges at a 
little dilbance, and was tempted to try if 
1 could get a Ihot; but having only my 
flippers on, I found great inconvenience 
from the exerfsive heat of the Defert, and 
was glad to get back again to the river; 
for, though my feet v/cre not bliftered, 
yet the flcin foon after peeled off the 
Hitherto I had always worn a pair of ftrong 
boots, which I found extremely conve- 
nient both with refpe^t to the heat, and 
as a fafegiiard from the reptiles and vene- 
mous infects, which in fomc places were 
very numerous; and I was particularly 
careful never to go out again fo lightly 
equipped. 

At two o’clock we refumed our voyage, 
and continued tracking up the eaftern 
banks of the river till half paft fix. 


My 
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My feet being very tender from what I 
had fuffered at noon, and an impenetra- 
ble jungle lying behind us, in which 
our people faid there were many lions, I 
contented myfelf with ihooting pigeons 
by the river fide near the boats, whither 
they came in great numbers t® drink at 
fun-fet. 


TUESDAY, JULY II. 

* We fet out again at half pafl four 
o’clock, and tracked up the catlcrii 
banks, tlic courlc of the river winding 
very much, and bearing from N. Ik to 
Weft. At noon we crofted, and tracked 
up the weftern banks, till the evening, 
when we recroli'ed, and pitched our tents 
near an extenftve Arab enfampmenl, 
where the river was above a mile broad. 
Our Sheik, not being under any appre- 
heniion from the neighbouring Arabs, 
lay down near our tents, and took his re- 
gular fleep. 


G 2 
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Captain Reid was now become exceed- 
ingly iJl, and, asitfeemed, muft inevitably 
perifh without fome medical afsiftancc. 
He was much troubled with bile, .and had 
a liver complaint. I had brought fqme 
medicines with ::ie from India, made up 
by,our fifrgeon, and wilhed to give Cap- 
lain Reid an emetic to take off the bile ; 
but on examining my drugs, though 
clofely packed in a tin cafe, I fouitll the 
whole entirely fpoiled, having got wet 
when the lliip was tlrandcd on the ifland 
of Carrick. 

In this neighbourhood were many pe- 
licans, by far the largeft birds that fly. I 
often fliot at them, hut was never able to 
take one. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. 

We fet out this morning at four o’clock, 
and continued tracking till two; then 
Hopped till three to rcfrelh. The river 
winding as before from N. E. to Weft, 

with 
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with ihort reaches, we met feveral KirafFes 
laden with refrelhments for the Turkiih 
army, the cargo of one of them confuting 
entirely of water melons. 

We continued tracking till^half paft 
liX o’clock, having been interrupted fome 
time by a difpute among our boatme’^n^ 
who , faii g;ht up to the middle in water^ 
fome with fpcars, others with tolwas. 
Several fpears were broken, but no lives 
loH. Our Sheik remained a quiet fpec- 
tator of the affray, the quarrel being en- 
tirely among the boatmen, and none of 
his people being concerned in it. 

We made our boats fall to the caHeni 
banks of the river, and pitched our tents 
neai‘ the ruins of the ancient city of 
Ctesiphon. 


THURSDAY, JULY IS. 

Departing this morning at half paft 
four, we tracked up the caftern banks, 

G 3 and 
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and often obferved, that irt tiaanj^ parlk.’ 
the- current fetting againft tJtepj had worti 
them away confiderably. The banks 
being near ten feet perpendicular above 
the furface of the water, wc faw xhe 
foundations of It. 'i;ral ancient buildings, 
which were eh icily of brick, and fo 
ftjongly cemented together as often to 
overhang llu! water. Here were aifp. vifi- 
bic a great many earthen jars; fame half 
expofed, otlicrs ready to fall into the rivejp;" 
and fume of them were of lingular con- 
llrinftion. 

The river here takes a circuit to the 
fouthward for about ten miles, and leaves 
only a narrow neck of land, on which 
are ftill Handing many lofty walls and 
towers, being fragments of ancient 
Ctesiphon, 

AVc met with fevcral ftout veflcls, fome 
upwards of two hundred tons burden, 
jaden with fire-wood, and bound to BAG- 
DAD. They appeared to me of fuch a 
lingular conftru6tion, and fo ill adapted 

2 for 
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for tlje purpofe, that I 
take a Ikctch of one of ti;t^m. 

I 

The rudder is compofed of a great 
qu^itity of rough timbers very aukwardly 
put together,' and is guided by a tiller. 
They are built of very coarfe materials, 
and covered with a thick coal of bitumen, 
^^'he- {bft^ head is generaily ornamented 
■ of Ihclls thick into the bi~ 

> 'They form altogether a very un- 

ooulh fpecimen of naval arcliitcd;urc, and 
requite twenty, and fometimes thirty 
trackers; but when the wind blows Itrong, 
even they are not able to move them. 

On my enquiring the reafon why they 
made ufc of veflcls fo ill adapted tp the 

purppfe, that a man with a very flight 
knowledge of naval architecture might 
fpon difeover their inconveniences, and 
obferving, that a veflel built upon a plan 
flmilar to our ware barges would carry as 
much cargo, draw lets water, and might 
he worked with one- third of the men; the 

G 4 anfwer 
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anfwer I received convinced me of the 
danger and inutiSly of attempting any in- 
novation among thcfe people. I was told, 
that the children invariably continued to 
follow the trade of their fore-fathers ; thus 
fons of a carpenter are all carpenters, 
&c.; that their fore-fathers had always 
built velTels upon the fame plan, and that 
it would be reckoned very prophane in 
them to deviate from the Curioin 
anceftors. This completely folves tile 
problem, and Ihews to what a length fu- 
perftition and prejudice is carried among 
them. 

Thcfe people have continued from the 
earliefl: period to fpeak the fame language, 
wear the fame kind of drefs, and eat and 
drink in the fame manner. Their mode 
of warfare is flill tlie fame ; and fcarcely 
the llighteft deviation has taken place in 
their manners and culfoms, prejudices and 
pafsions ; though almoft every other na- 
tion has undergone a thorough revolution 
within a few centuries. 


Should 
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Should a man here, Qi^ktccd of a 
defe<5t in any branch ol*'ilfadc, offer to 
adopt an improvem€mt» complaint would 
loon be made to the Miifli, and the artifl 
probably pay for his tcmeiity with his 
life. 


At fun-fet we pafled Javer, on the 
w^eraJag^ n^s o f the liver. Though but 
a unall town, it* is> much celebiatcd on 
account of a very beautiful mofqiie that 
fOb^nds in it. At nine o’clock wc crolied 
the mouth of a large river running from 
the North, called by the Arabs Shat-el- 
Deaal, and at half pafl nine made our 
boats fall to the eaftern banks of the river, 
which were here upwards of twelve feet 
above the furface of the water. They 
were likewife fo fteep that we could 
fcarcely afeend them ; and wc found the 
top of them fo rough w ith fmall fhrubs, 

that we were obliged to clear a place be- 
fore we could lie down. Among thefe 
fhrjibs, however, were many of delightful 
fragrance. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, JULY 14-. 

We fet out this morning at two o*ctock, 
^nd continued tracking till two in the 
' afternoon, wlien w'c readied Bagdad. 
The river was very crooked, being nearly 
round the compafs, yet t ropi c 
where wc fet out in the morning was only 
three hours walk by land. 

Wc arrived at the houfe of Mr. J. tZ' 
Renaud (an agent to Mr. Manesty, of 
Bussora), which was very conveniently 
Situated adjacent to the river. 

An Englifliman has at Bagdad a 
privilege which is not granted to the peo- 
ple of any other nation. Whatever bag- 
gage he may have wdth him, in (lead of 
being taken to the Cuttom-houfe, is al- 
lowed to be carried to the place where he 
is going to refide, and aD officer of .the 
cuftoms is fent thither to examine it. ^ 


This 
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Tills privilege was obtained by the foli- 
citation of Mr. MANESTvin favour of his 
couiilrymcn, and will at all times he ad- 
vantageous to the intereil as well as the 
conv<*nience of a traveller, 

Bagdad is featccl on the eaftern banks 
of the Tigris. It is a large and pojiulous 

the banks of the 
jiver about three miles; and the length of 
the walls from the river being about two 
l^fites, gives it the form of an oblong 
Square. The houfes, though very inferior 
to the European, are much better built 
than thofe of Bussora, but nearly in the 
fame ftile. 

Many of the public-buildings, Aich as 
mofques, minarets, and hunimums, are 
conftrudled of hewn ftone, and make a 
very handforae appearance.. Here is alfo 
an extenfivc Bazar, which is well fupplied 
with variety of articles ; but the prices in 
general are much higher than at Bussora. 


the 
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The Armenians are the principal mer- 
chants liere ; the manufadtorics carried on 
are few, and thofc confined to articles for 
immediate ufe, as fhocs, boots, clothes, 
fadlcry, and culinary utenfils. 

The Armenians at Mosul fend great 
quantities of copper down the Tigris to 
Bagdad upon rafts of ti mber ^fafljjied^o- 
gether. On their airival the rafts are fold, 
wood being very fcarce here. The copper 
is afterwards fliipped for Bussora on-Tx^^l 
large dows, which arc ufually about fix 
months in performing the voyage thither 
and back again. The copper is in fmall 
round cakes about fix inches broad, and 
nearly two inches thick in the middle, 
but gradually floping to the edges. It is- 
of a quality nearly the fame as Englifh 
battery cake copper. 

This trade, which has not long been 
carried on, is fall incrcafing to a very great 
extent; for fometimes fhips fail from Bus- 
sora laden almofl entirely with copper; 

and 
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and I am pcrfuadcd that it will in time 
prove prejudicial to the Englilh mabiifac- 
tories. l.ahour being much cheaper in 
thefe countries than in Europe, they arc 
enabled to carry it to a market at a much 
^ cheaper rate ; and this makes it very pro- 
fitable to thofe at prefent concerned in it. 

Though Bagdad is much better built 
thafrafl^TChcr^ty in this part of the 
world, it is Hill very inferior to many 
cities in Europe. Every hoiife wears the 
abearance of a prifon, as deferibed in 
Bu.ssora, but compofed of better mate- 
rials; they arc in general of brick, and the 
timbers very good, being thofe whicli are 
Boated down the Tigris. 

The firects are very narrow and dufty. 
I had near half a mile to go every night 
to flccp, and ufually fet out about eleven 
o’clock, always taking a Turkifli fervant 
with a lanthern, as it would 'have been 
veiy dangerous to walk at fuch a time 
without a light. Scorpions, tarantulas, 
and other noxious infers, were very nu- 
1 merous. 
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merous. Of the former I have frequently' 
killed four or five in a night; they arc of 
the large black kind, and their ftingS often 
prove mortal. 

t 

All perfons at this feafon of the yeaf^ 
fleep oh the tops of their hoiifcs ; and I 
have often been entertained by feeing the 
people run oiV witii their clothes in their 
hands at fn n - ri fe ; fo r as -fOTyrraL7t ll.lA nfen 
above the horizon it becomes cxcefsivcly 
liot. 1 foon learned, however, that evep 
looking over our own parapet-wall w^s 'a 
deed of danger; for that the Turks would 
not helltatc a moment to fiioot at any per- 
fon whom they might difeover overlooking 
their houfes. The houfe where I fleptwas 
near the middle of the city, and very 
lofty, none being higher in the city, ex- 
cept the minarets, the feraglio, and a few 
houfes belonging to the minifiers and prin- 
cipal officers. 

Here are many cranes, much larger and 
very different from any that we have in 
Europe. They build their nefis upon the 

tops 
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tops of the minarets and the loftieft 
houfes, where they are never mple^ed^ 
and are in eonfeqiiencc very tame. 1 have 
ol’icn been v\ itliin two yards of their neils 
without exciting in them any fear. 

As there are no canals to water the city, 
many poor pcoj)Ic are conftantly emplo}*d 
in carrying water from the river in fkins. 
SowrCtake^ ufl^ieir backs, while others 
have afles and mules. 

‘Without the walls, to the weflward, is 
entirely defert, not having the icaft traces 
of vegetation, except on the banks oV the 
river. IJchind the city, to the northward, 
the fame barrennefs prevails; there is no 
water nor any cultivation. To the eaft- 
ward, along the banks of the river, there 
are excellent gardens, which extend about 
tour miles; and a great many houfes filled 
with inhabitants lland without the walls. 

Ihe city, how'cvcr, is chiefly fupplied 
with fruits and vegetables from tlie oppo- 

file 
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fite fide of the river, where there is much 
cultiyation. 

The Bafliaw and feme of the principal 
people have country feats in this neigh- 
bourhood. This was the feite of ancient 
Seleucia, built by Seleucies, one of 
Alexander’s generals, who fucceeded 
to the government of this part of the 
cotintry ; and fcvcral of'irirtJSms are ftill 
to be met with in Bagdad, The gold 
coin is u'orth about two guineas; it bears 
as Itrong an imprefsion of the head as the 
ancient Roman coins, but has a long 
beard. 

A little farther, towards Uilla, arc 
Rill to be feen forac ruins of ancient Ba- 
bylon. 

During my Ray at Bagdad the Turkilh 
army, confifling of Rx thoufand horfe, 
returned from their encampment on the 
banks of the Tigris; and their crofsing 
the river over a ' bridge of boats at the 

upper 
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upper end of the city at fun-rife In fegu"* 
lar procefsioiii had a very pretty appear>t 
a nee. The day before their arrival they 
fent to Bagdad as riiany fticep and cattle 
as fold for a lack and a half of piaftefs* 
Thcfe were the docks that bclon^d to the 
rebellious Arabsi 

BagD-^ at prefent Is fuppofed to con- 
tilih more treaTiJl'e than any city of equal 
fixe in. the world; and the immenfe quan- 
tity of fpecie and bullion found in the 
coffers of the late Kya (or Prime Minifter) 
of Bagdad feems to warrant fuch a con-^ 
jedture. He was murdered a few months 
ago by confpirators employed agaiiill him 
by the prefent Kya ; and when theBafiiaw 
feized on his property, an exadl account 
was taken of his treafure, which amounted 
in value to upwards of 3,000,0001* fterling* 

I'he following ftory is related of thd 
late Kya by the merchants ; and many of 
them, much to their forrow, are enabled 
to vouch for the truth of it : it alfo proves 
to what a length many of the Turkiih 

H Minifien 
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Miniders and Ba^han^ carry their tyranny 
and o{:^r^sion. He was a man (fay they) 
of fuperior abilities, had the confidence of 
the Baftiaw, and kept a moft flri6l watch 
6>er the conduct of all officers, civil and 
military; hence it was, that fo many of 
them readily joined in the confpiracy. 
He was withal very avaricious, and in- 
vented many lingular methods of adding 
to ills treafure; among offiers, the follPW'- 
ing proved very produdlivc: he always 
kept fpics over the merchants in the Ba* 
xar; and when he heard of any difpute 
among them, he would firll fend for one 
of the parties, queftion him refpedling the 
matter in difpute, and, under a plea of 
the government being in want of money, 
enquire how much he would give to gain 
his caufe. The fum was ufually in pro- 
portion to the wealth of the complainant, 
and the animofity between the parties; 
fometimes fo much as four or five thoufand 
|>iailers. He would then fet this man 
afide, fend for the other party, and ex- 
amine him rcfpedling the quarrel, and as 
to the fum that he would give to gain bis 

caufe; 
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i^aufe. This done, he would confront the 
two parties, and decide in favour of him 
who had given the greater fum, returning 
the other his money* with fome harlh cen- ' 
furos of his conduct. At length this praie^' 
tice of the Kya was, attended with a very 
good effedl. The merchants found them- 
felvcs fo egregioufly fooled and fleeced, 
that whenever any difpute occuned, they 
\ferc very glacfto fettle it amicably among 
themfelvcs, taking all pofsiblc care to pre-i 
vent its re aching the cars of the Kya. 

The prefeut Kya can neither read nor 
write. lie was originally a Georgian flave 
boy, and brought up in tlie Haram; but 
was afterwards raifed to an inferior oflice 
on the military cftabliflimcnt. Having 
heard that the Bafliaw’s daughter vvithed 
to marry him, he gained over fpme of the 
military and civil officers, and caufed the 
Kya to be murdered one evening as he was 
returning from the Seraglio. When the 
Balhaw heard of it he immediately fled for 
prote^lion into the Haram, where he con- 
H 2 . cealed 
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ceal'ed himfelf till he was informed that 
110 injury was intended towards him* 

There was a confiderable commotion in 
the city for a few days, which* however, 
was foon fettled by orders being iflued, 
tliat whoever was found in arras in the 
llreets fhould iramediately be put to death. 
The prefent Kya was foon afterjippointed 
to fucceed, and married fo the Baihaw'b 
daughter. 

« 

When it became neceflary to tranfmit 
an account of the affair to Constanti- 
nople, it was flatcd, that the late Mi- 
nifter had intended to poifon the Bafhaw, 
which was the caufc of his being put to 
death. 

I have often feen the prefent Kya; he 
does not appear . to be thirty years of age, 
is comely, and has a very graceful figure ; 
but in all probability he will not continue 
long in office; the lives of princes in this 
country are extremely precarious, perhaps 

more 
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more fo than in any other country in the 
univerfe, as no lefs than feven have been 
affafsinatcd within the laft twelve months.* 

yhe laft of thcfe was the celebrated^ 
SheikTwYNEY, who was flain, while alle^p 
in his tent, by a flave bclongfng to the 
Waaby. This liappened only a week ago; 
the news arrived foon after we came to 
•Bagdad,' aild**has very much alarmed the 
government, becaufe much confidence 
was placed in the fuperior abilities of the 
liheik, and he was fully relied upon to 
check the progrefs of the Waaby, who 
immediately after attacked and defeated 
the Turkilh army, and it was apprehended 
that he would reach Bussora. 

Few Europeans tranfadt any bufihefs at 
Bagdad, or keep any Confuls there. The 
Englilh have no Conful, but their bufinefs 
is managed by an Armenian named Coja 
Makell, a very refpedtable man. I had 
letters to another Armenian merchant 
named Coja Stkphon Babeck, a very 
worthy man, who fpeaks tolerably good 

H 3 Englilh, 
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Engtilhy and, I believe, is the only rcH- 
dcnt in the whole city that underftands 
a word.of it, 

^ The French at prefent have here^ a 
Conful named Rousseau, who is a rela- 
tion of the famous writer Jean Jaques. 
They do not, however, carry on much 
, bufinefs here, having at prefent no com- 
munication with India, "ihe’ French, 
during the prefent war, have often at- 
tempted to fend difpatches to India by 
way of Bussora and Muscat, but thefe* 
have always been intercepted by the vigi- 
lance of the Ealt-India Company’s Reh-‘ 
dent at Bussora. Ileie are feveral 
Frenchmen, who appear to have very little 
employment; many offered me their fer- 
viccs as interpreters and companions to 
Constantinople; but i refufed their 
proffers, as I'ervanls are at all times, and 
particularly on fuch- a journey, a very 
great incumbrance ; and I would never 
recommend a perfon who travels to em- 
ploy any other than the people of the 
country he may be in. 

The 
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Tlie following circumllRnOd ferv^eS ,‘td 
fliew in what refpedl the Englilh; ajfe held 
here: 

Mr. Renatjd, though only a clerk 
Mr. Manesty, about five o’clock one 
afternoon waited on the Balhaw ibr a 
firmaun for me. As he was pafsing near 
the Seraglio, he heard fome men crying 
*.out mbit lamentably. On enquiry he was 
informed, that they were to receive two 
hundred lafhes each, a punilhment almoft 
‘ equal to death. He defired the people to 
defift, as he could not bear to hear the 
men’s fiiricks, (who by the bye had only 
received five or fix llrokcs on the foies of 
their feet) and he would intercede with 
the Bafhaw to mitigate their punilhment. 
On his mentioning this aflair to the 
Bafhaw, the latter replied, tlrat for his 
fake he would not only rclcafe them, but 
would fend them to his houfe, where they 
ihould be entirely at his difpofal. 

As foon as Mr. Renaud returned, he 
told us the circumftance. About nine 
H 4* o’clock 
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tfcTock the fome evening, while w'e were 
^t fiupppr on the top pf the lioufe, the 
two men, both Arabs, were brought up 
us, ftill uncertain of their cleftiny^ Mr, 
l||^NAUD, who fpcaks the Arabic as flu- 
ently as Englilh, told them that he had 
prev^led v'ith the Baftiaw to rpleafe them, 
and they were now at full liberty to gq 
where they pleafed. It is impofsible Iq 
give the reader an adequate^ ide;f pf the 
alteration in the poor men’s countenances 
when they heard this. Tlicy fell on their 
knees, and prayed to God and the prophet 
to protect theif deliverer. 

Captain Reid being now exceedingly 
ill, and there not being the Icall profpedt 
of his recovery, iny oilier companions 
being alfq unwell, I began to prepare tor 
my departure; Mr. Renapd having ob- 
tained my paflport, or firmaun, under the 
!![Jaihaw’s feal, and having alfo engaged a 
Tatar, named Si ad Ahmep Aga, to at? 
, tend me. 


The 
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Mookadar (or keeper, of the fcals) 
j)ai<l us a vifit, which was conlidcred as a ; ; 
very great honour. He gave directions’^VJ^ 
the Tatar in my prefence to be attentive 
to Ih^ prefervation of my perfon and pro- 
perty, for that otherwife he fhould forfe^ 
his head. I had now for the firft time an 
opportunity of obferving the ceremony of 
perfuming^ &c. which is ufually paid to 
men of ..confequerice. Put the Mookadar 
was an exception to one very general cuf- 
toni amonglt the Turks, as he did not 
fmoke tobacco. On his taking leave he 
was complimented with an elegant white 
muHin turban and cumberband, the arti- 
cles molt commonly prefented on vilits of 
ceremony, 

My Tatar drefs being ready, as well as 
the trappings of my horfe, I began to pre- 
pare for my departure from Bagdad. 
Tliough I was to travel under the title of 
Conful, yet it was neceflary to wear the 
Tatar, drefs, to avoid being infulted by the 
populace, as is always the cafe when they 
flilcover an European, whom they call 
I Fringui, 
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fiiogui. I had alfo my .head fliaved, 
which J found to be of great feryice, as it 
Icept me cool, and was more convenient to 
me in wearing the Tatar drefs. 

I had entered into a written agreement 
with my Tatar to give him eight hundred 
piaflcrs; five hundred to be paid in ready 
money at Bagdad befote my^ departure, 
<^and the remaining Ihrcc'hundred on my 
fafe aiTival at Constantinople ; and he 
engaged not to take any otner pafiengers 
or merchandize under his care, I look 
bills fiom Bagdad on Constantinople 
both for my Tatar’s three hundred piafier®, 
and the/moncy I had provided for the re- 
mainder of my journey. I had alfo let- 
ters of credit on Constantinople from 
' Mr. Manesty, in cafe I fhould have oc- 
cafion for more money. 

' My drefs confiiicd of a yellow cap about 
a foot high, broad at top and almofi; fiat, but 
becoming gradually narrower till it fitted 
the bead. The lower part of the cap was 
covered all round with black lamblkiu 
5 about 
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about font intbo^s 4oep» 
and quilted^ the upper p^l^fip^ 

with >oqI ^sdfctemely tigl»t» Uli#’' 

eatculaled to weapon, it is a# 

^peli^nt iare|ua)d to the head. 

,cap, which being verv hmy, feels wn» ■ 
pleafently at hrft, u ciuled a Culpaek, and 
is only worn by the Tatus. My other ar- 
ticles of apparel weie, a biown cloth coat 
tfiflanted with a broad black hlk binding, 
wrapping quite round the body with Ihort 
wide ileeves, and hanging down to tlie 
calf of the leg; blue Tiukifli trowfeis 
tiimmed with black iilk binding, made 
very wide, but buttoning tiglit round the 
i^aSi of the leg; and itrong red boots to 
Over the trowfers as lugh as the calf 
. of thofeg» The under-drefs is a luikiili 
gown. With long Aeeves buttouing clofe 
round the wriA; and a fhiit v^thout a 
collar* Turks of all dclcriptions have the 
neck entirely bafe. 'ibe latars wear 
drawers; hut 1 wore a pair of ilrong leather 
breeches under sny trowfers, which I found 
of very great fervkc. A cuinh<?thand 

about 
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i^ut Hx yards long was tied^> very tightly 
i<oU0d my waiit, and in this I hung a 
hiace of piftols, belide having a large 
Turkifh fabrc faftened round my middle 
with a belt. My European clothe^ and 
whatever I had not immediate occafion for, 
J had packed up in wax cloth; Ihirts, 
i^ockings, and other necellarics that T 
ihould have occalion for on the jpurncy, I 
had put into a leather-pouch, which veas 
faftened behind the faddje. 


THURSDAY, JULY 20 . 

Being with my Tatar coraipletely 
equipped, at five o’clock our horfes were 
brought, and I took leave of my compa* 
nions. Captain Reid was reduced almoft 
to a ftiadow by the excefsive heat of the 
climate: he had been my companion in 
many agreeable excurftons, and I could 
fcarcely refrain from tears on thus taking 
leave of him, without the fmalleft hup® 
of ever feeing him again* 

Wc 
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We rode neafR mile through the Bazar* 
where the merchants, having iMiieirf ap- 
prized when 1 ihould go, were waiU^ 
with their letters. My Tatar took, I am 
fure,, upwards of two hundred under hia 
. charge, this being the only method they^ 
have of forwarding letters from one city 
to another. The merchants and Tatr^jl^ 
are, therefore, always upon very good 
terms; and the office of Tatar, as it is of* 
the greateft truft, is alfo very profitable; 
for, befide their other emoluments, they 
receive confiderablc prefents from the mer- 
chants. The letters are not any great in- 
convenience to them, giving no farther 
trouble than the mere carriage ; for when 
a Tatar arrives at any confiderable city, 
tlie merchants immediately go to theConac 
for their letters. 

Near the weftern gate of the city a 
caravan was preparing to fet out, feveral 
hundred camels being already loaded. 

As foon as we were without the gates 
we fet off at a brifk trot, the firfl part of 



110 A JOVRNBY FROM INDIA, 

.$tir road being a perfedl dcfcrt, without 
the Appearance of vegetation. Having 

’ lidden about four miles, wc overtook the 
Tatar’s fervant with lliree horfes, the one 
on which he rode had my European 
olothcs, a few neccilaries belonging to the 
Tatar, and a couple of leathern bottles 
|^dth water. The fecond horfc had only a 
cloth on him and a bridle; bcin^ brought 
& a referve, in cafe of any accident hap-^ 
pening to the other horh’s. The third was 
laden with two bales of merchandize, a 
thing exprefly againft our agreement. I 
had actually deprived myfclf of many ne- 
celfarics that I might not be encumbered ; 
and now finding that my Tatar had de- 
ceived me, I thought of returning to 
Bagdad, and charging him with his 
breach of contrail. Reproaching him for 
his condu(5t, I threatened to return, which 
alarmed him very much, as fuch a ftep 
would in all probability have ruined him« 
He folemnly allured me, that he iliould 
only take them to Mosul. 


Though 
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Though much difconcerted by this C0&9 
duft ill my Tataf» yet having 
him five liundred piaftefs, I 
better to proceed, even though I might bo 
detaiped a few days. The Tatar then pro* 

, miflng to make as much hafie as pofsiblc« 
we continued our journey, and about niio^ 
miles from Bagdad arrived at the ban|^ 
of a bran<;h of the Tigris. The road was 
here very rough, and full of flunte)! 
ihrubs. We foon left the river, and at 
ten o’clock palTed through tlie town of 
Yankja. In the vicinity were feveral 
flocks of fheep, watched by Ihepherds for 
fear of the jackalls, which were very nu- 
merous, and made a molt hideous noife. 
On crofsing a plain wellward of Yankja, 
though between ten and eleven o’clock at 
night, I felt much inconvenience from a 
hot and fulphureous wind. I tied a hand- 
kerchief over my mouth and nofe till it 
pafled. and my Tatar did the fame^ 
but I b^tt to apprehend tome danger. 
As thofe winds were fo ftrong even in the 
night, what havopk might they not make^ 
when the fun was at its height, and the 

earth 


thougH^it 
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at its gneatefl heatt We continue 
at the rate of about five milesr 
atn liour till eleven o’clock, when we ar- 
rived at a town called Doucolla, where 
we ilept in the open air on a quilt ^d a 
pillow, with all our clothes on. This place 
asd Yankja are both fmall llraggling 
towns, every houfe being furrounded by si 
feparatc mud wall. , 

FRIDAY, JULY 21. 

We fet out this morning at half part 
four o’clock, and were foon joined by a 
Turk with a fervant and three liorfcs. 
We paired through feveral villages, and 
faw many very fine fields of corn, with 
great quantities of game. Small cuts that 
led from a large canal fupplied the country 
with water, and made it very rich; the 
bridges over thefe cuts were narrow, and 
fometimes dangerous for the horfes to pafs, 
being only, a few rticks laid acrofs, and 
covered with clay. 

The 
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The Turk, to fliew his dexterity, wci^ 
on full gallop over one of thofe^i^id^ls^; 
but his horfe fell down, and threw Htat to 
a conhdcrablc diflance. 

. "We continued our route at the rate of 
four miles an hour till half-part fix o’clock, . 
when we arrived at a Conac in a fmall 
village, called Hope. Here 1 breakfafted 
on eggs and milk, and went to fleep under 
the lhade of foinc trees near the canal. 
A very fine ftreani of clear water ran 
through the village, in which were large 
quantities of turtle. 

\Vc fet out again at half part four 
o’clock, galloped for I'omc time over an 
open defert country, and at feven ar- 
rived at a fmall town, furrounded by a 
mud wall, called Massabbas, near the 
banks of the river Deaal. In this neigh- 
bourhood were the remains of foUic mili- 
taiy entrenchments. We faw alfo feveral 
wild hogs, fome of which were very large. 
They came out to feed at fun-fet, and one 
of extraordinary fizc drew near us, and 

I did 
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did not appear alarmed. Being very well 
moj^n^di 1 rode full gallop towards him 
with diy fabre in my hand, expedling the 
creature would have run away ; but 1 was 
foon deceived ; for when I came near him, 
he put hlmfelf in a pofture of defence, 
prefenting one hde, and inclining his head 
towards me. I thought it prudent to 
make a precipitate retreat, and am of 
opinion that had I attacked him he wouUl 
have deftroyed both myfclf and horfe ; for, 
though 1 had both a fabre and pKlols, I do 
not imagine that I could have made any 
imprefsion on fuch a monftroiis animal. 

We now rode at the rate of five miles an 
liour, crolfed the river Deaal over a ftone 
bridge which had two very lofty ftoiic 
pillars at one end, and at half pafl nine 
o’clock arrived at a village called Chu- 
BUCCAN, where we llept pn the bare 
ground in the ojpen air. 


SATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY, JULY 22. 

At half pad one o’clock, as we were 
remounting, a large party of* Arabs on 
horfeback entered the village. We pur- 
fued our journey at the rate of four miles 
an hour; and at four o’clock again crofled 
the river Deaal over a done bridge at a 
village called Deaal-abbas. Before day- 
break we met fovcral parties of Arabs on 
horfeback between Chubuccan and this 
place; but they did not moled us, and we 
very feldom doj)ped to fpcak to tiicjn, 
only giving the cudomary falutalion as wc 
palled. Here 1 procured bread and new 
milk, on which I made a very coirdoftablc 
breakfad. We mounted again at half pad 
four, and, turning due Ead, palfcd through 
a well cultivated country along the banks 
of the river Deaal till fix o^clock, when 
W'c arrived at Adanaque. 

This town is fituated at the foot of a 
, range of mountains, runnuiff Eaft and 

1 2 Wed. 
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Wcftj and is well watered by fome clear 
rivdifethat run from the mountains. 
Though here is plenty of ftone, yet ail the 
houfes are built with clay, and are only 
one ftory high. In this place cranes are 

abundant, that there is fcarccly a houfe 
■4^hich has not fevcral nefts upon it. They 
are very tame, and the inhabitants never 
moleft them. When any thing, dilhirbs 
thefc birds, they make a violent clattei* 
with their long beaks, which is foinetimcs 
repeated by the others all over the town; 
and this noife will fometimes continue for 
fevcral minutes. It is as loud as a watch- 
man’s rattle, and not much unlike it in 
found. 

From Adanaque we fet out on frefii 
horfes at half pall four o’clock, and af- 
cended the mountains by very narrow 
pafics. Some were cut through the folid 
rock, giving room only for one horfc to 
pafs at a time. On the top of one of thefe 
mountains fome Arabs Were encamped, 
who exadled a few piafters from my Tatar. 
There Were indjped^ only half a dozen of 

them. 
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them, but they were all well j an4 

1 obferved tlicm getting their i^Rti^ocles 
ready, in cafe my Tatar had rcfufed to 
comply with their demands. It requires 
fome time for a man to prepare a match* 
lock, as he has to ftrike a light.- They ar^ 
very certain at a ftcady mark, but othoiiri 
wife cannot be depended upon. They arp 
chiefly.riflc-barrels, and the Arabs are near 
< a quarter of an hour in charging them. 

After crofsing thefe mountains we en- 
tered an extonfivc vale, through which a 
confiderable river runs from Weft to £aft, 
called by the natives Siiat-el-Narin. 
There w > fevcral Arabs with their flocks 
on the banks of the river, which we eroded 
at fun-fet. Though a confiderable body 
of water, it is a fine clear ftream; but has 
no bridge over it near this place. 

About the banks of this river were fe- 
veral very ciirious.animals, a fpccies of the 
Jerboa as deferibed by Buff, on. They 
burrow like rabbits, feem very tame, and 
run very faft upon their hind legs. The 

I 3 tail 
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tRilr^ <ewt|jpmely long in proportion to 
the:JI«^y^'«and has a large white tuft at 
the end. When fitting on the ground 
they have much the appearance of rats, 
but are about twice the fizc, and o£»a 
;||^ulic ligliter colour. 


continued our journey, travel ling at 

' thfe rate of about three miles an hour, and 

• * 

at ten o’clock arrived at a town called 


Kara TAP A. Here my Tatar difmilled tlje 
fervant he brought from Bagdad, after 
giving him a fevere horfe-whipping. At 
eleven wo fet out again on frefli horfes, 
the Turk and his fervant fiill accon’’'“'’^v- 


ing us. 


SITNUAY, JULY 23. 

After w’e left Karatapa, though the 
road W'as often very rugged, and w'e had 
fometiraes difficulty enough t^. difeern 
any track, \yc rode full gallop the greater, 
part of the way. One fervant ufually 
leads one or two horfes, and thofe are 
2 whipped 
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whipped by tl)e Tatar or other 
who follow. One of the fcrvan^^P^!"^ 
to whip my horfei but, being ^ well 
mounted as any of the party, I thought 
ray/elf able to ride as well as they. It 


alfo appeared to me fomewhat difgracefu^* 
to fuffer my horfe to be whipped by another ^ 
perfon ; and on one of the fervants flrik;i|E^ 
my beail, I turned round and lathed 


'This was a broad hint, to be furc ; but'ii; 


had the dcfircd effect; for they never 
offered to whip my horfe afterwards. 


Travelling ftill on full gallop, we paffed 
more, of thofe encampments where the 
An. 'itioned to exact money. As ' 

the iiig . as very dark, no moon being 
vifible, and the roads exceedingly rough, 
there was fcarcely a horfe among the party 
but had one or more falls, though thofe 
cattle are in general very fure-footed. 

We arrjived at Kuppree" at half part twd 
o’clock, after crojfsing the river Nari*? 
over a ffonc bridge. 


I 4 


At 
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■ o’clock we fct out again on 

frdl^liwfe, and palfcd over a very barren 
country, not meeting with a lingle habi> 
tation. We continued along the bafts of 
a chain of hills on our right, running ^all 
and Wert, and, though galloping all the 
way, met*' with no accident, the road 
,lfeing in general very good. Some of our 
horfes, however, were fo much tir^d, that 
we w’erc obliged, to leave them behjnd, 
and mount the led horfes which are al- 
ways kept in referve. At half- part: fix 
o’clock wc arrived at a town called Tus- 
coMARFEE, whcrc WC rcrtcd. 

Tuscomartee is very plcafantly fitu- 
ated to the North, at the foot of fomc 
hills, and is well watered by feveral clear 
ftreams that flow from them. It c6m- 
mands a very fine profpc6l over an exteii- 
rtve valo to the South ; in which it fliould 
feem that in- winter there is a great deal of 
grafe, if we might judge from the long 
brown tufts that ftill f^iaincd. The fun 

* 

is fo very pdwerful at i^jis fcafon as to de-* 
rtroy all vegetation, ex<;(ipt near the rivulets 

" Uiat 
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that flow from the mountains, 
find numerous flocks of Ihecp and herds 
of cattle. Thcfc, liowcver, the flicpherds 
are always obliged to drive to the town in 
the owning, on account of the wild bcafts. 
Though we had a view over this vale for 
near fifteen or twenty miles, I could not 
difeover a Angle habitation. 


'Our fare at the Conacs was tolerable, 
and the people were very attentive. In- 
deed, if any of the fervants, or even tlie 
mailers of the Conacs, had neglected their 
duty, my Tatar would not have failed to 
give them a good hoiic- whipping. 

Their mutton is very fine, as is their 
poultry alfo. Their kids too arc very good ; 
but they drefs their viduals too much for 
an Englifliman, and cat extravagantly of 
the fat. Their bread is mollly^in thin, 
cakes, and tolerably good. My diet here 
was chiefly bread and milk. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon we left 
Tuscomartee; and, galloping the whole 

of 
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over a barren country, arrived 
at lialf paft fix at a town called Taook. 

Taook is fituated on the North of the 
fame cxtenfive vale, which is abovit twenty 
miles o\;cr, and has a chain of mountains 
pn each fide, running Eatl and Wefi:. 

Wc let out from Taook at-, half paft 
eight o’clock, and, afU'r riding about Tohr 
miles, arrived at a town called 'fEPELLEE 
in the fiimc vale, watered by fevc.ral' 
itreams flowing frora tlic mountains on the 
North. We did not ftop at Tepkllee, 
but exmtinued our jouriu y, riding at about 
four miles an hour, the roads being very 
rough, and I'omclimes intricate, 

In the nights, which W'cre now very 

f 

dark, 1 could not but think that going full 
gallop over fucji rough ground muft be 
attended with fome clanger; and I there- 
fore cheeked iny^ Tatar; but while the 
day-light continued permitted him to go 
as faft as he chofe. 


The 
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The Tatars are excellent ridcili,’ 
the greater part of their time on borfe* 
back; they liaye not, however, the leaft 
regard for the beads, but gallop up hill or 
down without dirtin<!n;ion, and keep on till 
.foihctimes the horfes fall under the fatigue, 
unable to go any farther. Neverthejefs, 
thefc horfes arc much more hardy and 
able to cn4<ire fatigue, than thofe of Eu- 
rope. The riders do not feem to be much 
afraid of a fall, w'hich often hapj)ens in 
galloping dow'ii hill ; for tlie cap preferves 
the head, the cumberhand the body, and 
the ftrong boots the legs; and the loot is 
very eafily clifengaged from the dirrups, 
which arc iron-plates, nearly as long as 
the foot. 



jyfONDAY, JULY 2i. 

* 

We eontinued riding moderately till 
two o’clock, when we arrived at Kir- 
cooE, alfo fitualed in -the vale before- 
mentioned.. - 
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.. we fet out again on frefli horfes at three 
6’clock, and foon after afeended the chain 
of mountains on our right. Near the 
fummit we found feveral Naplitha pits. 
Tbefe are dug out of tlie rock, are* about 
three feet deep, and into them the Naphtha 
oozes in a thick liquid, having a very ftrong 
fmcll, nearly rcfembling that of our coal- 
tar. Juft above thefe pits w^re feveral 
rocks of fait. ^ 

^ a',; 

"Wc foon after found ourfclves ampng 
fome hills thaped like hay-cocks, wlftich 
appear to have been fo formed by water, 
being covered with pebbles and ftiells, 
like thofe ufually feen on the fidcs of 
rivers. 

Toward the top of this chain of moun- 
tains, thefe round hills were very large ; but 
they gradually diminifticd for about two 
miles, when we defeended into an exten- 
five vale. “ , „ ^ 

This was to us a great relief; for it was 
moft unpleafant travelling among thofe : 

5 hills, ^ 
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hills, being obliged to make 
courfe, and finding them in fome' plabes fo 
extremely ftcep, that it was with diffi- 
culty our horfes could keep their feet, the 
roundifli pebbles giving way under their 
tread. Some of thofe hills towards the 
bottom were not much larger than»a good- 
lized hay-cock; and feen from the vale 
below they had a very fingular appear- 
ance, extending from Eaft to Well, as far 
the eye^uld reach. 

immenfe range of mountains ap- 
pears as if it had onc;e formed a barrier. 
Along the top arc the remains of a very 
ftrong wall, built with Hone and cemented 
with bitumen. 


Soon after we had defeended into the 
vale, we puflied on, in a gallop the greater 
part of the way, to Alton Kuppree, 
where we arrived at half pall feven o*clock. 


This is a large an4 popiilou^ 
on an illand fornEjed by' the river Alton, 
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itfelf clofe above the town, and ‘ 
uniting again a little below it, the town 
nearly covering the whole itland. Herer 
is at prefent a very large garrifon of Turk- 
ilh foldicrs; and the town may be deemed 
impregnable, being difficult of accefs, and 
the ufe of artillery not known in this 
country* 

.1 ^ , S 

On entering the town we crofied tlk? 
river, over wbicl) is a ftone brid^ of one 
arch, the hip>hcit I ever faw'. The paflago 
over this bridge is very difagreeabl^i^^ 
being cxccoclingly fteep on both tides,' and 
like a Gothic arcli running up to a point 
in the center. The pavement upon the 
}>ridgc too is very bad, and my horfe bad 
fcv(M’ai falls before I got over it. This 
town is at profent the capital of Tiirkifh 
CuRDiSTAN, and a Baffiaw rcfides in it. 

We fet oftit again at five o’clock in the 
afternoon, and on leaving the town crofifed 
the ofhe|; branch €$ the river, over which 
i>ai, bridge of two af^Bes. ...This river con- 
tains 
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tains a large body of water, and %Ila 
the Tigris, a few miles below the town* . 

Soon after we left Alton Kuppreb, 
we entered a very hne and well eultivated 
counfry, fertile in corn and garden vege- 
' tables, the former being then aboiit to. be 
cut.' A journey of about fix miles brought 
us again among hills, witli very little culf 
li vat ions ‘‘nor did we Ice much fiitilify till 

m 

'wc arrived near Evrill, wlilcii is thirty* 
two miics from Alton Kuvpree; ' 

Evrill appears to have been formerly a 
place of fomc importance, for it exhibits 
the remains of an old caftle on the top ui 
an artificial hill on tlie Weti fide of the 
town, and iuthc vicinity arc fcveral Naph- 
tha pits. It is faid to be the ancient Arbe- 
LA, near which Alexander fought with 
Darius, and the country for fome diftance 
round it is an open champaign., We did 
not change horfes here, but jeontinued our 
journey four iiiiles fartheiv and at eleven 
o’clock arrived at a town called AnfXAVA. 

Fot 
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Fof lihe greateft part of this ftage the road 
,was very good. 


TUESDAY, JULY 25 . 

This morning vvc fct out from Ankava 

at half pall one, and, riding very fait, at 

five reached a fmall town called Killick, 

on the l)anks of the river Zar?. , Here 

% 

was a caravan waiting to crofs the river, a 
palfagc that mull take up a confidcrable 
time, being without boats. The horfes 
iind camels fwiin acrofs, three or four at 
a time, being led by a man who fwims 
buoyed up by a goat’s Ik in inflated with 

winds wdiicli he keeps under Iiis breaft. 

The merchandize and paflengers arc car- 
ried over on a platform, which is fupported 
by tl^/fhme kind of Ikins blown up in 
jH’bpbrtion to the weight they have to 
carry. W^^rofled over in. this manner, 
and wefc not detained long, the conduc- 
tor of the caray|n giving us, as ilrangers, 
the j)rete1'ence. ~ 


The 
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The Zarp is a very large aud perfectly 
clear river, flowing from fonie very higli 
mountains to the northward, capped with 
fnow. The country near the river appears 
to be very fertile, and produces great quan- 
tities of corn, which the inhabitants were 
employed in cutting. Having eroded the 
Zarp, wc were foon re-moiwitcd, and 
after ridiAg about fix miles through a fer- 
Ole country, arrived at another confidcr- 
ablc river called the Hazir, wliich flows 
from near the fame fource. This is not 
fd large as the Zarp, but as there were 
no conveyances, it was with fome difficulty 
we were enabled to ford it, being now un- 
ufually liigli on account of the fnow melt- 
ing from the mountains. 

We rode very faft over a fine champaign 
for about iix miles further, and at eight 
o’clock arrived at a town called Kara- 
XOOSH. 

Horfes not being ready, , We had to wait 
an hour, though 1 wafe very anxious to get 
to Mosul this morning, as I thought it 

K would 
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would gain me a day. Horfes were 
brought a little after nine o’clock; but 
the fun was now become cxcefsively hot, 
the inhabitants began to retire into the 
ihade, and fome of them down into deep 
vaults. " This part of the country is 
reckoned the moft dangerous at this feafon, 
on account of the Samiel winds, which 
arc now at their greated flrchgth, and 
more people arc dcltroyed by them than 
in any other way. Both my Tatar and 
myfclf being exceedingly well mounted, 
wc fet out at full fpeed, and continued 
that pace molt pari oi‘ the way, which is 
near twenty n’ilcs; for the Samiel winds 
were ])eglnnlng to rife b(^fore wc could 
reach Mosul, and they would have gained 
lircngth fo fait, that 1 have no doubt if 
vve had been an hour later, expofed as wc 
were, , the whole parly, men and horfes, 
would have been laid dead on the ground. 
We readied Mosul at a quarter before 
eleven o’cloiekj, after crofsing the Tigris 
*vep a bridge of boats. From my topg 
expofufe to the. fun, the Ikin had come 
off both my hands and face. Immediately 

5 -L OIJ 
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on my arrival I went to bathe in' tbc 
mums, which I found very refreftiing. 

Mosul, which is faiJ’ by fome of the 
inhabitants to be the ancient Nineveh, is 
plcafantly fituatcd on a declivity upon the 
right banks of the Tigris. What it may 
formerly have been I cannot fay, but it is 
now a very large town, and contains many 
Jiandfome buildings, exclufive of the hum- 
mums, mofqucs, and minarets, which are ;^. 

all built of hewn ftone. 

■ 

Here is not fo much referve of manners 
as in the cities to the call ward, women of 
all deferiptions being nearly as much cx- 
pofed as in Europe. I'he town is very 
populous, anti comprifes men of various 
religions; but the great bulk of the inha- 
bitants are Curds, or, as the Arabs call 
them, Kurks. 

I took a guide and went ovor moft part 
of the town. The Bazar ia?larg^ and Well 
fupplied; and moft of -the articles, except 
K 2 . ’ clothing, 
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olo®rigf are very moderate. The people 
appeared miich more induftrious than any 
1 had feen before fince I left India. Va- 
rious manufadlories are carried on, and in 
fome they excel the Europeans. Their 
faddles and trappings for horfes, in parti- 
cular, are very elegant. They alfo make 
carpets of filk, with flowers worked in 
them, which feem to vie with the befl of 
oiir manufactures. Tliey arc alfo very, 
dexterous in making edgings and trim- 
mings of various kinds, both for men and 
women. 'I'lieir manufa<5torics in copp^. 
and iron too arc very numerous ; and a 
great variety of articles made of thofc 
metals arc font clown the Tigris as low as 
Bussora, cxcluflve of the immenfe quan- 
tity of metal font down unmanufa<5tured ; 
for they get the ore in abundance from the 
mountains to the northward. 

The town of Mosul is furrounded by a 
ftrong lofty w^l built with hewn ftone. 
'the ’'fpRce wll^jnp the wall is not entirely ^ 
occupied "by ho^s, many places being 

' covered 
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covered with ruins, which proves that it 
has once been much more populous than 
at prcfent. 


Dirc6lly oppofite the Conac where I 
Hopped was the Court of Jufti/je. The 
trials here arc very Ihort; for in lefs than 
five minutes after the prifoner is taken be- 
fore the.court, if he be found guilty, he 
conveyed to receive his punilhment. 
The Court of Juflice is opened at fun-rife; 
byt it does not continue above two hours, 
for, as the reader will perceive, they have 
a method of difpatching bulinefs very 
quickly. 

I met here a Venetian Padre named 
Moneur, with whom I converfed in Latin, 
which he fpoko very fluently. He bad re- 
cently received letters from Constanti- 
nople, giving an account of thp. French 
having invaded his country, at .'which 
he feemed much conceme^,. was a 
very intelligent pleafantjifeanj ahd^iuch 
more learned than many of ttie fraternity* 
He had his mifsion from tne Pope, had 
K 3 been 
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been at Mosul two years and ciglit 
months, and intended going to India 
very foon. There was not a perfon in the 
whole lowp that underftood cither French 
or Engliih. 


'■ I ..1 

I here found that I could not proceed 
by. the ufual route, on account of the 
then turbulent Itate of the country. The 
inliabitants of Jessekra were in open re- 
bellion againft the 'lurkifh government, 
had killed the J3artiaw, and committed 
many other exceffes. I uas alfo told, that 
it was very dangerous to go even a few 
miles from Mosul without a flrong guard. 
In confequence of ibis information, my 
Tatar waited on t!ie Bathaw with the 
firmaun, who immediately ordered a 
guard of an officer and fixteen horfemen. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 2G. 

' •'S " i ' . 

At four o’cloplc in the afternoon we 
Were informed that our guards and fer- 
vants^ were ready. We mounted, and 

found 
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found them waiting for us at UiQ., 
gate. 


I had now the mortification to find my 
Tatar again breaking his proraifc by taking 
the*mcrchandi'zc further. 'Ihougii I had 
not hitherto been much detained by- it, I 
thought that it might be a temptation to 
the numerous horcirs of banditti that infeil 
this country; hut as I had no allerna.tft4; 
I was forced to fubniit to this, grofs impcf- 
fition. I he horfes belonging to the whole 
party were exceedingly good, and this 
was perlc^lly nccefiary, as we had to travel 
upwards of a hundred and fifty miles be- 
fore wc could obtain frelli ones. The of- 
ficer’s horfe was a beautiful white Arabian, 
exceedingly fwift. 

Soon after we had left the town, many 
of the horfemen, to give their beaits a 
breathing, exercifed with their fpears, 

which to me was one of the fineft fights I 
had ever beheld. The 0$i^r wore a .Icarlet 
gown and cameline ; lys cap was near two 
feet high, and fliapcd like the crown of 
K 4 - halt; 
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beard was long and black ; and 
he was about thirty years of age. The 
foldiers were drefled in white, with fcarlct- 
caps and turbans, and only wore muf- 
taches. 

t 

The unfettled rtate of the country com- 
pelled us to travel up the right banks of 
the Tigris. We rode moderately at about 
four miles an hour, and at feven '.o’clock 
arrived at a fmall village on the banks of 
the river, where we rotVelhcd. The coun- 
try through which we had palled from 
Mosul to this village is very well culti- 
vated, producing great quantities of corn; 
and nearly the whole of the way we faw 
ruins on both fiJes of the river, feme at a 
confidcrable diltance, and others clofe on 
the banks. This village is fituatcd on the 
top of an almoll perpendicular cliff, about 
a hundred and fifty yards above the river. 

We fet out again at eight o’clock, our 
gu^d now amounting to twenty horfemen. 
The road foon became very hilly and 
rugged; but after wc had got through 

fome 
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fome very flcep and narrow pa(fes, ' 

only one liorfc could go at a time, we 
again came to the banks of the Tigris. 
The night was dark, and the road fo very 
bad, that it was with much difficulty wc 
could make any progrefs. We now turned 
' to the fouthward, leaving the Tigris' on 
our right, and joined a large caravan going 
to Diarbekir. It conlhted of about two^ 

thoufand’*camels, three thoufand all'es and 

« 

mules, and one thoufand horles ; the whole 
being conduiled by an Arab Sheik, with 
a eoniiderable number of guards. 


THURSDAY, JULY 27. 

Soon after we had come up with the 
caravan, which was about one o’clock in 
the morning, feveral Tatars going to Di- 
arbekir joined our party; for, tljough 
equipped to travel much Fafter than a ca- 
ravan, they were afraid to pufh . forward. 
There arc no (ixed refidences in this coun- 
try', ajid it is at piefent much infefted by 
wandering hordes of bandittL When the 

Tatars 
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*iifeA» had joined our party it amounted 
to forty horfe. We now rode faflcr than 
the caravan, which formed a continued 
line of full fix miles, and came up with 
the head of it at five o’clock. We then 
flopped by the fide of a fmall rivulet on 
an extenfive plain, llerealfo the caravan ' 
flopped, unloading their beafls of burden, 
and pitching their tents as they came up. 

My Tatar not having provided proper 
accommodations, I was obliged to lie 
down on the bare earth with all my clothes 
on. 1 llept, however, till feven o’clock, 
when the fun became very hot, I then 
went into the Arab Sheik’s tent, and 
breakfafted with him. 

Near this rivulet is a lofty mound of 
earth, which commands an extenfive prof- 
pe6l over the plain. On the top of this 
mound the Sheik kept a watch the whole 
day, to prevent a furprizc. Of thofe lofty 
mounds of earth there are many in this 
country, and they are no doubt artificial, 
as they always fland fingly on extenfive 

plains. 
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plains. Tliey muft, however, have 
much labour, feme of tlicm being ex- 
tremely large. 

I JicTC caught fonie locufts of, an extra- 
ordinary fize, and very thick in proportion 
to their length. They h.ave nh wings, 
move flovvly, and arc cafily taken. 1 foon 
found it .neccflhry to be careful that they 
did not 6ite me, for I am perfuaded that 
they could eafily have bitten my finger to 
the bone. 1 tried one with a twig about 
as thick as a quill, which it bit through iii- 
ftantly. I then dilfeotcd one, and on ex- 
amining one of its grindeib found it nearly 
as large' as a human toolli, and fo hard, 
that I was not able to make any imprefsion 
on it with my penknife. The grinders 
were nearly the colour of mahogany. 

Finding, that we were not molcfted by 
flies or other infedfs, and arcrlblng this 
circumflancc to the cxcefsive heal of thq 
fun at this fcafon, I made an experiment 
on one of thefe large locufts, by expoling 
it to the fun, which actually killed it in 
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ri^”than'aii,hour. I alfo found that flics, 
when cxpofed in tlie middle of the day, 
fell down almott inftantly; and that all 
kinds of infedls mull either get into fome 
fliade, or inevitably perifli. ^ 

I# , 

The Sheik was under fome apprehenfions 
that he fliould be attacked, and took, of 
courfe, every ncccfl’ary precaution. He 
kept about fifty horfemen ready to mount 
in a moment, and font others eight or ten 
miles round as a patrole. It was near this 
place that the Tatar whom I have men- 
tioned before * was murdered, and this 
circuinftancc was flill frclh in the minds 
of the people. It mufl:, however, have 
required a very conflderable force to have 
cut off this caravan, there being nearly as 
many men as beafts, of burden, and every 
one armed with fome fort of weapon. 
The greateft part had long fpcars, and 
though Ihefe might not appear very for- 
midable againtt regular European troops, 
they are perfe<SHy well adapted to tjje 


* Pag® 35* 
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prefent mode of fighting in thii^Couht^l 
Some of the people had bows and arrows^' 
and, indeed, one of the Tatars was armed 
with them. This man was very dexterous 
in fljooting ; when on horfeback, he car- 
ried his bow and quiver flung over , his 
flioulder, and appeared capable of doing 
more execution than the fpear-men. 

, The ground whereon we were en- 
camped was covered with long dried grafs 
and tobacco leaves, both quite brown 
and withered ; for no green thing appeai-s 
here, except in the immediate vicinity of 
water. 

Some of the people belonging to the 
caravan fet the grafs on fire to leeward of 
the encampment, which fpread very ra- 
pidly, and quickly confumed its fuel. 

> V ' 

At half paft five o’clock we fet out with 
this immenfe caravan, which required two 
liours to be put in motion ; and our Mosul 
guard now returned. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, JULY 28. 

We continued in company will? the 
caravan till three o’clock this mornint;, 
travcllijig at the rale of only three miles 
an hour. The foremoft perfons of the 
caravan tiien began to pitch their tents by 
the tide of a rivulet. 

Being joined by the Diarbekir Tatars 
and five Arabs, whicii made our party 
amount to twenty liorfe, we now left the 
caravan, and pullied ibrward, at the rate 
of fix miles an hour, over an ooen defert 
country, in ulilch not a habitation nor 
'Juiy fpecLCS of cultivation were U> bo fccn. 

At fun-rife we came to fome rivulets, 
wbofe banks were covered with grafs and 
rulhes, growing very thick and long. 
Among thefc were fevcral wild hogs, 
which rulhed out to the neighbouring 
plain as w^e approached. I faw one 
drove of about twenty running towards a 

rivulet, 
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rivulet, as if they intended to crofsi^ 
all the noife the whole party could iiaake 
was not fufficicnt to turn them. Being 
exceedingly well mounted, I purfued them 
at fdll fpeed, having witli me two Arabs 
armed with their long fpcars. Wc^overtook 
them at the rivulet, when tlie whole herd 
riilhed through, and ran acrofs tlie plain, 
except one, which attempted to hide him- 
felf among the rufhes. The Arabs with 
their fpcars foon found him out. lie at- 
tempted to run acrofs the plain after tJie 
others, but we purfued clofcly, and turned 
him. I foon found that the .Vrabs were 
more dextrous than inyfclf, for tljey Iu;ct 
fpeared liim before 1 was able to get a cut 
at him with my fabre. After he had been 
wounded two or three times, he became 
exceedingly furious, and ran at ourdiorfes, 
while we endeavoured to keep him off with 
our weapons. U he Arabs had the advan- 
tage with their long fpears, ^s I could not 
cut him with my fabre till I was very liear 
him. Through my Inattejjtion and .want 
of experience, he at one time actually 
touched my horfe with his tulks, and. J 
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^ being difmountcd. Such 

’ RD acoident might have' proved fatal, as 
the hog would foon have deftroyed me 
while on the ground. He alfo touched 
one of the Arabs horfes, but did not greally 
injure either, the' horfes being very quick ^ 
in their motions. He foamed at the 
mouth, and fnatched at the fpcars, or any 
thing that came near him. AV'hi-le he had 
Jlrength we were all afraid to clofe upon 
l>im, and only wounded him as he run at 
us. He foon, however, became weak 
through lofs of blood, and wc then clofed 
upon him, fpearing and cutting till at laft 
lie fell. 1 did not oblerve that he made 
the leaft noife either during the chace or 
Avhilc we were killing him. He was rather 
under the middling lizc, and his colour 
was a..deep red. 

The reft of the party did not interfere, 
but remained quiet fpedlators, and were 
highly entertained. To me it was one of 
the greatelV treats that could pofsibly have 
happened, as I had never witnefled any 
thing of the kind before. 1 had frequently 

feen 
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fcctt wild hogs, and had wifhed .iinuch tai, 
attack them, but was afraid to do it alone, 
and am now fully convinced how impru- 
dent it would have been. They defend 
themfelves much longer than I could have 
• imagined, and when irritated np animal 
can be more furious. We left the hog 
dead upon the ground, and foon after- 
wards faw a very large brown wolf. 

f 

We again continued our route at the 
rate of fix miles an hour, till half pad 
eight o’clock, when W arrived at one of 
thofe artificial hills fituated on an extenfive 
plain by a pleafant livulct of clear v ?ttr. 
There is no fixed refidence to be feen near 
this place, and the tents are only tempo- 
rary, to accommodate travellers who are 
obliged to pafs through this unfrequented 
route on account of the prefent didurbed 
date of the country. 

We flept in a tent pitched by the fide 
of the rivulet, and I was fortunati? in 
getting a little bread and milk. I bathed 
in the rivulet, and found it very refrelhine. 

L lalfo 



A journey Fruiw iirnTA.. 

dlXo felt much eafe and comfort from 
having my.hcad fliaved, and always walhcd 
my head in cold water whenever I had an 
opportunity. 

» 

At five„o’clock in the afternoon we again 
mounted our horfcs; and after travelling 
ten miles nearly due Weft, over an open 
country which appears to have been once 
inhabited and cultivated, though now en-# 
tircly Ibrfakcn, we came to fome " fine 
ftreams of water, on the banks of one pf 
which are the ruins of a . city, which ap- 
pears to have been once very extcnlive, 
and nearly in the fliape of a half moon. 
Here were many hewn ftones of very large 
dimenftons; and among the ruins I faw a 
ftone coffin, with the lower part entire, 
but could not difeover any infeription 
either on the ftones or on the coffin. 
About this unfrequented place no living 
creatures are to be feen, except wild hogs, 
a few wolves, and fome eagles, the latter 
very tame. The ftreams, however, 
abounded with fifh. 
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We continued our route nearly 
Weft till nine o’clock, when, having * 
crofted .a rivulet, we turned to the north- 
ward. One of our party about this time 
loft^his way, but on his firing a piflol, we 
were enabled to find him. The night being 
very dark, and there being -no road or 
path to follow, it was fometimes with the 
utmoft difficulty that we could proceed. 

At midnight we reached a fmall place 
called Thies, which contained merely a 
few houfes built on one of thofe artificial 
hills of which I have before made men- 
tion. We refted here half an hour; for I 
was now almoft exhaufted with hunger 
and fatigue. 


SATURDAY, JULY 29. 

> 

We fet out again fronj Tries, at half 
paft twelve o’clock, witliout having been 
able to procure any refrefhment. Soon 
after our quitting the place we loft our 
way, it being extremely dark, - and got 

L 2 into 
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from which it 

mras near an hour before we could extricate 
ourfch'cs. We then crolTed feveral ftrcams 
that flow from a chain of mountains to 
the northward, and rode brifkly till three 
o*clock^ when we arrived at Nissibin. 

1 congratulated inyfelf on again enter- 
ing an inhabited country, with marks of 
cultivation, which I had not fecn fincc In 
<juitted the neighbourhood of Mosul. 

Our Arab guides now left us ; but wc 
were ftill fifteen in number, and for a 
party fo large we were .not able to pro- 
cure a fufficicnt number of horfes before 
feven o’clock. 

Nissibin is at prefent a fmall and mi- 
fcrable place; but the many circumjacent 
ruins imply that it has once been of more 
confequence. 

We had now got into the common road ; 
but moft of the party being badly mounted, 
we were obliged to travel flowly. The 

fun 
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fun becoming exceedingly ho^ ^wiljiedf 
much to get to Mardin as fooD as 
fiblc. 

About fix miles weftward from Nissibin 
are fome magnificent ruins of an ancient 
palace, which appears to have been very 
lofty, fome parts of the building being 
ftill of a great height. I had the curiofity ‘ 
to ride into the inner fquare, wliere I 
found fome Curds drawing water from a 
well in the centre about forty yards deep. 
The water was very cold and exceedingly 
clear. The walls of the building are of 
aftonifliing thicknefs; a ftone ftaircafe re- 
mains almoft entire; and fome parts of the 
walls, which have been undermined, are 
fo ftrongly cemented, that in their fall 
they Hill adhere together. 

We now pafTed throqgh a finely culti- 
vated country, a chain of lofty mountains 
on our right ranging Eaft and Weft, having 
th^ir Tides covered with fir-trees* 

L 3 
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,;N0£l^ut twelve miles weft ward of the firft 
ruins is another heap, among which a very- 
lofty arch remains entire. Near thefc 
ruins, and a little out of the road towards 
the mountains, were fome young Curd 
women ruilking their goats. I took my 
Tatar with me, and procured fome milk. 
The features of thefc women were much 
handfomer than thofe of the Arabs, and 
they are nearly as fair as the women m 
England. 

Being now again expofed in the middle 
of the day, I fulfercd much from the cx- 
cefsive heat of the fun. The hot winds 
too began to collect; but before they had 
acquired ftrength enough to be dangerous, 
W’e pafled the village called Akin, and 
afeended the fide of the mountain towards 
Mar DIN, when I happily found myfelf 
out of their reach, as they never prevail 
in elevated fituations; and I have fre- 
quently obferved, that whenever they 
ftiape their courfe towards a mountain, 
they foon fublide. From near the top of 
5 thefc 
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thcfe mountains, I had an oppc^unity of ' 
obferving the progrefs of the hot w^tts» 
which was nearly fimilar to what I had oK-. 
ferved of them when on the banks of the 
Tigris, with this difference only, that 
,thi^ being a mountainous filuation, and 
the other quite level, they here loflr their 
force by approaching the mountains, and. 
in the other cafe by. crofsing the river. 

Though there is much cultivation and 
fome fine palhirc in the vale below, the 
people are obliged to drive their flocks 
towards the mountains, whenever and fo 
long as thofc winds prevail. 

The afeent was by a bad road, and our 
progrefs fo yery flow', that it was three 
o’clock in the afternoon before we arrived 
at Mardin, and our horfes were com- 
pletely tired. 

Mardin, fituated at the top of a very 
lofty and rugged mountain, is a city of 
cbnfiderable fize, and very populous. The 
greater part of the inhabitants are Araie- 
L 4 nians. 
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nkns* ^who are very induftrious, and carry 
oA'^ federal manufa<5i:ories. The city is fur- 
rounded by a ftrong and lofty wall built 
with hewn ftone; and on the fummit of 
the mountain is a llrong fort, on which 
a few cannon arc mounted. 

r 

The city is built on the fouth fide of the 
mountain, at a part where it is extremely 
flecp. The houfes are much better built 
than any that I had feen fince I left In- 
dia. The ftreets run Eaft and Weft, and 
have fteps communicating from one to an- 
other. The bafes of the houfes in the 
upper ftreet are even with the tops of the 
houfes in the ftreet below. The city is 
very well fupplied with water, and of 
^ood quality, 

The inhabitants, who feem to be a hof- 
pitable wcU-difpofed people, enjoy a purp 
air, have as fair complexions as the people 
in England, and in general appear ruddy 
and healthy. Many of the women arc 
very beautiful, and expofe their perfohs 
nearly as much as the ladies in Europe. 

*4 J^rovifions, 
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Provifions, and vegetables in pRi^ulart. . 
arc plentiful, good, and cheap; tlifey 
alfo raoft kinds of fruits, and of the finefl r ' 
quality, the climate being exceedingly 
hot in the valleys, and temperate on thp 
mountains, 

I found here a mifsionary from Rome, 
with whom I converfed in Latin. He was 
an intcllrgent jileafant man, and informed 
me of many occurrences in Europe, of 
which I had not before heard. The mif- 
fionaries correfpond with each other all 
over the Empire, and are fpeedily ac- 
quainted with every material tranfa^tion 
both here and in Europe. 

The Turks are of a difpont|on precifely 
the reverfe, and appear perfedtly indif- 
ferent to every thing that does not imme- 
diately concern them. 

This city, by its fituation, may be faid 
to be impregnable; and Ibme hiitorians 
affirm, that Tamerlane laid fiege to it 

for 
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for three years, without being able to re- 
.iduce it. 

Finding that it would be dangerous tra* 
‘Celling to Diarbekir without protection, 
my Tatar waited on the Bafhaw witfi the 
iirmaunj who immediately gave orders for * 
a guard. 


SUNDAY, JULY 30 . 

* 

We left Mardin this morning at ciglit 
o’clock, accompanied by one of the Di- 
arbekir Tatars and bis attendants, and 
defeended the north fide of the mountain 
on which the city is built; of which, 
though very fteep and rocky, every little 
patch of Aground capable of cultivation 
bore proofs of the induftry of the Arme- 
nians, in abundance of grapes, apples, 
pears, plumbs of various forts, cucumbers, 
■melons, and almoft all kinds of European 
fruits and vegetables. 


After 
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After we had croflbd this lofty chain of 
mountains, we reached an- extcnfive rang^ 
of round hills, the bottoms of which were- 
cultivated wherever there was water. The 
Curd women here labour in the fields as 
well as the men, and refemble much the 
peafantry of England. Among thefe 
hills we continued travelling for near 
twenty miles, when they gradually dimi- 
.nilhed as we defeended, and cultivation 
re-appeared. Some people were fowing, 
and others reaping. They have cattle and 
liorfes in abundance, very few Iheep, but 
a great number of goats, which feem bet- 
ter adapted to the fituation. The hills in 
general were thickly planted with trees, 
and wc did not get clear of them till half 
pall two o’clock, wlicn we arrived at the 
place where wc were to receive our guard 
for Diarbekir, 

♦ 

We found here a great number of fmall 
Iheds made of the branchcs'of trees, having 
their door-ways toward the North; The 
people live in thefe in preference to houfes 
at this fcafon of the year, and they were 

very 
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«f inhabitants, who appeared to 
bife all diligently employed. 

The women drefs differently from both 
the Arabs and Turks. They wear cap 
like that of a Huffar, feven or eight 
inches deep, covered with a white cloth, 
and bound with a iliawl or handkerchief 
round the forehead. Part of the white 
cloth protects the neck from the fun; but 
the face below the forehead is entirely 
expofed. Over their under drefs, tliey 
wear a loofe gown with ftiort wide fleeves, 
tied round the waift by a fafli. They 
wear no ftockings, but have yellow Turkifli 
flippers. 

They fpin with a rock and fpindlc, and 
I have feen fome of them weaving. I be- 
lieve them to be as happy people as exifl; 
in the world, and, indeed, content ap- 
pears in every countenance. 

We dined in one of thefe houfes, or 
rather fheds, with fome Turkifti officers, 
among whom was the commandant of 

a party 
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a parly ftationed here, to v^io^ jaajr 
Tatar prefented the Badiaw’s order for a 
guard. Though I have called it dining, 
the fact is, that I could not eat their 
vidlu^ls, every difti being rendered fo very 
,fat and greafy. Fortunately, however, 1 
prevailed on one of the women to go and 
milk a goat for me, and made a comfort- 
able meal of milk and bread. 

t 

It was eight o’clock in the evening be- 
fore we fet out, being obliged to continue 
on our Mardin horfes. After we had 
paired over this uniform range of hills, we 
had iVill to travel through fome ftceppafles, 
among wliich, about ten o’clock, it being 
then very dark, a laughable circumftance 
occurred.. The commander of our guard, 
who appeared^ to be a man of courage, 
faw a heart moving at a little dirtance. 
As we were far from any habitation, the’” 
whole party thought that it was a lion, 
and the lize and colour of the animal fa- 
voured the deception. The officer muf- 
tcred his troops, mort of them being ex- 
• ccedingly well mounted, and armed with 

long 



158 ? A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

l^gfpears, and rode toward the fuppofe^ 
lion ill a body; nor was it till they were 
almoit near enough to fpear him, that 
tliey were undeceived, by difeovering that 
it was a hog. , 

. On enquiry I found that among Ihefe 
hills lions arc very numerous, and deftroy 
many of the flocks belonging to the in- 
duitrious inhabitants. 

At eleven o’clock we forded a river, on 
whofe banks wore a great many tents be- 
longing to numerous gangs of banditti 
who infoft this part of the country. As 
foon as we had pafled them, our guard, 
expecting that they would follow us, hailed 
for a quarter of an hour, while we conti- 
nued our route. The robbers, having ob- 
ferved the troops, did not make any at- 
tempt, and our guards foon overtook us. At 
twelve o’clock we forded the river Tigris. 

At Mardin, and to the fouthward of 
Hiat extenfive range of lofty mountains, 
the Arabic is the prevailing language. To • 

the 
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the northward, the Turkilh langi^ge is 
more common. 


, MONDAY, JULY 31. 

■ 

After we had forded the Tigris, 
which was here very broad, we entered a 
line level well-cultivated country; and 
travelling at the rate of four miles an 
hour, at half paft four o’clock we again 
forded the Tigris at Diarbekir. We 

m 

had to wait till fun-rife, however, before 
the gates could be opened. 

Diarbekir is a large populous city, 
and the capital of an exteniive province 
of the fame name. It is pleafantly fitu- 
ated on an eminence upon the weftern 
banks of the Tigris, and furrounded by 

ftrong lofty wall built \^'ith hewn ftone. 
On the land-lide it has once been pro- 
tedted by three walls and two ditches, 
pact of which arc ftill to be feen. Toward 
the river, which runs nearly half round the 
•. city, nature has. ftfongly fortified it 1^ a 

‘ folid 
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widf ihOcli^libout twenty feet perpendicu- 
lar. On the walls are feveral towers, in 
which a guard is conllantly kept. 

They have alfo feme cannon there, 
chiefly hrafs field pieces of a fmall calibre, 
and a few brafs mortars ; but very few of 
cither are ferviceable. 

The city commands an extenfive and 
delightful profpe6t over a fertile country, 
and the winding Itreams of the Tigris 
add much to the beauty bf the feene. It 
is well watered by means of a canal from 
the Tigris, which is cut feveral miles 
above, and in fome places through very 
rugged ground. A branch of this canal 
runs on the outfide of the walls, on the 
weftern fide of the city, and foon after 
falls into the river. On this branch are 
feveral corn mills ; and it being very fteep 
where thofe mills are built, the water falls 
upon the w'heel, and by this means a fmall 
body of water acquires great power. They 
are fomething like our over-fliot mills in 
BNORyANO. 


I took 
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X took a guide and went 
greater part of the city. The houfes aril 
built with hewn ftone, and the flreets all 
paved. Many of the public edifices are 
very jelegant. The Armenian cathedral is 
,a large and handfome firudture, about 
the length of Weftminfter-hall, but not 
fo wide. The roof is fupported by two 
rows of pillars, and the whole of the floor 
is covered with carpets, for even the 
Turks on entering it pull off their Ihoes. 
The Armenian mode of worfliip is nearly 
limilar to that of the Roman Catholics ; 
they have their crucifixes and burning 
lamps. In tlie court before the cathedral 
is a very handfome fountain, wliich throws 
its water to a confiderable height. 

I vifited the manufadtories alfo, of which 
there are great numbers. They manufac- 
ture copper, -iron, wool, 9otton, filkr and 
feveral other ftaples. Some of thi^r wool ia 
very fine, and the weavers .ate numerous. 
People of the fame trade, ufually live to- 
gether; thus, one llreet contains nothing 
.but weavers; anpther ilreet, lhoe-makt;^rs; 

M _ another. 
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andtKfer/friiiths, &c. Theit leather is 
tery good, and ’they work it exceedingly 
well. I had cafes made for my pillols, 
which were executed very neatly. Here 
arc a great many dyers, and the waters of 
the Tigpis are faid to be peculiarly adapted 
to the purpofes of that trade. 

In fome branches, thefe people are 
equal, if not fuperior, to many Euro- 
peans; but the weavers are very inferior 
to the Engiifti ; and the cloth they make, 
whether of woollen, cotton, or lilk, is 
always very narrow. They entertain a 
very high opinion of the Britifli manufac- 
tures, and the very name of an Englilh- 
man is fufficient to gain the greateft re- 
fpe6t. 

\ 

The fuperfine broad cloth worn by the 
principal people is of Englifli manufa6ture, 
as are alfo their watches, of which latter I 
law a great many with Arabic chara^tew, 
made by Brookbank, of Comhill, Lon- 
don,” and fome by “ Prior, in London.** 


People 
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People of all defcriptions feein het^ to 
enjoy much liberty. The various fedts of 
Chrilliahs have their chapels and churches, 
and each follows his own mode of worlbip 
witliout moleflalion. 

My Tatar informed me, that there was 
a Padre here who could fpeak English; 
but, as he Was lame, if I wilhed to fee 
him 1 mud go to his houfe. 1 had fome 
doubts at firft whether the Tatar was in 
je(l or earned, as he often fpoke ironically; 
I therefore made him go with me, I 
found the Padre to be a Capuchin Friar, 
with his brown*hooded cloak on. He was 
exceedingly ignorant, did not know a word 
of Engl i 111, and underdood but littlo 
l.atin. He was very corpulentj had got 
the gout, and appeared as if he had been 
long accudomed to drink fometbing 
dronger than water. He was a father 
confelfor, and had a round fereen of blach 
gauze that he could let down by a line 
from the ceiling, and which inclofed the 
lair penitents when they came to receive 
• abfolution ; but finding him fo extremely 

M 2 ignorant, 
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gnorartt, and fuch a difgufting figure, 
1 made a very fhort ftay. 

I conceived this to be a mere device of 
my Tatar, to fhew what a mean opinion 
he entertained of the religion of the 
Franks, or, as they arc commonly called, 
Fringuis (the Arabs and Turks calling 
Europe Fringuiltan). lie jccrtainly 
thought that I had been of the fame per«» 
fuafiun, but finding me as little fatislicd 
witii my vifit as liimfclf, and being in- 
formed by me that the Englifii had no 
more crucifixes and images in their 
mofques thari the I’lirks, he was inelincd 
to entertain a more favourable opinion of 
the Englifii ; and I do not remember his 
ever calling me Frlngui afterwards. 

I do not, indeed, wonder that the 
Turks fiiould entertain fuch a prejudice 
• againft the Chriflian religion; for all the 
Chrifiian countries bordering upon llue 
Tu^kifii empire (and even the Greeks and 
Armenians among the Turks) have their 
crucirixc*s and images, which reprefent a 

kind 



TOWARDS EK'^DAND. 

,46 

kind of idol worlhip, to wliicb all MiodStlltt 
men have a particular avcrfion ; atid tbit 
aloii'.' is fufficicnt to prevent them from^ 
making any inquiries into the real merits 
of Chrillianity. 

I went a little above the city to bathe 
in the Tigris, the hummums being too 
relaxing. I had bathed in the hummums 
both at "Bagdad and Mosul, which an> 
‘fwers very well for cleanfing the Ikin, but 
I found much more benefit from bathing 
in cold water. I took with me a guide, 
and a fervant carrying fruit and refrelh- 
ments. 

The city has two gates to the weftward, 
which are the only ones ever opened. 
There is one to the eaftward, but if is al- 
ways kept Ihut, and we were in confe- 
quence obliged to go round greater part of 
the city, which covers about a fquaro mile, 
all the walls, except to the fouthward, 
being quite firaight, and about a mile 
lohg. Above the walls, on the eaft fide 
of the city, is a path Cut through the 
Ms folld 
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j&>^d rpck«, Rflid Another leading acrpfs the 
towards- the river. On the fide of this 
.^th are many holes cut out of thp rock, 
large enough to hold half a dozen people, 
and into many of thcfe the water falls 
from the rock perpendicularly. The Ihfty 
trees neap the rock forming an agreeable 
fiiade, and making it a pleafant cool re- 
treat, we faw, as we pafl'ed along this 
path, many Armenian women and'children 
bathing. I was a little furprifed to fcP' 
them as fair as any in England; but 
they walk much better than the women in 
Europe, their loofc drefs allowing free 
a6tion to the body, and they hav(^ befide 
a peculiar grace in every motion, to which 
Europeans are entire ftrangers. 

Though Diakbekir is a populous city, 
provifions plentiful, good, and cheap, 
every inhabitant enjoying full liberty, and 
that it is in many other refpedts a defir- 
able place to live in, yet there is one 
thing which is both difagreeable and dan- 
gerous, and rcfle<5ts great difgrace on -its 
government; the circumjacent country, to 
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a conllderable extent, is fo m.uch 

, i-F* I'i* ' >■ «# '■ ‘ 

with banditti, that no one can trs^vel to 
from the city without a ftrong miUtag^ 
guard. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 

My Tatar having procured from the 
Bafhawfan order for a guard, we fet out 
at half paft four o’clock in the afternoon, 
without any other than our own fervants. 
A Tatar wifhed to accompany us, but I 
was abfolute in refufing him, having be- 
fore been detained for want of horfes when 
our party was numerous. 

We rode about five miles over a very 
rich country, the whole of which was well 
cultivated. At half paft five we arrived 
at the barracks where we were to receive 
our guard. As they were not ready, it 
was half paft feven before- we fet forward. 
The guard confifted of an officer and 
fifteen men, all well mounted and armed, 
M 4 fome 
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fjjears, and others with fire arms. 
For a felV miles we had a tolerably good 
road, and a fine open country, with a 
good deal of cultivation ; but at ten o'clock 
we entered a wild defert country, the 
ground of which for many miles was co- 
vered with large ftoncs, whicli made it 
very <lii agreeable travelling. At eleven 
w'e eiofl'ed the bed of a river, now dry, 
in whidi a large gang ol banditti had 
pitched their tents. Our guard continued 
with us till midnight; but by that time 
we had got into. a very good road, the 
guard, therefore, left us and returned. 
"We now galloped for two hours as fait as 
the horfes could be made to go. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3. 

Turning to the right, and pafsingover 
feme rocky ground and a few Jiills, we 
afeended the mountain on which Ar- 
GEENAH is built, and arrived at theConac 
^t five p’cjoek in the morning. 

Argeenah 



Aroeekah is a large 
town built in a moft extraordinary^ Ixtua*^ 
tion. The mountain on which it is found- 
ed, is much ftcepcr tlian that of M ardin; 
and cannot be afccnded in front. - I'Jiere 
is, tfiereforc, a road up each fide of the 
mountain; and iicrofs the front .jf if are 
little narrow tracks, fo very deep that a 
fiilfe tlep would be inevitable deftru 61 ion 
both to h’orfe and rider. What could in- 
duce the building of a town in fuch a 
htuation it is dithcult to conjecture. 'I'here 
js*an extenlive plain below, with plenty of 
water; yet this is left wholly without cul- 
tivation, except a little below the Ar- 
CEENAH mountain. 


The mountain appears at a diftance like 
a barren rock, incapable of producing any 
vegetation; and, indeed, there is no fpon- 
tancoiis prodiidl; hut the indiiftry of the 
inhabitants amply repaifs the deficiency. 
In many places they have” gardens, pro- 
ducing various kinds of fruits and vegeta- 
blfcs, and in others tliey even carry mould 

to 



no A }OVSilHBX.;0lilM IVDlAy' 

■ : -J'- 

l^le artiScial gardens. They 
lave plenty of good water, an " the moun- 
tain abounds in iron ore, in the extrading 
of which. a great many people are em- 
ployed. 

We only rolled at Argeenah two * 
hours, fetting out again at feven o’cloc k 
on frelh horfes. 

Soon after our dcp-u irc wc found our- 
felves entered on a ooiplex chain of 
mountains, fo replete with dangerous nar- 
row pafles that we were above fix hours 
before we got over them. 

A confiderable branch of the Tigris 
runs at the foot of thefe mountains, making 
a winding courfe among them. Over this 
there has formerly been a very fine bridge 
of three arches, but only one now remains 
entire. This bridge appears, by the rem- 
nant 'of it, to have been the handfomefi; 
piece of architedure that 1 had feen fince 
I entered the Turkiih dominions. 

5 


We 
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We crofled a mountain a hn^ " lAaen '■* 
which is commonly called ARokE^AjI 
Medan, leaving the town on our right? 
It is a connderable fmelting-place, and 
had between, twenty and thirty fmelting* 
hovftjs at work. They colledt from the 
lurrpunding mountains iron, copper, and, 

" ore, and fome gold. Thefe they 
not’ out of mines, as is, the cafe 
i in . *» "ics, but colledt it from the 
•furface. 

• We pafled fev'’ral men and boys em- 
ployed in breaking pieces oft' the rocks; 
but the mountains are fo fteep, that they 
are obliged to carry the ore on the backs 
of all'es and mules. There is fcarcely any 
vegetation. The poor labouring people are 
very numerous, and go almoft naked. 

The officer who fuperintends the fmelt- 
ing houfes is ufually j^fteemed the moft 
confidential fervant in the Turktlh govern- 
ment, and is perfe<^ly independent of tlie 
Baftlaw of Diarbekir, though Medan is 
within his Pachalic. 

We 
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^Dow "jsaflcd • many dreadful preci- 
pices, the paths being frequently not more 
than a foot broad, and faw feveral Ikcle- 
tons of horfes that had fallen down thofe 
dangerous places. Having at length tra- 
velled beyond thefe mountains, we came 
into a vely plcafant valley, througli which 
the Tigris runs. Here were great num- 
bers of frefli water turtle, fomc of them 
rather large. I fhould imagine that they 
would be good ealing, but on enquiry T 
found that the natives never killed them. 

This is the moll: wcflcrn branch of the 
Tigris, which rifes among fomc hills 
at the head of this valley, and here feveral 
ftreams uniting form a tolerably large river. 

Having crofied the valley, we turned to 
the riglit over fome rugged hills, and came 
to the fide of a confidcrable fait- water 
lake, fifteen miles long and about four 
Voad. Though feveral fmall rivulets run 
into this lake, none run out of it. Towards 
the vveit end of it is a fmall ifland called 
Gurgeik, from which the lake takes its 

name. 



name. The ifland.is entirely covered 
houfes ; and , here are great numbers of 
boats, the inhabitants receiving water and 
every ncceflliry from the (bore. 

We^paffed the weft end of the lake at 
fun-fet; but fomo of our horfes were fo 
mucli wearied, that it was with dlfliculty 
we could^ proceed ; two ol‘ them, indeed, 
.laid down, and we were obliged to leave 
them. 

Soon after quitting the lake we got 
again among tome lofty mountains, and at 
lialf paft twelve o’clock at night arrived at 
a large town called Gkiimii-ly.' Of the 
Jaft tliirty-two liours 1 was twenty-eight 
on horfcback, an<l out of the laft forty- 
two hours liad only had one of fleep. 
My 'J atar had in this rel'pedt greatly the 
advantage ; for I have often feen him fleep 
on horfeback when the road was good and 
we were travelling at a flow pace. 

9 

On our arrival at the Conac, we received 
every attention that our fttuation required ; 

but 
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Wt^ 'as our beds were on the top of the 
Conac in the open air, we could not fl^ep 
after fun-rife. 


w THURSDAY, AUGUST flf. 

Not having been able to procure frefh 
horfes here, we fet out again ?it eleven 
o’clock on thofc which we brought from. 
Argeenah. After riding about eight 
miles over a very beautiful and well cuHi- 
vated country, we reached another confi- 
dcrable town called Kessibeek at one 
o’clock. 

Here too we were unfuccefsful in get- 
ting horfes, and we found a Bagdad Ta- 
tar, named Mala Bekir, waiting for the 
fame accommodation. He was returning 
from Constantinople to Bagdad, with 
fix loads, being twelve bales of broad cloth, 
under his charge. For his merchandize 
and attendants he required fifteen horfes. 
I found, .on enquiry, that the ufual al- 
lowance for a horfe-load of merchandize 

from 
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from Constantinople to Ba 60 A|> is qrte 
hundred piaftres. 

We remained here all day under fomc 
trees*by the fide of a pleafant llream, and 
> at night ilept upon the ground in the open 
air. 


I had brought fome Hollands gin with 
me from Bagdad ; hut not being much 
accuftomed to drink fpirits, I gave the 
whole of it to Mala Bekir, who foon 
got drunk with it, together with a few 
more Tatars to whom he had given fopic. 
The Turks who drink fpirits are certainly 
very beaflly in their manner of uflng 
them; for be the liquor ever fo ftrong, 
they will not touch it unlefs they, have 
above half a pint for a draught. 

The Armenians in this country make a 
fpirit from the grape which they call 
Rackec, and this they fell privately to the 
Turks. A young man, named Musta* 
PHA, whom my Tatar brought from Mo-i 
SUL, and intended, to take to Constant 

tinople. 




procured fonic Rackee, with 


whicii he got drunk, and behaved very ill*- 

Mustapha was in the character of an 

upper -fervant. His bufinefs was to look 

after the guides, and to drive the hordes as 

an afsiftant to my Talar, an office for 

which he was intended in due time. He 

was the fon of the Mailer of the Conac 

at Mosul., and was taken into our fcrvice 

. 1 * 

by my perniilsion, on which account I 
bad received many civilities from his fa- 
ther, who was particularly attentive to 
fliew me every thing worth feeing in Mo- 
sul. 


This mifconducl of Mustappia induced 
my Talar to beat him the following morn- 
ing. Soon after he had been corrected, 
however, having a pair of piftols of his 
own, he attempted to Ihoot the Tatar, 
but was prevented by fome of Mala 
Bek-Ir’s attendants. The piftols were now 
taken from him and broken to pieces; he 
was beaten again, and feemed to be vefy 
penite<ut^ and fubmifsive. This^ affair had 
palled over fonie time j but one day, bav- 
2 ing 



ing a large creefe hidden under hit.'^&''^y 
he got near my Tatar, and when hife 
thought he had a favourable opportunity 
attempted to cut his head off, which he 
certainly would have done had he not 
been prevented by another Tatar who was 
'pr^fent, and feizcd his arm as he was 
making the ftroke. The two Tatars now 
feized him, took the creefe from him, and 
thraflied him moft foundly. They did not, 
however, wifh to take his life, though he 
well deferved it; thus difeovering much 
more forbearance than ever I expeifted to 
have witnefled among the Turks. Mus* 
TAPiiA at laft extricated himfelf and at- 
tempted to run away ; but when he had 
got a few yards my Tatar threw the creefe 
at him, which turning round as it flew, 
the point of it ftuck in the lower part of 
Mustapha’s back. He did not die while 
we were here ; but there ;was not the lead: 
probability of his furviving it, there 
being no medical afsiftaiice to be had* 
The creefe is a weapon which the Turks 
wear in their eumberband, and the blade 
^ of which is ufually from two and a half ter 

N three 



.. fl«nsr 

th^iiBf'feet long. They are chiefly wornr 
by the poorer clafs ; for thofe who can af-^* 
ford to purchafe more coftly articles wear 
a dagger and a brace of piftols. The 
handle of the dagger is either ivory or 
filver, and the piftol-ftocks are moftly co'- 
vered with fllver. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 4.. 

We were Hill detained for want of 
horfes, there being none here at prefect 
in a condition to proceed. 

Mala Bekir fet out at noon with 
mules to carry his merchandize. We re- 
mained, and received a promlfe of having 
as many horfes as we chofc in the evening. 

Several people belonging to the town 
now brought their fpinning machines, andf 
began fpinning under the fliade of the trees 
that were near us. Obferving that they 
made confiderable progTcfs with a very 
ilmple machine, I employed my Icifure 
in taking a sketch of it. 


^fcriptioti 
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Defcription of a Spinning Machine, ufed at 
Kesssreek and Germilly, in Arme**" 
KiA, by which one man Jpins two threads, 
iV’iM the 1x00 threads he has fpun b^ore, 
ancTtums the wheel at the fame time. 

a The ipinner. 
b The wheel. 
e The thre^ fpindles. 

. d The two threads fpinning. 

e The ftrong line with which he turns the wheel fixed 
to his cumberbandy and running in a block 
* fattened to a poft behind him. 
f His former threads with a plummet thrown over a 
forked ttick behind him. 

g T wo forked fticks over which he throws his threads 
while ipinniiig. 

h Another forked ftick for his former threads. 
i The clue on which he winds his work when finittiedy 
fattened by a hook to his belt or cumberband. 


N, B. The threads may be as long as the fpinner 
choolbs, if the ground be fuitable. The line which 
turns the wheel mutt be twice the length of the ground. 
He joins his two threads at the end and hooks them 
to the plummet, then joins his former work, and 
win^ it on his clue as he returns to the wheel } then 
puts the two threads on to the third fpindle and begins 
again. 


N 3' 
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A Turk of fome confcquence in the 
town invited me and my Tatar to fup with 
him, and treated us very handfomely. 
We had pillaw, curry, and feveral other 
good dirties, and our hort: behaved, in the 
moft friendly manner. While we were at 
fupper. Word was brought that our horfes 
ivcrc ready. 

At half part eight o’clock, we fet out 
from Kessereek, and for -the iirrt four 
hours rode through a very populous and 
well cultivated country, at the rate of 
about rtvc miles an hour. 

I had often had occarton to find fault 
with iny horfes, the Tatar generally tak- 
ing the heft to himfeif. For this time, 
however, a very beautiful and high-fpirited 
white Arabian had fallen to my lhare. 
This I aferibed to the very good humour I 
had put my Tatar in by prairtng him for 
his conduft in the late fkirmifh with Mus- 
yapha; for I always obferved, that he 
W'as excefsiveiy fond of flattery; and to 
tgll him that he was a man of courage. 
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was enough to fwceten him for foxhe 
Iiours. Bcfide which, I found it very 
ceUiiry to take his part; for, had any thing 
liappened to him, I fliould have been in a 
veryayfcward fituation, though I had now 
acquired a little of the language. 

I often found that the vifit paid us by 
the Moc'kadar of Bagdad had been of 
^ great ferviee ; tor it led my Tatar to conli- 
der us all o4' hmic confequence, and I 
often heard him mention it with a deal of 
felf-coinplacency. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 5 . 

About one o’clock this morning we 
entered a very mountainous country; and 
as our way lay through many narrow and 
dangerous patl'cs, I was under great appre- 
henfions from my horfe having too much 
fpirit, as a falfe Hep would have been in- 
evitable dellru6lion to us both; yet, I 
thought it not advifcable to check him^ 
and very fortunately he brought me' 
. , N 3^ through 



JOURNEY FROM INDIA, . 

through all our perils without any acci- 
dent. 

At five o’clock we arrived at a large 
fmelting-town, called Gab an Ik^ee^AN. 
It is extrpmely populous, and great*mun- 
bers of its inhabitants arc employed in 
collecting ore from the neighbouring 
mountains, as at Argeenah Medan. 
Here is alfo a very handfome mofque, aiid^ 
a lofty minaret, both built with hewn 
Hone. 

The town is feated near the bottom of 
a ftcep mountain, a river running below 
it in a very deep channel, which foon 
after joins the Euphrates. ^Vc had tra- 
velled about ten miles by the fide of 
this river, pafsing many fteep precipices, 
arid our path frequently fo very narrow, 
that it was with great difficulty our horfes 
could make good their footing. 

We left Gab an Medan at ten o’clock, 
and ,fopn arrived at the banks of the Eu- 
l»iiRA,T£S, being only about a mile from 

I . the 
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the town. The river Ijcre ran in a very 
-deep channel, and our way was down * 
a narrow path cut through the folid 
rock. "VVe thcii croffed in a ferry-boat, 
capacious enough to carry fifteen or twenty 
hordes. The river is at this place much 
larger than might be expedited at fo great 
a dillance from its mouth. I drank the 
water, and found it had a peculiar taftc, 
wholly unlike that of any other water 
tliat I had ever tailed. 

• After crofsing the Euphrates, we en- 
tered a Itrait path between two lofty 
mountains, by which we continued af- 
cending for near two hours, keeping to 
the left as much as we could. On the top, 
to my great furprizc, I found the ground 
highly cultivated. Proceeding a little 
farther, we reached the fummits of fome 
higher mountains, on wdiich were no figns 
of culture. From thefej how'cver, I had 
a molt extenfive profpedl:. ■ To the north- 
ward was a chain of exceedingly lofty 
mountains, ranging N. W. and S. E. hav- 
ing their tops covered with fnow. From 
N 4 this- 
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this elevation, favoured too by an atmof<! 
phere perfectly clear, I could trace the 
Euphrates as far as its fource. Running 
along the bafes of thofe lofty mountains, 
it rcteivcs many very large llrean^ tjiat 
flow from them; and this it is that gives it 
the appearance of extraordinary ampli- 
tude near its fource, 

The Tigris, running nearly parallel, 
receives all thofe large rivers that flow 
from the Curdistan mountains. On our 
left, to the fouthward, were many ftu- 
pendous mountains which fupply the other 
branch of the Euphrates; for in this 
way it receives almoft the whole of its 
contents, no large rivers joining it till it 
meets the Tigris, 

■We continued our route almoft due 
Weft over a very hilly country, with little 
cultivation, till feven o’clock in the even- 
ing, when we arrived at fome tents pitched 
on the top of a mountain. Here we re- 
mained an hour to refrelh, and were vi- 
fited by fome of the Chiefs belonging to 

- the 
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the encampment. One of them boafted 
that he had feven wives, and enquired 
Jiow many I had in England, It muff 
be obferved, that in this country it is cuff 
tomary for a man to have as many wives 
as- he . Can fupport, and the more a man 
kc'tps, the better is he refpedted. 

Many of the people in tliis country, 
during the fultry fummer months, leave 
their towns and villages, which lie chiefly 
in vallics, and encamp upon fomc lofty 
hills, taking their flocks with them. On 
the mountains they enjoy a cooler purer 
jair, and in general appear as fair and 
ruddy as the country people in Eng- 
land. 

Leaving this encampment, wc defeend- 

ed fome rugged pafles by a road fo very 

had, that it was fometimes with much 

> 

difficulty we could make our way. At 
ten o’clock we arrived at a fmall town 
called Emir, fituated on the weft fide of 
^ very pleafant and well cultivated valley. 
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witib a very fine ftrcam of water running 
towards the North. Here wc remained all 
night, Hceping upon the bare ground. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 6 . 

'V^ *' 

From Emir wc let out at half pad five 
o’clock. There being fevcral- Tatars, and 
a great many other people going our road, 
horfes were become very fcarcc. My 
Tatar, therefore, got a mule to carry his 
jiiercbaiidize, and, joining a large party, 
■they travelled very llowly. 

For fome time our way lay over ftony 
ground, which made our journey fatiguing 
and unpleafant. I pufhed on, however, 
with a Tatar who had only difpatches un- 
der his care, and was going to Hassan 
Chtllaby. We pafl'ed over a very hilly 
and woody country, witli feldom any 
irack to diredl us,. On tliis account we 
often loft our w'ay; the Tatar’s guide not 
being w^ll acquainted with the country. 

Great 
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Great numbers of people were herc^m* 
ployed in making charcoal for tlic ufe of 
the fmelting-houfes at Gaban Medan. 
They carry it from this place on mules in 
pampers* and we fometimes met fifty or 
fixty ifi a drove laden with it. 

Many of the pcafantry here fix their 
dwellings by tlie fide of a hill, the top of 
JLhc hoLife being even with the ground; 
and I have often ridden over the top of a 
houfc without knowing it, and have with 
difficulty avoided falling througli. 

At one o’clock we arrived at the en- 
campment of Hass AN Chill aby; for 
here alfo the inhabitants, having quitted 
the town, which was about two miles dif- 
tant, had encamped on a hill. 

I now found that we cqiild not proceed 
farther without a very ftrong guard. 

.The people belonging to the tent 
wherein we refted were very attentive, 
and I was fortunate in cultivating the 

friendffiipi 
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jSftetidfliip of the women, who took feme 
pains to provide fuch food and refrefh- 
xnent as they thought I fhould like heft. 

I had alfo a favourable opportunity of ob** 
ferving their majuiers and cuftoms.' » 

The whole of the cattle belonging 
thefe encampments arc driven every morn- 
ing into fuch of the vallies as contain the 
greateft plenty of w'ater and vegetation^ 
where they are watched all day by two or 
three perfons employed for that purpofe, 
and in the evening are brouglit back again. 
The tents arc always pitched in a circle, and 
the cattle remain all night in the centre. 

The people rife at dawn of day, and the 
firft employment of the w'omcn is to milk 
their cows and goats, which arc immedi- 
ately fent off again to pafture. Tlic wo- 
men then put the milk into a fort of bottle 
made of a goat’s flein, every part of which 
is fewed up, except the neck; but when 
they Are churning, the neck is tied with 
a firing clofe and tight enough to prevent 
the milk running out. fix 

three 
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three ftrong (licks in the ground, in a form 
fomething like what we often ufe in raihngi, 
weights, only on a fmallcr fcale. From 
thefe they fufpcnd the goat’s-lkin tied by 
each end, and continue (baking it back- 

^ward and forward till it becomes butter; 
an^ they eafily know when it is rbady by 
the noife it makes. They then empty the 
(kin into a large velTel, (kim off the butter, 
put hot water into the (kin to clean it, 
and hang it up to dry. 

Befidc this employment, they have alfo 
to bake bread every morning for the day’s 
confumption ; for all this work is performed 
by the women. The bread is baked on 
large iron plates, as in many parts of Eu- 
rope; but (hould any of the women hap- 
pen to lie longer than ufual in the morn- 
ing, fo as not to be able to get their w'ork 
done before the fun becomes hot, they 
not only have to work in the fun, but 
arc heartily laughed at by better houfe- 
wiv^s. 


The 
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'■^e prin^pal men who have many 
wives keep them in tents in a particular 
part of the encampment. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 7 . 

It took up a long time to provide fuch 
a number of horfes as were now wanted ; 
for in our train were forty horfc-loads of 
/liver from Argeenah Medan, for Con- 
stantinople. The guard amounted to 
fifty horfemen; but the filver was under 
the immediate care of two Tatars and an 
officer of dillinition. The troops were 
commanded by three elderly men. 

The whole party fet out at eight o’clock 
in the morning. The troops fcoured the 
country on each fide of the road, going at 
full fpeed into every inlet where they 
could expe6t to find any of the banditti 
that infeft this country. 

About 
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About four miles from HaRsan CHilS- 
LABY, we found neither cultivation nor 
inhabitants, though there is plenty of 
good water, and the foil appears favour- 
able for pulturc. 

■ , * 

^Ve met a caravan going to Diarbekir, 
and 1 had the favour with my Tatar of 
drinking colfce with the Chief. 

The caravan confifted of horfes, aifes, 
and mules, camels not being able to thrid 
many of the lleep narrow pafles with 
which this country abounds. 

For about fifteen miles my Tatar and I 
kept company with our guards; but we 
then pulhed on at a brilk gallop for about 
feveh more; and at one o’clock arrived at 
Hadjee Khan. 

This is a large village lying in a valley. 
The land is well cultivated for about half 
a niile round it; but the inhabitants in 
' general are very poor, and much addi<$l:ed 
.to thieving. 

TVESDAY* 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 

We fct out this morning at paft 
five o’clock with the filvcr, ha\Sijg’.tlie 
fame guard as yefterday. The firft j)arl^of 
this day’s journey was over a hilly coun- 
try, and the horfes with the filver tra- 
velling very flowly, I went before the reft 
at an eafy trot till I got about two miles 
before tlicm, wlien I came to fome lofty 
mountains, from which I had a very ek- 
tenfive profpcdl. The face of the coun- 
try, however, had not a very favourable 
appearance, being chieiiy mountainous, 
except to the N. W. which exhibited a 
very extenfivc plain without any cultiva- 
tion, and over which lay our road. -Mti 
this plain were three encampments, 
pitched in a triangle. Two of thefe were 
near the path, but I continued my route 
at about two miles before the reft of the 
company, not having any idea that I wa^ 
in danger. 


When 
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When I got abrcaft of the firft encamp- 
ment, an officer and fix men from thd ^ 
guard came up to me on full gallop^ and 
faid that the people in the encampment 
woulc^ «jut my throat. They took hold of 
my* biadje and wanted me to return ; but 
tllmking it ufclcfs, as a part of flie guard 
were now in fight, I remained here till the 
whole of our party came up. A few men 
came from the encampment and converfed 
with the officer. I'hey were remarkably 
ilrong hardy-looking fellows, but had a 
fomethiiig in their countenances which 
fecincd to indicate that they did not get 
their livelihood very honclily. 

Having enquired who I was, the officer 
told them that I was an Faiglifli Conful, 
^1^ being the title which 1 horc in the 
firmaun. The mcm examined the arms of 
our guard very attentively, and vviflicd to 
lay hold of fome of themi but the guards 
would not fuffor it. I was not under the 
leall apprehenfion of their doing me any 
perfonal injury, even before the military 
came up; fQr in cafe they had attacked 

o -,IUC 
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me i ftiould'iiot have attempted to reliftf 
but I thought it prudent afterwards to 
keep near my Tatar.r 

On our reaching the fccond dicajr.p- 
ment, four men, armed willi fabrfs*;md 
piflols, ftood in the way to oppofe dnr 
pafsing; and as we rode up^ they fenscct 
my bridle, my Tatar’s, and thofe of two. 
other Tatars in company, who were all 
riding abreaft a little before the military. 
I was perfedtiy pafsive, not fuppofing that 
they could mean to rob ns, as the military 
Were only a few yards behind. A fcufllc^ 
however, enfued; but the guard coming 
up refciicd me. I'hc man wlio had held 
my bridle in one hand had a drawn fabre 
in the other j but on one of the officers 
telling liim that I was an Englilh Conful, 
he immediately let go the bridle.- I had 
my piliols ready, and was prcprired to have 
ffiot my opponent, had any of the Tatars 
fired; but I did not think it proper to be- 
gin, not knowing the intentions of thefe 
people. One of the Tatars cocked a pif- 
tol to flioot a young man who feemed to 
. ' he 
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be vety violent ; but ‘the military* i|p|6r-» 
fering prevented him. The young man* 
however, continuing to threaten the Ta- 
tar with his fabre, the guard, by order o£ 
one ofj^e officers, furrounded him in 
fuch a panner vvith their fpears and fabres, 
^rhad he moved an inch he wiuft have 
bfcch killed. In that fituation we left 
them ; but they foon after came up with 
us, and had not put the young man to 
death as I expedted. 

• Thcfc people feem to be mofl: violent 
againlt the Tatars, who fi'cqucntly pafa 
through the country without paying any 
tribute ; for, being the mcliengers of go- 
vernment, they think they ought to be 
exempt. I'he people here had demanded 
fifteen piaftres from each Tatar, • who, 
having fuch a ftrong guard with them, 
boldly refufed. The young man whom I 
have juft mentioned as having been more 
violent than the reft, had lately had a 
brother Ihot by a Tatar. 
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This is a very extenfive iincultivatcdt 
j^ain, and contains neither fheep nor cat- 
tle but what belong to thefe banditti. 
The ground, however, being favourable to 
tilting, and the horfes with the fU.ver tra- 
velling very llowly, our guards i^de'^fe- 
veral matches. They would fometillil|? 
draw out of the ranks half a dozen on 
each fide, and throw blunted fpcars, at 
which excrcife thefe men are wonderfully 
dexterous, being able to pick up fpeai'S 
from the ground without quitting their 
horfes. 'I'hcy have alfo a particular me- 
thod of avoiding their opponents fpcars by 
hanging down on the oppofitc fide of the 
Jiorfe, and thus cxpoling only one foot, 
yet at the fame time going on full gallop. 
Hut though the itk’u are at this excrcife 
fo much fuperior to Europeans, I was even 
more entertained by obferving the motions 
of the horfes, fome of which were beau- 
tiful white Arabians. The horfeman makes 
very little ufe of the reins on thefe occa- 
lions, and the horfe is governed by the 
motions of the rider’s body. If the latter 

lean 
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lean towards the right or left, the hoi^a 
will turn to that fide, and if the motioll: 
be quick will gallop full fpecd. If the 
rider lean tbrward, the horfe gallops 
ilr^ghton; and if the man ralie his body 
iiD^ht, the horfe, though at that time on 
nill fpecd, will (lop in a moment, without 
the rider touching the bridle. 

At about fix miles difiance from the fe- 
cund encamimicnl, we approached an- 
other, the Chief of which came to us, 
alone, and demanded money from our. 
commanding officer, which was refufed. 
lie got, however, a few piaftres from my 
I'atar. 

We then continued unmolefted till we 

■ 

got within about two miics of Delecte- 
TAS, when we obferved fome men armed, 
on liorfeback, piirfuing us at full fpecd 
from the fecond encampment, where it 
w'ill be remembered we had the difpute. 
The Tatars, being much frightened, fet 
out full gallop for Delectetas, and as I 

O 3 was 
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was dreflld in the fame manner, and 
thought they might take me for a Tatar, 
I pufhed on with them, leaving the mili- 
tary drawn up to receive tlicm. 

r 

We arrived at Delectetas at iy{o 
o’clock, and the Tatars hid Ihcmfclves for 
fomc time, lelt they Ihould be purlued in- 
to the town, 

When the banditti came up with the 
miliiary, and found that the Tatars had 
rode off, they returned. Thefe people 
always keep a number of horfes near their 
tents to be mounted at a Ihorl notice, and 
fome of them ready bridled and faddled. 

The military themfclvcs were very im- 
portunate for money, and I have, not un- 
frequently, been feized ' by fome of the 
common foldiers, but they were always 
fatisfied if I only gave them a few paras. 
This indeed was almott always the cafe 
when they eould find me alone; and even 
the officers were not above afking for mo- 
5 ncy ; 
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ney ; but as I did not eypecr' any haHh 
treatment from them, I always referred 
them to my Tatar. 


Delectetas is a fmall town, (ituated 
oif the fide of a mountain, in a barren 
^l^ry, and having little cultivjition about 
it in proportion to the number of its in- 
habitants, Here is plenty of good water; 
and In vhc middle of the town is a large 
fquare (lone building. This, as I have 
obferved ilmilar ftrudtures in feveral towns, 
1 am inclined to think is intended as bar- 
racks for fold id's, having a great number 
of fire-places in them. 


Many of the Inhabitants have Hacks of 
corn on the lops of their houfes. Here 
alfo were fomc Hacks of hay, being the 
Hrit that I had feen in Asia, a proof that 
the winter is very fevere among thefe 
mountains. 


O 4 > 


WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9 . 

We fet out from Delectetas at feven 
o’clock this morning, mounted on very 
fine horfes, and with the fame miKi|ary 
guard as before. 

On leaving Delectetas, we had very 
fough roads among fome deep mountains 
covered with fir-trees. Beyond thefe, we 
croffed an cxtcnfivc uncultivated plain, 
fimilar to that wc had come over the day 
before. 

After pafsing foinc mod dangerous 
places, where, in cafe we had been attacked 
by banditti, we could neither have pudied* 
forward nor returned to our guard, we gal- 
loped a few miles, accompanied by one of^ 
the military officers who had the care of 
my perfon. 

m. 

At ten o’clock we arrived at a town 
palled Ullash, pleafantly fituated by the 
5 fide 
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fide of a river which flows from the moun- 
tains we had paflTed, and runs into the 
river Casalmack. Between the town 
and fome mountains to the northward are 
two f^lt lakes, one about three miles in 

circumference, the other about two. From 
. . • 

• VLLAfH, in the neighbourhood of which 

there Is a great deal of cultivation, wc de- 
parted at eleven o’clock. Our cfcort 
had taken a dilferent route, going between 
the mountains on our right and the two 
fait lakes. We overtook tliem in an Imur, 
but did not remain witli tlicm long. I 
obferved feveral other lakes of the fame 
kind on our left, which are very raidy 
{dilfinguilhed, their Ihores being crulled 
>vith fait. 

IVe now pafled over feveral fine plains, 
though wholly uncultivated, and at two 
o’clock afeended forac very high moun- 
tains, from which I had an cxlcnlive prof- 
pe6t. On our right to the northward were 
feveral large towns, and a fine well culti- 
vated country. Beyond that was an ex- 
ceeding 
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teeding lofty mountain covered with fnow, 
from which the river Casalmack takes 
its rife. I have rarely witneflcd a more 
beautiful profpeeft than I had from this 
mountain, particularly over the country 
to the North, the winding ftreams of the 
river Casalmack enriching the 

On the top of thefe mountains the road 
was tolerably fmooth, and our horfes benng 
good we gallopped as fall as they could go, 
and palled over much ground in a lliort 
time. At three o’clock we defeended' by 
a very deep road, and, after crofsing tlie 
river Casalmack by a neat ftonc bridge 
pf three arches, arrived at Sivas. 

SivAS is a very large populous town, 
and exceedingly well watered, having fc-. 
veral fountains and a great many clear 
ftreams running through it. It is fcated 
on the weft fide of a very fertile valley, 
which is almoft furrounded by lofty 
mountains, having no opening except 
where the river runs in and out, througlr 

a very 
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a very narrow channel between two ftcejg 
hills. Here are two (lone bridges at about, 
a mile dillaucc from each other. 

Gr^at, quantities of corn grow in this 
^vallcyj^^ut not much fruit, excepting 
'plum^if' apples, and pears; but of garden 
vegetables there is great abundance. In 
the middle of the town arc fomc very 
cxtenfive gardens; and on an artificial hill 
js an old calllc now tumbling into ruins. 

Though the neighbourhood fiirnilhcs 
plenty of good materials for building, the 
houfes in general have a very ordinary ap- 
pearance, a great quantity of unfquared 
timber being employed to fupport an im- 
menfe weight of Hone and clay, with 
wKich the houfes are covered. The inha- 
bitants appear to enjoy much liberty ; ndt 
arc the women confined; as in fome large 
cities to the eallward, 

SiVAS is nearly as large as Liverpool, 
contains as many houfes, and is, I think, 
fully as populous. Though moft of the 

. private 
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private houfes are but indifferent ftru<5lures, 
many of the public buildings are elegant, 
and fome of the minarets very lofty. 

This might be faid lobe the firfh civi- 
lized place we had met with finc^^e left^ 
Gaban Medan ; for the greateft f^art ojf 
that extenfive country through which we 
had palTcd is infcfled by numerous tribes 
of roving banditti, wlio, like many of the 
Arab tribes, have no fixed habitation, nor 
ever continiK* long In one place ; and even 
the military are afraid to inoleit them. 
The fmall towns wc had come through 
were little more than military ftations, 
where troops arc always kept for the pur- 
pofe of conducting thofe who tiavel under 
the protection of the government. From 
this place to Constantinople no guard 
is neceffary, and the forty loads of lilvcr 
required only the officer and the two Ta^ 
tavs to protect it. 


THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 

We were detained for want of horfes 
till nthe o’clock this evening, when, late 
it we fet out from Sivas, •accoiii- 
pani^^ by twelve more Tatars. Soon after 
we had left the town we afeended fome 
very lofty mountains, on the top of whiclj 
was a plain for a few miles; but we fooii 
got again among fteep heights, and conti- 
nued travelling as fait as the road would 
permit. At day-break wc arrived at the 
foot of a very lofty mountain, in the tliape 
of a fugar-loaf; which, notwithltanding 
our then very elevated fituation, appeared 
as high above us as any mountain in Eng- 
land. 

We continued among thefe heights 
till ten o’clock, when wc defeended 
through fome deep narrow pafl'es and ar- 
rived at Tocat. 
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Throughout this ftage the roads wer<! 
tolerably good, confidcring the face of the 
country; and we had not fo many fright- 
ful precipices lo pafs as in the neighbour- 
hood of Medan. There was only mic 
indeed that could be reckoned Uan^rcr.’s, 
and that was over a flone biidgj^|)^v/c^ 
arches near the higheil ntoimtaiiu 
of the arches was nearly down. Ivnin^* 
pnly a very narrov; path llain.llng, that 
fcarcely left room i’or a horfc, and no oa- 
rapet to prevent accident, 

Tocat is about the fizc of Sivas, but 
has a much better appearance tlian any 
town Uiat I had before fecn in the Turkilli 
dominions. The houfes are all tiled, and 
chiefly built with wood. Here was the 

greateft abundance of fruits that I ever 

faw, and remarkably fine in their kind ; 
the grape vines, in particular, were abun- 
dant and excellent. The Armenians, whar 
are very numerous here, make an excel- 
lent red wine, of a flavour fomething like 
claret, but much ftronger. I fent my 

Tatar 
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Tatar to purchafc fome, and he brought 

about two gallons, taking care alfo to pur- 

chai'e as much rackec. On tafting the 

wine I found it had a very ftrong body, 

and iid.not drink above half a wine glafs« 

Vvrerc a great many Tatars and Turks 

,^V4pany, who laughed very lieartily 

my drinki’.:;;’ wine, obferving, that I 

diank it like colTcc. Tlicy would not 

taiii; it, anlcfs they had at lead a pint to 

tak'‘ off at a draught, and with the wine 

,'nd rwtkcc they all got drunk, 

* 

1 now went into the llazar to buy fome 
tiiiit, and found that I c:ould purchafe for 
the value of a farthing as much as a man 
could cat of cith(?r mulberries, pears, ap- 
ples, peaches, or apricots^ and thofe, in 
geheral, much finer in their kind than 
ever I faw in Europe. 

The town is furrounded by eminences, 
and is well watered. On the top of’% 
lofty rocky mountain, on the weft fide 
of the town, are the remains of an old 

caftle. 
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qaiile, part of the wall of which has been 
built on the edge of a very fteep rock, 
and much of it has fallen down the pre- 
cipice. 

What could have Induced the cariy in- 
habitaiite of Ihefe countries to bl^ild ii^ 
fuch lituatlons I cannot imagine. I have 
generally obfervi'd the ruins of catllcs in 
htuatiuns very difficult of accefs, and 
\vith their fronts ah\ ays on the edge of a 
frightful precipice, livery neceflary muft 
have been conveyed into tJicm .with much 
trouble, except water, which is always 
plenty among high mountains. They have 
been all built with hewn done, but have 
not fuch heavy malTy walls as wc often 
iTK'ct with among ancient ruins in other 
parts of the world. They apj)ear to hiwre 
been built with a tafte alniofl equal to our 
belt pieces of modern architecture. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 11 * 

fet out* a very large parly, from 
Toci^^at half pad four o’clock this after.* 
^oort; and, being all badly mounted, and 
the greater part drunk, made a curious 
figure as we rode through the town. The 
ftrects being much crowed, the Tatars 
roared like fo many bulls for the people to 
clear the paflage, every one being obliged 
to give way to them, as in England to 
the mail coaches; and if they were not 
very quick in getting out of the road, 
they were fure to feel fojtne of the Tataii 

long whips. 

^ /iFrom the town to the banks of the river 
Casalmack, about a mile, is entirely co< 
vered with gardens and orchards. We 
forded the Casalmack, and, turning 
nearly due Weft, travelled for about 
eighteen miles through one of the mofl 
beautiful vales I ever faw. The riebnefs 
of the foil, and the great number of in- 

P habitants. 
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habitants, has compelled them to partition 
the land ; a circumilance that I had nevct 
before obferved hnce I left India, except 
in the cafe of gardens and orchards. Tiic 
river Casalmack runs through thi^ ysde, 
and the hills on each fide arc coveiffj^ with 
trees. We turned to our right, and after 
crofsing fome woody heights, arrived at 
half pad nine o’clock at a fmall town 
called As SIN, in which dands a large 
fquare done building as at Delectetas. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 12. 

We fet out this morning from Assin at 
five o’clock, and a little below the town 
eroded, by a wooden bridge, a river that 
runs into the Casalmack. We nAiv 
took a courfe nearly due Ead, having 
high mountains on each fide covered with 
trees. Wc then turned to the North up a 
valley, which interfedted this range of 
hills on our left, and continued for about 
five miles. 
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At the head of tliis valley was a coffee- 
houfe, where we reited a fhort time and 
drank coffee. Our party, not having been 
able to get either wine or rackee fince we 
left XocAT, were all become pretty fober 

again* 

- 

* 

We now crofTcd fome very high hills at 
the head of this valley, thickly covered 
with trees, and entered a fine well culti- 
vated vale, lying Eaft and AVeft. We 
turned to our left down this vale, the hills 
oh each fide covered with wood, and when 
wc had travelled about fifteen miles turned 
again to the- North over fomc lofty moun- 
tains, among which we continued till we 
defeended to Amasia, where we arrived 
at tw'o o’clock ; though fome of our horfes 
^jyerc fo much tired that we had been 
obliged to leave them in the mountains. 

For nearly a mile above the town was a 
deep valley, in which were i^any gardens 

and orchards. There W'as alfo a fine 

« 

itream of water running from the moun- 
P 9 tains 
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'tausR that we had come oveff on which 
fevcral mills. 

. * ^ 


AMaria is a very eatenllve an4 pDpo- 
lou9 town, neady as large as Toca% and 
is ifurrounded by many lofty rugged.^^^fja- , 
tains. 'Hiie faces of fome of thefe mOu|h‘ 
tains have nearly half a mile of almofl 
peipendicular height; and in one of thefe 
are fevecal places cut in the fblid rock, 
fimilar to a Hindoo Pagoda, and which 
can only be approached by little narrow 
palTea cut through the rock. 


The river Casalmack runs through 
Amasia, but cannot be feen at one view 
for more than the length of the town, 
making a circuitous courfe among the 
mountains, and running in a deep narro^ 
channel both above and below the town. 
It is here a very large river, but much 
too rapid for navigation. 

The town is w'ell watered, particularly 
the lower parts, by means of large wheels 

near 
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near thirty feet in diameter. TbeCe attr 
turned by the ilreani, having a great many*^* 
large buckets faftened to them. As the 
wheel turns round, thofe buckets empty 
tl\e;^felvcs into troughs fixed within a 
as high as the wlieel. . By this 
method they are enabled to keep up a con- 
tinual fiream of water, which is conveyed 
by pipes from the troughs to the hum- 
mums, fountains, &:c, 

.The houfes in Amasia are moftly built 
with wood, but many wltli (lone, and co- 
vered with tiles as at Toe at. The greater 
part of the inhabitants being Chriflians, 
here is only one mofque, and two lofty 
minarets, all built with hewn (lone, and 
very handfome (lru6lures. The dome of 
4l(e mofque is covered with lead. 

The hummums are very extenfive, and 
built with hewn (lone. Before thefe arc 
fome pleafant walks, with fcveral rows of 
Uees, and 'the whole is furrounded by a 
lofty wall. 
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The town can only be approached by 
two narrow paiTes, one toward the North, 
and another toward the South ; and thefe 
are fo very rugged, narrow, and fteep, 
that they might be ealily defended a 
very fmali force. 

They make here a very good white 
wine, fomething like flierry, -and very 
ftrong. With this and rackee our whole 
party again got drunk. A Sivas Tatar, 
named Sulim an, w^ho had accompanied 
us from Sivas, attempted to flioot an- 
other Tatar who was returning from Con- 
STANTiNOFLE, blit was prevented by the 
reft interfering. It is impofsiblc to dc- 
feribe the confufton among thofe people 
when they quarrel. Upon the ftightcil 
provocation they have immediate recoil^ 
to their arms, for they are never without 
a brace of piftols and a dagger by their 
ftde. I have feen many quarrels among 
them, and feme of the party fevercly 
wounded, but never remember any to have 
been killed upon the fpot. 


Aly 
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My Tatar not being quite ready, I iet 
out at feven o’clock in the evening with a 
Turk who had accompanied us from Si VAS* 
He had four horfes under his care, one for 
his guide, one for hlmfclf, and two with 
c^h a pair of leather bags, but not heavy. 
If^ came under the protection of Sudi- 
MAN, the Tatar. This Turk was as fond 
of wine and rackec as any of them, and 
was reckoned by the Turks a very fine 
finger. Whenever we entered or left a 
town, he would fing and roar loud enough 
'to be heard a mile. 1 have frequently 
fecn the people run out of doors in great 
numbers to hear him. 

Soon after we had left the Conac, our 
Turk having drank as much wine and 
^ackec as rendered it fomewhat difficult for 
him to keep on horfcback, he began finging 
and roaring, and whipping his guide; fo 
that before we got out of Am asi a the guide 
wilhed to return, but the Turk would not 
permit him. 

P 4 We 



... A FROM INDIA, 

W# afcended a very lofty mountain to- 
wards the northern pafs, and before we 
^got to the top it became very dark. As 
we came near a fpring of water, the guide 
faid that he wanted to drink. Puttingi 
therefore, the fore-horfe’s bridle into 
Turk’s hand, to hold till he returned, 
availed himfelf of the darknefs of the 
night to run away iinperceived. We 
waited for him fome time, but at laft, fuf- 
pe^ling the cafe, purfued our journey. 
The Turk leading three horfes, we with 
fome difficulty got to the top. Here we 
foon loft our road, but were fortunate 
enough .to dil'cover a light about eleven 
o’clock, which we found proceeded from 
a final 1 encampment, where fome of the 
inhabitants of Amasia were employed in 
getting in their harveft. I w'as veiy hapj^y 
to meet with thefe people; for the Turn 
being ftill drunk, the night dark, and the 
ground fteep, 1 found myfelf very up.plea- 
fantly fituatcd. Even after we difeovered 
the light, wc had to defeend fome very 
fteep places before wc could reach it. When 
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we had got to the encampment, we 
the five horfes together, and went to fleep 
upon the ground. 


' SUNDAY, AUGUST 13. 

The Turk having been much refreflied 
by h is fleep, at haif pafl: two o’clock we 
got ready, it being now a little moonlight, 
and by the afsiflance of one of the people 
belonging to the encampment we got into 
the right road. It was very rough and 
fleep for fome time, and I was glad when 
it became day-light. At length we got 
from among thefe dangerous fleeps, and 
defeended into an extenfive uncultivated 
vale about fifteen miles over. \Vc gal- 
lop^ moft of the way acro^ this vale, the 
Turk leading the horfes, and I aililing the 
part of a Tatar, in whipping the horfes to 
keep them on a gallop. We arrived at 
Marsiwan at half pafl fix o’clock, where 
we found the reft of our party. Our 
horfes were completely knocked up; even 

'mine, 
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s^ine, though a very good one, was, by 
galloping fnom one tide to the other to 
whip the horfes, become fo weary, that I 
was afraid 1 Ihould have been obliged to 
leave him before we reached Marsiwan. 
The Turk feemed much gratified by ^he 
afsiftandc I had given him. 

Marsiwan is a town nearly as large as 
SivAS, and fituatcd near the foot of fome 
woody mountains on the north fide of this 
exteiifivc vale. It is well watered, and 
abounds with corn, as well as ‘mofi kinds 
of fruits, which were now’ ripe. They 
have many vineyards near the town, and 
make a very good rexl wine fimilar to that 
which wc had at Tocat. The Turk who 
had accompanied me from Amasia again 
got drunk, and roared till he bccamt: ex- 
cefsively difordered in his fiomach. 

AVe fet out again from Marsiwan at 
eight o’clock, and continued on the north 
fide of the vale for about twenty, miles. 
At the weft end is a town called Ajamque, 

fituatcd 
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fituated in a very fine country; we did 
not, however, go through this town, but 
pafled it on our left. ' 

;We now turned to the northward, and 

‘ Hs " y ' 

este^d a very hilly woody country, 
thridding fevcral ftcep and narrow pafies 
by the fide of a river, fome of which were 
I'o lofty .and lleep as to make my head 
giddy. 

We met with little cultivation after we 
pafled Ajamque, till we arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Osmanjike, which we 
reached at feven o’clock. 

The town of Osmanjike is built round 
a deep rocky mount, on the top of which 
alfd fome houfes have been cre6ted. It is 
a tolerably large town, . and dands on the 
banks of the river Atoezu. 

Wc fet out again at eight o’clock in' 
the evening, and crofled the river over a 
neat done bridge of fifteen arches. We 
then continued on the wedern bwks of 
2 the 
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the river, and rode very faft over much 
rough and woody ground. It was very 
dark till the moon rofe ; but we continued 
to ride as faft as our horfes could go till 
half paft twelve o’clock, when we arrjyfed 
at a fmall town called Hadjee ftAMZ’AK 
I'his ftage was thirty miles. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 14. 

^Ve fet out this morning from Hadjee 
Hamza at fix o’clock, and continued for 
about an hour on the banks of the river 
Atoezu. Wc then found the river take 
a turn to the northward, being j'oined by 
another confiderablc one that flows from 
the weftward. 'Wc forded the latter, and 

continued on the north fide of it for Wo 

/ 

hours. "I'he country through which we 
j>afred was very hilly and woody ; near the 
river were fcvcral paddy grounds, and as 
mud) cultivation as the face of the coun- 
try would permit. We rode brilkly all the 
morning, and at ten o’clock arrived at 
Tosia, a neat town built on the fide of a 

hill, 



TOWARDS ENOLAi«|^. ^4^. 

hill, at the foot of which is a fine fertile 
country. This ftage was twenty-feven.. 
miles. . 

Quitting Tosia at one o’clock, we 
federal vineyards, and then got into 
very hilly woody country. We travelled • 
fome time by the ‘fide of a river, on the 
banks of which were a few paddy grounds 
in fuch fpots as were capable of cultiva- 
tion. We rode brilkly the grcatcll part of 
this ftage, and arrived at feven o’clock at 
a fmall town called Cojasate, fituated in 
a barren hilly country. The Conac here 
ih a new building, and had better accom- 
modations than I had met with fince I 
left Bagdad. 

*F;:oin Cojasate we fc,t out at ten 
o’clock at night. Till the moon rofc, it 
was very dark, ajid the roads bad. Tlie 
Tatars galloped as faft as they could, and 
in about an hour we got out of the bad 
road into a country rather hilly, but per- 
fedtly clear from wood. In defeending a 
hill, a horfe fell down and broke one of 

his 



FROM INDIA, 

his fore-legs. He was loaded with a pair 
of leathern bags belonging to the Sivas 
Tatar Sulim an ; the trappings were im* 
mediatcl^y- taken off the horfe, and put on 
another; fo that we were not detained 
many minutes. Leaving the horfe, 
the grodnd, we fet out again, the road '^ 
becoming tolerably good, except being 
rather hilly. We continued to ride as faft 
as our horfes could go, and in two hours 
after the firft accident, galloping full 
fpeed down a hill, another horfe fell, 
broke his neck, and died inffantly. We 
were not, however, much detained by thisj, 
accident, having plenty of fpare horfes; 
but rode more moderately after the fecond 
accident, and arrived at half pall two 
o'clock at Carachurin. This Itage was 
twenty-eight miles. , • 

* 

Carachurin is a large ffraggling town 
built on both tides of a rivulet between two 
hills. The houfes in general very mean, 
and badly built. They are only one ffory. 
high, and have flat roofs. 


TUESDAY,. 



towards ^3’ 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 

We departed thence at half pad; four 
o'dock, and foon after we had left the 
‘"town entered a fine open champaign cou]i« 
try. The roads being very good, we ar- 
rived at CoRREGEL AR at fix o’clock, being 
only twelve niiles. 

This is a fmall and ill-built town, con-' 
tdining about two thoufand inhabitants, 
who are chiefly employed in cultivating 
the neighbouring plains. Want of frcfli 
horfes detained us here till one o’clock, 
when we again fet out, and, after travelling 
over a fine cultivated open country for 
twelve miles, arrived at ^ half pad • two 
o’clock at Serkees, fmall but neat 
town, many of the houfes being built 
with hewn ftone. We dined here, and 
fet out again on tlic fame horfes at three 
o’clock. 


We 
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We rode brifkly over a fine well culti* 
.vilted country till five o’clock, when we 
got among fome very ftecp mountains, 
great part of the road over which was fo 
dangerous, that one falfe llcp of the l^prfe 
would have plunged us from the height oi 
at leafi: three hundred yards into a river* 

Quitting at length thefe dangerous 
pafl’es, we entered a fine open country on 
our right, where was a fmall town by the 
fide of a river. We turned, however, to 
the left, and airiverl at BainDer at fix 
o’clock. Tills rtage was eighteen miles. 

Bainder is a fmall town, but ftands 
on an eminence, and at a diftance has 
a very pretty appearance. 'I’he mo|[que 
is an indifl’crent building, but the mihar^i 
is very handfomc and lofty ; and the houfes 
are chiefly built with wood. 

Wc left Bainder on frefli horfes at ten' 
o’clock; and, though it was very dark till 
the moon rofe, and the roads ihdiflerent, 

we 
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we reached Jeredarc at half paft two iix 
the morning, without meeting with any; 
accident. 


...Wednesday, , AUGUST 1^. 

On our arrival at Jeredarc, we met 
with good accommodationsi The town is 
in an elevated lituation, being almbft at 
the top of a high hill, and it being a cool 
morning they had a good lire in the Co- 
nac, and the people were civil and atten- 
1 ive. 


The town is large, and has a good Ba- 
zar, well fupplied. They excel here in 
m,anufa6liirlng leather, and many other 
articles; and there are alfo'leveral copper 
manufactories* 

'I he houfes have a lingular appearance, 
being in general built with large round 
tre'es let into each other at the ends, and 
the crevices filled up with clay. Very 

Q few 
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few houfes are tiled, being chiefly covered 
Ijvith deal boards. 

\ 

We left Jeredarc at feven o’clock, 
and for the lirfl; five miles pafled through.a 
hilly woody country. We then entered 
a very fine cultivated vale, furrounded 
with hills covered with wood. In the 
midfi: of this vale is a fine lake of frefli 
water. 

Here is a great deal of corn; .the coun- 
try is .cultivated nearly the whole way to 
Bor.i; and it appeared to me to produce 
more corn, in proportion to the extent of 
land, tlian I had feen in any part of Eng- 
land. Here was alfo abundance of fruit'; 
ol“ various kinds. 

After pafsing fcvcral villages both to 
the right and left, we arrived at Boli at 
two o’clock. This ftage is forty miles. 

> 

About half way between Jeredarc 
and Boli I obferved fomc ruins, of which 

moll 
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nioft of the Hone was marble. Much of 
it appearing to have been cut in a ftile of 
workmanrtiip fuperior to any Turkilh ma- 
fonry that I had yet feen, 1 was induced 
to take a nearer view, and rode among the 
ruins. On one marble column ( faw fc- 
veral Greek letters, but much defaced. 'I 
was able, however, to trace the word Zsu?, 
and am perfuaded, that could I have 
fpared time, I might have been able to 
have made out great part of the inferip- 
tion. My I’atar and the roll of the party 
had left mo behind, and I was in confe- 
cjuence prevented from Hopping fo long as 
1 could have wilhed. About tlirec miles 
nearer Boli, on the right fide of the road,, 
arc fomc more ruins, with wails of an ex- 
traordinary thicknefs; but I did not obferve 
any thing intcrefting among them, and 
therefore paffed on. 

Boli is a large town in a fertile filua- 
lion. It contains, however, nothing 
vV&rthy of particular notice. The mofqucs, 
minarets, and hummums, are all very or- 
dinary buildings. The public edifices are 
Q ? niyne- 
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numerous, and the town is well fupplied 
.with good water. 

From Bo LI wc fct out on frefli horfes 
at half paft fcven o’clock. It bcciunc 
very dark»in about an hour, at which time 
we entered a large forcft, wherein we 
continued for twenty-five miles. This, 
my reader may imagine, was •clifagrce- 
able enough ; for the night was fo dark, 
that I could fcarcely fee my horfe’s head 
and was frequently in danger of being 
knocked out of my feat by the branches of 
trees. It was with fomc difficulty that our 
party could keep together, and the road 
was fometimes fo very ftcep, that I could 
fcarccly fit my horfe. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 17 . 

In this extenfive forcft we continued till 
wc nearly reached Duchea, at which 
place wc arrived at two o’clock, after 
fording a large river. This ftage was thirty* 
fix miles. 


Duchea 
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Duchea is a fmall village iituated in a * 
very fertile country, but entirely fur- 
rounded by large forefts. 

We departed thence at fix o’clock, and 
fdbn entered a woody country with very 
little cultivation. On our road we met a 
hundred horfeincn conducting a Tufkilh 
Baftiaw, who rode in the centre of the 
troops in a palanquin carried by four 
mules, two before and two behind. The 
palanquin was flung fo as to be eafy in 
■ every pofition. 

We foon entered another thick fofell, 
flmilar to that which we had pafled 
through the night before. In this we had 
to travel about twenty' miles, and arrived 
»at Hindak at half pafl: twelve o’clock. 
This ftage is twenty-feveli miles. , 

Hikdak is an inconflderable town, fltu- 
ated in a valley amid large forefts, and 
contains nothing worthy of particular no- 
tice. 


Q 3 


It 
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> - It was half paft five o’clock before we 
‘ were able to procure frelh horfes here; 
.^nd feeing nothing but forefts around us, 
I was unwilling to proceed, as it would 
be dark long before we could reach 
Sabanja, and I recolledted the marfy 
dangers we had efcaped the preceding 
night; but after being w'ell allured by the 
Tatars that the road was tolerable, I con- 
fented to proceed. 

For the firft three hours we Iravellcd 
through a woody country, partly culti- 
vated in the interjacent vallics. 

We now paired upwards of a thoufand 
buifaloes carrying Ihip-timber to Con- 
stantinople from the forefts through 
which we had travelled. Some of the 
timbers were remarkably finej and the 
whole- had been fquared and formed in the 
forefts, where we had fecn many lawyers 
at work as we came through. 

At nine o’clock we crofted the river 
Zaciiarea over a wooden bridge about a 
2 quarter 
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quarter of a mile long. We were, how- 
ever, obliged to difmount and walk over, 
this bridge; for, initead of planks, it was|. 
covered with half round pieces of wood, 
which frequently gave way under the horfes 
feet, and it had neither parapet nor railing. 

After crofsing the Zacharea, we con- 
tinued in a very woody country till we ar-, 
rived at the lake Sabanja; whence, 
keeping along the weftern Ihore, we ar- 
rived at half pall eleven o’clock at the 
• town of the fame name. This ftage was 
thirty-fix miles. 


Tlie lake Sabanja Is near fix miles 
long, and nearly of a triangular form. It 
is a very fine fliect of frelh water, and its 
being fituatcd in a woody country, adds 
much to its beauty. I found the road 
tolerably good all the way, as the Tatars 
had reprefented at IIindak. 

Behind Sabanja, to the fouthward, is 
Hill a continuation of thofe extenlive 
Q i forelU 
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iorefts through which we had travelled. 
They are above two hundred miles in 
Jength, and ^bout fixty broad. In feme 
places they arc very lofty, and form an 
extenfive chain of mountains ranging Eaft 
and Weft, which I have always obfervtfd 
to have been their fituation fince I came 
into the country. Our route through the 
forefts was generally !North, and acrofs 
thefe was a paved caufeway that conti- 
nued the whole way. It appears to be 
very ancient, and is now much out of re- 
pair. The ftones are very large, and the 
earth in many places has been waftied 
away from both tides ot the pavement to 
the depth of near tljiec leet, It is in 
many places undermined, and has fallen 
down; yet, though it is now fo very 
lough that the horfes can only go upon .it 
in a few places, it ftiil ferves as a guidic tq 
thofe who travel acrofs thofe forefts. 


FBIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 18 . 

We fct out this morning from Sabanja 
at four o’clock, and rode through a beau- 
tiful country. At about eight miles dift 
tance wc had a line profpedt of Tsmit, 
which we reached at half palt eight 
o’clock. 

IsMiT is a large town, and has a de- 
lightful appearance from the valley before 
’ itt "i'he houfes arc not over-crowded, and 
the profpecl is much enlivened by cyprefs 
trees interfperfed ail over the place. The 
lower part of the town is walhed by the 
fea. Being built on the Hope of a hill 
facing tlie Soutli, it is very well fupplied 
with water; and on the llde of the hill, 
both to the Ealt and AVclt, arc many vine- 
yards and orchards, but more particularly 
to the weft ward, which is entirely covered 
with gardens, orchards, and vineyards, for 
live Of fix miles. The ncatnefs of the 
town, the garden grounds, the fca* the 

finely. 
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finely-cultivated country on the oppofitc 
fiiore, and the two rivers, with the corn- 
fields in the vale before the town, form al- 
together one of the fineft profpe6ts I ever 
faw. 

We let out from Ismit at half part nino 
o’clock, and continued near the fea, fome- 
times on tlic beach. About twenty miles 
Welt from that place are fomc ancient ruins 
clofc to the foa. Pari of the walls, fome 
of wliicli arc about ten feet thick, have 
fallen on to the beach. Seven miles 
further Weft is the town of Coushan, 
very pleafantly litualed on the fide of a 
hill Hoping gradually to the fea. 

About this town are many hundreds of 
acres difpofed in vineyards, and gardens 
lor a great variety of other fruits, wdiich 
W'erc now chiefly ripe. 

At Coushan wc left the fea and turned 
nOVthWJird. After wc had pjiftcd the vine- 
yards belonging to the town, we .entered 
a very fine plain, through the middle of 

which 
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which runs a fmall river that has a 
neat ftone bridge of three arches over it. 
We now rode briikly inoft of the way, 
and arrived at half paft five o’clock at- 
Gabaza. 

• Gabaza is a fmall but neat* town, 
pleafantly fituated on the lide of a hill,' 

from the top of which is a very fine pro- 

■ 

fpe6t of the Archipelago, and part of 
its numerous illands. 

from thc<o\vn totlic fea, which is about 
three miles, is entirely covered with gar- 
dens, orchards, vineyards, and corn-fields. 

From Gabaza wo deparU'd at half paft 
fix o’clock on frcfii horfes, and pafsing 
through a very fine country near the fea, 
fometimes on the beach, arrived at a town 
called Maricar, where we remained an 
liour to refrefii. 

We fet out again; but, going very 
flowly,. it was two o’clock before we 
reached Scutari. 


Here 
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Here we rode down to the fea-beach, 
unfaddled our horfes, and remained till 
clay-break, when wc procured a boat, put 
into it what little baggage I had with me, 
and croflbd over to Constantinople to 

r 

have it examined at the Cuttom-houfe. 
The ofiicer fufi'ered it to pafs upon re-* 
cciving a piaftre; and we eroded over to 
Peba, to the hoiifc ol* Peter Tooke, 
Efq, the Eall India Company’s Agent, to 
whom I had letters of recommendation. . 

Constantinople havingbeen fo often 
deferibed by travellers, and being fo well 
known to Engliih readers, the author 
thinks it neither expecliiTit nor jiroper to 
fvvell this volume by accounts that can- 
not pofsibly polTefs either novelty or in- 
tercll to recommend them. His objebl 
has been to deferibe fuch parts as he has 
vifited, and which had been but little fre- 
quented by former travellers from Eng- 
land. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 25 . 

Having flayed a week at Constan- 
tinople, I obtained frcdi paflTpofts from 
the Porte, and from the Imperial Miniftcr 
Baron Herbert de Rathkaal, and at 
half pafl feven o’clock in the evening of 
tliis day fet out, accompanied by a Jani- 
zary, who was to be paid three hundred 
piaflres to condudl me to the frontiers. 

After travelling tw'o or tlucc miles from 
Constantinople, wo entered an open 
country without the fmallcfl marks of 
cultivation, and not bearing the Icaft ap- 
pearance of being in the vicinity of a 
large city. Even round the- city ilfelf the 
garden grounds and orchards are very final! 
in proportion to the population. 

At nine o’clock, looking back towards 
CaNSTANTiNOPLE, I oblcrved a dreadful 
fire, which my Janizary informed me was 
at Scutari. 

We 
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We continued our route over an open 
barren hilly country, travelling at the rate 
of five miles an hour; and at half pall ten 
o’clock arrived at a finall neat town called 
Chaque Medja. 

This town is plcafantly fcated at the 
head of a fait lake about fifteen miles 
long, but of very unequal breadth. The 
lake is about two hundred yards from the 
Archipelago, but has communication 
W'itli it by a very narrow channel over 
which is a ftonc bridge. 'J he ground 
being fwampy, there is a ftonc caufew^ay 
of about a quarter of a mile long, for the 
convenience of palfcngcis. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 26. ^ 

We fet out from Chaque Medja this 
morning at half part five o’clock ; and after 
crofsing the bridge and caufeway at the 
head of the lake, aieended fome hills, 
whence we had a very fine profpedt over 
the Archipelago and the furrounding 

country, 
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country, which had a more favourable ap- 
pearance than in the neighbourhood of 
Constantinople, it being in high cul- 
tivation and almofl; crowded with villages. 

After leaving fcveral vineyards on our 
right, we arrived at Beu Chaque Medjta 

at half paft eight o’clock. 

*1 

Beu Chaque Medja is a tolerably large 
tow'H, fituated on the weft fide of a hill at 
tlvc head of a fait lake about four miles 
long, which has communication with the 
fca. Here too is a Itonc bridge, and a 
caufe-way about a quarter of a mile long 
between the lake and the fea. 

J*Jearly oppofite to Beu Chaque 
Medja, on the Eaft fide of a hill, is a 
fmall neat town called' C allitratta, 
behind which are many vineyards, and on 
the fea before the town were fcveral fmall 
vellels riding at anchor. 

We left this place at half pad nine 
o’clock, and continued along the fliore, 

fometimes 
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fometimes on the beach ; and at about 
miles weft of Beu Chaque Medja we 
came to four villages lying nearly equidif- 
tant from each other, two being inland, 
and two near the Ihore. The firft- we 
came to, is called Comburgvs. It is a fmali 
village, but has many ruins about it, 
which imply that it has once been of 
more importance than it is at prefent. 

Continuing our route along the beach 
fix miles further, we reached a very neat 
town called Badus. Here is a confider- 
able building flanding on the beach, 
liaving part of its w'alls wafhed by the 
fea. It is a fquare ftruClure and vety 
lofty ; the whole is built entirely with 
hewn ftonc, has been very well ftnilhed, 
and ftill remains almoft entire. 

Soon after we left Badus, wc crofted 
fome hills, whence wc had a very fine 
profpccl over the fea. The wind being 
wefterly, there were about a dozen ftiips, 
befide great numbers of fmaller craft, 

going toward.s Constantinople. Within 

the 
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the iflands alfo there were three Turkilh 
Ihips of war returning from a cruize, • a 
fifty gun ftiip, a frigate, and a corvette* 
Thefc veflels were warping out of the har- 
bour the morning I arrived at Constan- 
tinople. 

We continued our journey along the 
fliore for near eight miles, leaving on our 
right a very finely cultivated country, 
which Hopes gradually down to the fea. 
After pafsing many vineyards and orchards 
for about a*milc, we arrived at Killhe- 
VER at half pall two o’clock. 

Killeever * is a large and populous 
town, which has once been well forti- 
fied, a great part of it being Hill fur- 
rounded by a ftrong w^all. * Some of the 
mofques and minarets are very handfome 
buildings. The lower part of the town is 
wafiied by the fea. We faw feveral vellcls, 
fome of about two hundred tons burden, 
riding at anchor in a very fine bay, which 


* Silivria in the Afsps, 

R 


appeared 
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appeared to me to be fo weti fheltered by 
^Ihe higii land -on each fide of it, that 
(hips might, in any weather, ride in 
fafety. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 27. 

From Killeever we fet ovt at three 
o’clock this morning, and journied about 
eight miles along the fea-fliore, fometimes 
on the beach. We then turned to our 
right, and, quitting the fea-coaft, palfed 
ever an open country, with little cultiva- 
tion and few inhabitants. The firft village 
we came to was Connyci.ue, where we 
arrived at half pall fix o’clock, and re- 
mained an hour to refrelh. After leaving 
CoNNYCLUE, we camc acrofs a very dreary' ' 
country, in which not a- tree nor a ftone 
was to be feen. The foil is very white, 
but is neither clay nor fand; ^^lnd what 
little vegetation there is, is nearly ^de- 
llroycd by innumerable quantities of 
ground fquirrels. 


The 
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The firft £gns of cultivation wc met 
with were the vineyards helonging to a 
lov/n called ChOuroe, and wliich are 
near tliree miles long. At Chourde we 
arrived about ten o’clock, and remained 
an hour, when we purfued our r^utc over 
an open barren country. About eight 
miles beyond Chouroe wc crofled a river, 
over which is a bridge of fifty arches, all 
built with hewn Hone, and neatly turned. 
So many arches, liowcver, did not appear 
by any means neceflary at prefent, as 
llicre was not a great body of water in the 
river. 

Wc now entered a country poflefsing 
higher cultivation and more inhabitants, 
aiul turned about a quarter of a mile 
ouf of our road, to feed out horfes at a 
tovVii called Carrastra^^. In a deep 
narrow valley near this town were three 
lofty ftone pillars, which, I was informed, 
were to fupport pipes for conveying water 
acrefs the valley to the town. 
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We only relied half an hour here, and 
then continued our route. Little variation 
occurred in the face of the country till 
we arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Borg AS, which we reached at half^pafl 
lix o’clock. Here our profpe6t was much 
enlivened by the appearance of a neat 
town, and trees interfperfed about the 
furrounding country; for wc had notfeen 
any, except a few fruit trees, fince we left 
the fea-coall. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 28. 

This morning vve fet out from Borgas 
at four o’clock, and foon after wc left the 
town entered a large foreft, in which we 
continued for about twenty miles without 
feeing either habitation or culture, till we 
reached a fmall village called Assibaly. 
From this place to Kirkleesan, about 
four miles, the whole way is covered with 
vineyards. 


We 
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We arrived at Kirkleesan at ten 
o’clock. This is a very large and,popu- .. 
lous town, having ten mofqucs and mina- 
rets, and feveral hummums. All the publiQ. 
buildings are of hewn ftone and marble, 
and*fome of them very handfome. Here 
we procured frefli horfes, having conti- 
nued upon the others all the way from 
Constantinople. 

At twelve o’clock we fet out from 
Kirkleesan, and foon entered a very 
woody hilly country, which abounded 
with fine marble. Being on frcih horfes 
wc rode briflely, and at three o’clock ar- 
rived at a finall village called Ericlee, 
around which there was a little cultiva- 
tion, the firft wc had met with fince we 
palled the vineyards of Kirkleesan. . 

V 

X 

^ t 

Wc did not Hop here, however, but 
continued our route without any delay till 
half pall four, when we arrived at a vil- 
lage called Canarea, where w'e put «p 
at a. Greek’s houfc to refrelh. The Greeks 
are a very civil obliging people, and our 
R 3 holt 
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brought- ds out the beft refreffiments he 
hdd' in the houfe. . In thefe fmall villages 
there are very fewTurks, and if there be one, 
it is almofl certain that he is a barber; but 
he will ftrut about and affume as much con- 
fcqucnce as a bartiavv. I had frequently ob- 
ferved llrofe great men in the little villages 
we pafl'ed through, and, on enquiry, 
was generally informed that they were 
barbers. This made me rather more atten- 
tive to the adlions of the one we met witli 
in til is village, who, after giving the falam 
in great form, came to converfe. with my 
Janizary. I was enabled ever afterwards 
to diftinguilh thefe important perfonages. 


Wc only remained here half an hour, 
and then continued our journey through 
fome very thick woods. At half pall 
fevon o’clock wc reached a village called 

u 

Faccue, wlicrc wc changed horfes, and 
fet out again at half pall eight. The 
whole of our road was through a clofe 
wood till we arrived at a town called 
Karrapoonar, which we reached at half 
pall twelve o’clock. 

5 


The 
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The diilancc from Kirklbesan 
Faccue is thirty-fix miles, and from 
thence tq Karrapoonar fifteen. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 

From Karrapoonar we fet out at 
four o’clock. For tHe firft two hours our 
road was through very thick woods, and I 
obferved that our route had been nearly 
due North ever fince we left the fca-coaft. 

At eight o’clock we arrived at a village 
called Benlee, where we ftopt half an 
hour at a Greek’s Iioufc to rcfrelh. The 
mafter of the houfc had two very beau- 
tiful daughters. I'hc Greeks in general 
have handfome features; but thefe parti- 
cularly attracted my attentron. They, as 
well as the peafantry in general, had a 
very ridiculous cuftom of tying all their 
treafure round their necks; and I have ac- 
tually feen fome wear three or four 
hundred Venetian fequins perforated and 

R fattened' 
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’faftened round Iheir necks with filk ftrings. 
This cuAom, however, is confined to the 
unmarried part of the fex, wives having 
no ornament whatever on ' that part of 
their perfons. 

An arm of the Black Sea reaches 

within two miles of Ben lee, which in 

part feparates Romalia from Bulgaria. 

« 

After we left Benlee the country had 
a better appearance, exhibiting a great 
deal of cultivation all the way ‘to Idos, 
which we reached at ten o’clock. It 
abounded with fine cattle, all milk-white 
except their cars and the end of the tail, 
which were brown ; there were alfo many 
bulTalocs. 

Idos is a tolerably large town, and 
plcafantly fituated) Many of the houfes 
are built within a compound, fimilar to 
thofe of the Bramins and Nairs in India, 
which makes the town at adiftance appear 
much larger than it really^is. 


The 
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The peafantry here feparatc the com 
from the ftraw by the fame method as in 
Asia Minor, and which I have bbferved 
to be adopted in all countries where the 
rains are periodical. They make a ring 
about forty yards round, fometimes of 
' clay, and fometimes paved. Tlfby then 
bring their corn fromjthe field, and throw 
it in a heap in the middle of the ring. 
They have a fledge too, which is fome- 
times drawn by bullocks, fometimes by 
horfes, and fome of thefe have pieces of 
iron driven into the bottom to cut the 
ftraw as it goes round ; though in others 
I have feen flint Itoncs faflened to the 
bottom. l-ipon the fledge is a heavy 
weight. Bclide the pcilon w-ho drives 
the cattle,, another is employed with a 
fork in tofsing the ftraw from the ring if 
the'^rain is extrafted, and taking frefli 
from the heap in the middle. In this 
manner they are enabled to continue till 
they have extradled the whole of their 
corn, without being in any danger of 
having it fpoiled by rain. This is much 

quicker 



950 A JOVSNEY FROM INDIA, 

quicker, and ca/ier too, than our mode of 
thraihing in England. 

As the weather in England, is local, 
perhaps more fo than in any other part of 
the world, and cannot be depended upon 
many ddys together, might not thofe who 
have large farms and exlcnfive buildings 
follow a limilar plan, or even build fheds, 
which would anfwcr as well, and abate 
much of the very heavy labour of thrafti- 
ing? By this mode they would alfo fave 
time, and confcqucntly be better able to 
attend to the cultivation and improvement 
of their lands. 

We fet out from Idos at twelve o’clock 
on frefti horfes; and at two miles beyond 
the town entered an extenfive foreft, "in 
which we continued till feven o’clock, 
when we crofled a pretty ample river 
called Derra, and arrived at a fmall town 
named Chenga near its banks. 


. Tho 
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Tho road through the fore{^ W^£b<ne- 

times very bad. We followed tbe.^bed of 

. a river for an hour, which was rough an<f 

rocky, and the horfes were fometimes in 

dangler. Though we were frequently near 

the Black Sea, the trees were fo very 

• thick that I had not often ah opportunity 

of feeing it ; yet wc were fometimes with*? 

in two hundred yards of the beach, and 
* 

faw a Ihip Handing tOW&rds Constanti- 
isroPLE. 

The fopeft in many places has the 
underwood cleared away to encourage 
the growth of the oaks ; and there being a 
great many of thefe, and fomc very line 
timber among them, from their vicinity 
to the lea they may be Ihipped with little 
trouble. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30 . 

We fet out from Cheng a at four 
o’clopk,' and after pafsing a little cultiva- 
tion near the town entered another thick 

foreft> 
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foreft'j; which led us to a village cdled 
Enechee, after crofsing a river bearing 
‘the fame name about eight miles from 
Chenga. 

We icon came to another foreft, in 
which we continued till wc arrived near 
Pravadee, which we reached at feven 
o’clock. 

t 

Pravadee is a large and well inha- 
bited town, containing many very good 
buildings. It is litiiatcd in a ntirrow i ale 
running N. and S. between two lleep 
rocky hills. We remained here an hour 
to refrelli and change horfes. 


Afcending the hill on the weftern fide, 
we had a fine profpe6t of the furrounding 
country, and on^ the top, of th^ hill on 
the eafl: fide of Pravadee is another large 
town called Disdarchue. 

We now entered a fine country, and 
paflfed through a great many villages in 
liigh cultivation, and abounding in or- 
2 chards 
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chards and vineyards. Moft kinds fruit 
were now ripe, in great plenty, and very 
cheap, as were likewife provifions of all 
kinds. 

Our road lay now more Weft, and wc 
pafted through a remarkably fine country 
in the neighbourhood of a town called 
Chelepcha, twenty miles Weft from 
Pravadee. 

On leaving Chelepcha we pafled a 
village on our right called Madara ; then 
rode acrofs an extenfive plain for twelve 
miles, and at three o’clock arrived at 
Chumloo. 

' This is a very populous town, and, 
though not regularly fortified, is of great 
natural ftrength from its fitliation, having 
a fteep niountaifi behind the town, forming 
a femicirele, on which the Turks have 
planted fcveral batteries of cannon. 

During the late war a confiderable 
Rufsian army appeared in the plains before 

this 
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ihi&itown, and defeated the Turkish forces. 
The lattei^ retreated into the town, and 
threw up a mud wall with a fofie and 
paling before the town, and up each iidc 
of the mountain. [This temporary forti- 
fication Hill remains entire.] As the 
Rufsian ^rmy approached the town, the 
Turks played upon them from their bat- 
teries on the mountain. The Rufsians 
here loft their General and retreated. 

On the weftern fide of the mountain is 
a thick foreft wdiich is perfcdlly “inaccefsi- 
ble to an army. 

We left Chumloo at five o’clock cm 
frelh horfes, and, travelling weftward 
through a well cultivated country, came 
at twelve o’clock to a large toiyn calleSi 
Arnootka, iituated in a valley. At one 
we reached Rasgrat; and tlfis is reckon- 
ed thirty-two miles from CHVMlXr^. 


THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 31, 

half pad fix wc fct out from Ras- 
GRAT on frefli horfes, and at eight o’clock 
dopped an hour to refrefli at & village 
called UcHENCHA. 

We now rode for near forty miles 
through one of the fined countries 1 had 
yet fecn, with corn and ploughed land on 
each fide ’as far as the eye could reach. 

At fix o’clock we arrived at Rochuke, 
but could not fee the town till we were 
within half a mile of it, being fituated on 
the banks of the Danube at the foot of a 
bill, which continues for feveral miles near 
the Danube, and is covered with vine- 
yards. * 

RochU!^ is a large populous town 
about ttferfize of Liverpool. We did 
not, howeVep, dop here, but crofled the 
Danube, dnd landed about three miles 

, below- 
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below on the oppofite fide, at a town 
called Ergnoff. The Danube is here 
an ample river, but does not appear to me 
fo large as cither the Euphrates or .Ti- 
gris. 

fi 

“Wc rdfreflied at Ergnoff, and waited 
near two hours for horfes and carts, in 
which \vc were conveyed to a village 
called CoPucHEN, Where we arrived at 
eleven o’clock. On enquiry, I found that 
this was the manner in which I was . 
travel through Wallachia. Thefe poll 
carts are light, and run very eafy upon 
four wheels. They have not, either about 
the cart or the horfes furniture, thoi 
fmallcft particle of iron or other metal 
whatever. The horfes arc fmall, but run 
very faft; for w6 travelled, upon an avet- 
age, rather quicker than by the anail 
coaches in England. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 

• 

JVe fet out this morning at fix o’clock* 
I had one pofi-cart with three horfes, and 
my Janizary another with tlie fame num- 
ber. We met with no cultivation till 
nine o’clpck, when we reached a village 
called CalligvrraV, where we break- 
faft^d and remained till half pad ten. 

We then refumed our journey through 
a very fine country, though little culti- 
vated. The foil, however, appears well 
Adapted for culture, being a ftrong brown 
earth, very even, and not a ftone to be 
feen Ahe natural produce of the place. 

Ai twelve o’clock we eroded a large 
river called Arjects over a bridge of boats 
made iaft by a cable. Loofe pieces of 
wood, half fquared, were .laid athwart 
the boats, which made it very difagree- 
ble .crowing. We then continued our 
route t||pough a fine country in which 

Sf little 
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lH.tle corn was grown, exqcpt maize, and! 

I at three o'clock reached BvkArest, the' 
capital of V^allaciiia> and the jfefidence 
of IIOSPODAR. 

I row made ufe of the letteraf of intrcH 
bn which I had received from the 
ftipoi' Minifter Baron Herbert de 
'Ratv i vL at Constantinople to M. 
©E hi. .iKELius, the Imperial Conful Ge- 
neral here; from whom I received the 
greateft civilities, and at whofe houfe I 
remained till Monday the 4th. 

He politely took me in bis carriage all 
round the environs of Bukarest, and 
gave me every information that I could 
wifli refpedting the country, 

«• 

Bukarest is a very extenfive and po- 
pulous city, containing three hundred and 
lixty Greek churches, one Roman and one 
Lutheran chapel, and a few convents. 
Here are no Turkilh mofqucs, nor are 
they permitted to be built in any part of 
the province. Gentlemen's cartH^cs are 

here 
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here very numerous, and a man is looked- 
upon in no other light than aS a fervant or ^ 

a peafant, who docs not keep one. A 
Coach, with a pair of horfes and a driver, 
hiay be all kept here for fifty pounds 
Iferliiig. The coachmen and footmen 
in general Egyptian flaves. 

There is much ii^trigiie carried on ill 
the higher clafles, particularly anio:>; the * 
married people. A man never lees his in- 
tesnded bride till they exchange rings, a 
ceremony that takes place a few days be- 
fore the marriage ; for the parents or 
guardians of both parties make up the 
match without alking the confent of 
cither. 

m 

In a very iliort time after, the marriage 
ceremony the parties generally difeontinue 
fleeping together, each carrying on their 
refpedtivc intrigues. The ladies ufually 
keep their feparatc carriages, 'as a coach, 
with a proper equipage, is commonly a part 
of th*e marriage portion. The unmarried 

S 2 young 
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young ladies, however, are kept up as 
clofe as in a nunnery, and acre not per- 
mitted to keep company with any men 
whatever until the ceremony of exchang- 
ing rings with their intended hufbands^as 
taken place. 

I believe there arc few people in the 
world, particularly ajnong thofei who call 
thcmfelves Chriftians, that make more 
profefsions of religion than thefe people, 
and in reality have lefs. In fome of the 
churches here they have prayers continu- 
ally from morning till night, and thefe are 
chaunted as in Catholic chapels. 

Their language is harmonious, fome- 
thing refcmbling the Greek, and indeed 
has feveral Greek cbaradtei's in it. 

Wallachia poflefles in general a rich 
foil, but is rather woody.* In the greatell 
part of the province there is fcarccly a 
hill or done the natural produce of the 
country. Their corn is chiefly maize, of 

which 
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which they have a great quantity; yet 
good wheaten bread is to be had in the 
larger towns. 

Provifions of all kinds arc very cheap; 
and I bought a 'fine fowl for lix Turkihi 
parra, value about three halfpence ftcrling. 

The inhabitants in general are Greeks, 
and they have not Aany foreigners among 
them. In the larger towns, however, 
there arc fomc Jews and a few Germans. 

They crc6t crucifixes near the roads; 
fomc of thefe arc of ftonc, but they are 
chiefly made of wood. All, however, 
are painted; fomc having Jesus Christ, 
fomc the Virgin Mary, others the 
Twelve Apoflles, fome the 1 cn Command- 
ments, prayers, &c. depuSlcd on them, 
Thefe crucifixes are very numerous, and 
moft of the country people make their 
obedience as they pafs them. 

The province is well watered; the 
bridges arc all built with wood ; but they 

S 3 have 
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%ivc a very ridiculous cudom of laying 
loofy pieces of half-fquared timber acrofs 
Hhe bridges, which frequently give way 
under the horfes feet. 


AiONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 

Having provided fome neceflarics and 
provifions for my joun[tcy, as well as fome 
trifles which I miglyt have occafion for 
while performing quarantine, I took leave 
of my kind hoft, M. de Merkelius, td 
whom I am apprchenfivc that I .mull al- 
ways remain indebted. 

I had here a poft-cart funilar to what J 
came in, but with four horfes, for I wiflied 
to travel as quick as pofsible. I had a 
Janizary to accompany me, who rode on^ 
horfeback, and was of much fervice in 
interpreting, as well as in providing horfes, 
fo as to prevent unneceflary delays. I was 
anxious to arrive at the LAzaretto before 
fun-fet the following day, as I lliould 
thereby fave a whole day and night. I 

travelled, 
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travelled, therefore, much fafter than 
eould have expected, and even quicker' 
than the mail in England, as will ap^ 
p^ar by the following dillances and towns 
through which 1 palled^ 


German Poflsg 


BUKARESTtoPoLONTINE li 

Florest 2 

Gieat 3 

GlEKjpUOFF .2 

Fittest 1 *- 

Moara H 

Argish 2 

Salatrook ...... 3 J 

Perishaw 2 

Keenen . ...... 2 


RothenThurnPass,| 

where I performed quarantine, 3 ^ ^ 

, ^ 22f! 

^yhicli, reckoning 12* Engljflr miles to a 
German poll, |s 270 miles. 

The above are not the only towns 
through which I palfed ; but are fpecified 
bejn^ the places appointed for fre/h 
S i Jiorfcs, 
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•S^rfes, which are always kept ready on 
'purpose to convey the German mails, and 
tro paid for that fervice by M. DR Mer- 
MSLivs, who has great part of the 
nagement of forwardings the German pod 
from Constantinople to the frontiers, 
and through whofe hands all the Ball 
India Company’s difpatchcs pafs, on their 
way to Vienna, 

f 

I arrived at the Ro^'hen Thurn Pass 
at five o’clock in the afternoon of the 
5th September, when my quarantine com- 
menecd. I had brought letters from M. 
DE Merkelius to the Diredlor of the 
Lazaretto, however^ which proved of 
much fervice ; for I was in confequcnce 
particularly attended to, had a feiwant 
appointed to wait on me, and was fupplied* 
with plenty of the beft provilions, wine, 
and fruits. 

When at Constantinople, I withed 
much to come through SeRvia and Bel- 
ORADE, and to perform quarantine at 
Semlin, but was induced to decline 

coming 
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coming that route on being informed, thatr 
1 ihould be detained thirty day^; whereas 
by this route 1 thould only be delayed tea 
days«by the quarantine. This route alfo 
being appointed by the Germans for con- 
ducting the poft,^ I experienced no othet 
•detention whatever; in the other, Ifliould 
have been liable to many delays. 

My Janizary and myfelf had travelled 
fo faft as actually to keep in company with 
the poll till after vve eroded the Danube, 
when I folind myfelf fo much fatigued 
that I preferred remaining all night to 
continuing with the poft any longer. I 
have often had the vanity to think that I 
was as able to endure fatigue and haid> 
ihips as moft men, always enjoying a 
godd ftrong conftitution, and from choice 
having been accuftomed, to live tempe- 
rately; but I have had experience enough 
to know, that 1 mull fubmit to the Turks, 
wliofe patience and pcrfevcrance in per- 
forming the longcll journies exceed all 
belief^ 


From 
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* Froip the flight of the 25 th AugufI to 
the evening of the 31ft, | had travelled fix 
^Inindred and feyenty-fwo Englifti miles, 
as will appear by the following diftapees,, 
given me by M. de. hlERKELivs, the Di- 
joftor of the Poft, and on whofe' know- 
ledge dnd verapity I ^ay hayc perfedl^ 
dcpendenccji 

/ German 

ijFrom Constantii^pi:.e to Rochukb 
on the Danube, through Romalia 

and Bulgaria 50 

TFrom Erguoff on the Danube to 
Bukarest 6 

56; 

which, reckoning 12 Englifti milps to ^ 
German peft, is 672 miles. 

The latter has bepn accurately afccr- 
tained by the German engineers, who had 
the conducting of artillery to Erguqff ii\ 
the late war. 

On the 14th September ray quarantine 
expired, the day pn which I arrived being 

jeckpnecl 
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pckoned as one, becaufe I vj^as there 
fpre fun-fet. As there ^as no carria^ 
ready, the Dirc(?tor recommended me tc^ 
wai^ till the following morning, the poft 
being CEpedted at fix o’clock. After 
breakfafting with the Diredlor, who made 
many apologies* for not attending me 
betterj being prevented from having any 
communication, I made his two chil- 
dren a prefent, and look my leave, per- 
fectly fatisfied with lire condiiCt, 

’ I fet out ill the poll-cart, a carriage 
built on purpofe, and with better accom- 
modations and more conveniencies than 
the Wall ACH iAN; though both arc very 
light. 

•Our road for the firft fix miles was near 
the banks of the river Xlauta, with 
very high hills and thick woods on each 
|ide. I'here ar^^many Hcep narrow palfes 
here, but juft broad enough for the car- 
riage, and whiclf have been cut out of 
file (olid rocks.' 


At 
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At Boetbhar all my paflports, and 
certificates 'of having performed the <jua- 
fantine^ were examined. 

After getting through thofe pafies^we 
entered a fine open country, in which nu- 
merous villages and fome confiderable 
towns were to be feen, and the greater 
part of the whole was cultivated, 

7 . 

At eleven o’clock wc arrived at Herr- 
MANSTADT, the capital of Transyl- 
vania. 

Here I delivered the letter which I had 
brought from the Imperial Miniitcr at 
Constantinople to the General Com- 
mandant of the province, who behaved 
very politely, and made me welcome ‘at 
his houfe. He .entertained a very high 
opinion of the Englifti, (by whofe troops 
he, had once been t^en prifoner when in 
Flanders) but knew yery little of the 
language; for he often repeated all that 
he knew of it, which were only - two 
words, the common exprefsion in fwear- 
52 ing, 
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ing, which he faid he learned while a pri^' 
foner. 

The paiTports I had received from the 
Imperial Minifter at Constantinople 
(for what purpofe I cannot fay) mentioned 
that I was a bachelor, which thS General 
obferving, he wiftied me much to marry 
a Germap, faying that they had plenty 
of very handfomc ^men, and that if 1 
would fix upon any one, he would pledge 
himfclf that I Ihould not meet with a re- 
Aifal In the whole province. 

Herrmanstadt is a tolerably well 
built city. The promenade is very 
plcafant, and they have alfo a very hand- 
forae tlieatre. Their mufic is excellent. 
Having the advantage of fome of the firft 
German performers. The people are very 
polite, and obferve piuch formality; for 
no perfon above- the rank of a feryant can 
walk in the ftreets without a fword by his 
f|de. They are alfo very particular in 
their drefies; and a native of the province 
wears a drefs fimilar to what was worn in 

England 
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upwards of a hundred yeafi 
ago, viz, a long coat almbft teaching td 
the gr6und» trimmed all round with fur ; 
a pair of boots like thofc of out heRvy 
bavalry, with a cocked hat fomething like 
a Dutch fkipper’s. People from every 
province *are known here by their rcfpec- 
live d reflet; and even every tradefmah i§ 
difringuifhed by his apparel. 

‘Whoever vifits this city, if he can fpard 
two hours, fhould not negledt feeing 
Baron Brukenthal*s exteniive colledtion 
of the moft valuable paintings, many of 
which are by the firft matters, Guido, 
Rubens, Rembrant, &c. His antique 
coins, medals, and other curiollties, alfo 
are well worth feeing. His library is very 
extenfive, and conlidered of great value. 
He has likewife a. beautiful garden about 
half a mile out of the city, laid out after 
the Englifh tafre. 


The Baron is almofr 80 years of age; he 
was many ycara Civil Governor of this pro- 
vince> and fpeaks EngUlh tolerably well. 

Tran- 
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• ■ ' '«* 

ITrAksylvania is, generally fpeakinj^i^^ 
fit line country, but capable of much im<^ 
provenient. It produces great quantities 
of imoft kinds of grain, and flax of .a very 
goo^. quality, which k man ufa^ured intG 
iinen^ 

Tlie nobility are for the rnoft part Very 
proud, and keep thek peafanlry in a fiate 
of flavery; for out ®f fix days in th» 
week the peafant is omiged to labour four 
for his maflcr, having only the remaining 
two days f6r himfclf^ 

k 

This province pays to the Emperor in 
^ taxes of all kinds 1,500,000 florins annu- 
ally, which is chiefly impofed upon the 
land, for what the citizens pay is very 
trifling indeed* 

I bought at Herrmanstadt a carriage 
of that kind called a calafh, being much 
, more commodious^ than the common poft- 
carts, as in cafe of rain the paflengers can 
throw the calafh over them for flieltcr. 

9 • They 
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irtiey run upon four wheels, and are very 
eafy in their motion. 

Beildc the letters to the Gci^ral 
Commandant, I had others to Hadjee 
******t^ banker, who introduced 
me to fwo Greek merchants that were 
going to Vienna, and recommended me 
to take them in my carriage. ^ As they 
were acquainted with the language, I 
* agreed to it, and oft the 1 8th September 

we fet out from Herrmanstadt. 

* « 

We travelled poft, and without any 
delay, by day and night, till we arrived 
at Temeswar, the capital of Banate, 
where we were detained a few hours to 
have our palTports examined. This being 
a ilrong fortification, the cdHcers were very 
particular in examining all Grangers, and 
1 was obliged to go before the General 
Commandant, with whom 1 converfed in 
Latin. When informed that 1 was an 
Englifhman he ihewed'me much atten> 
tion. 


The 
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The BAiTATE vs a very fine provine'^»‘ 
the greater part of it being level and well 
cultivated, elxcept on that fide adjoining 
to Transylvania, which is mountainous 
anc^ woody. 

Provifiotts of all kinds arc good and 
cheap ; and their wines are excellent, par- 
ticularly at a large t(^wn called Luoos. 

The two Greek merchant'?, my compa- " 
nions, continued to pay on the road, and 
I obferved* them frequently endeavouring 
to cheat the poft mafters and poftilions. , 
When we flopped at an inn too, they be- 
haved very lhabbily. I confidcred myfclf 
difgraced by fuch condu6t; but when at 
lafl they even attempted to impofc upon 
me, I thought it high time^ to break off 
all connedtion with thqmj which I did 
immediately on our arrival at Pest. 

This condirt?!: in the Greek, merchants 
confirmed the <^inion 1 had always en- 
tertained of thofe people,, who may 
be faid to be in a degraded flate, and 

T whole 
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^hofe flag is not ’fefpe6ted by other na- 
tibns. It might be thought illiberal to 
enumerate the various nations ,and people 
whofe conduct IhouTd be watched wiih a 
jealous eye; in Asia, however, I may 
mention the Armenian; in Europe, the 
Greeks %nd Jews. 1 have witnefled the* 
low chicanery of the two former, and I 
believe we liave here almoft daily proofs 
of the latter. On Ihe contrary, I have 
obferved, that whenever the flag of any 
nation is rcfpcifted, the people of that na- 
tion condu(5l; thcmfelvcs in a manner that 
will at all times command refpe<?l:. 1 hefe 
conlldcrations convince me, how mucif 
every individual ought to confldcr himfelf 
interefled in fupporting the dignity of his 
national character. 

Pest is at prefent the capital of the 
kingdom of Hungary. It is a large and 
populous city, and has been much im- 
proved within the laft flit years, great ‘ 
part of the city having been entirely re- 
built. It is I'eatcd on the left banks of 
the Danube. 


On 
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On tlie oppoHte of the river is 
city of Often, nearly as large as Pestj^' 
and Tctniirkablc for its excellent yfintaj' 
which are held in much efteenx all over 
thq Empire. 

Offen is /ituated on the lidc^f a hill 
facing the South, which 'is covered with 
vineyard^ for about fix miles below tbci 
city. The wine is red and fomething likD 
port, but has a firon^r body and ^ verjU 
rough. Wchave a profpe6t irf” fome of 
this wine* reaching England, astliey are 
now cutting a canal from Vienna to 
Trieste, 

On the river Danube below Pest, are 

* 

many floating corn-mills, which arc ad- 
mirably adapted for the purpofe. Ihe 
vefldt. on which the mills arc built arc al- 
ways kept afloat, and at anchor, in the 
middle of the fiream ; the wheel is turned 
by the current; and I am of opinion, that 
mills built on a limilar conilrudion might 
be made ferviceable on the river Thames, 
T 2 w'ithout 
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4l|j||l3iout obftri)^tfig tho^ Davigs^n ; for 
We have too many ipf^cea of Bour and 
' hfead advancing in pi^, on i||^ount of 
the mills in the neighbourhood^^ bgjng 
able to raife a fufhcient fupply, pgiticu- 
larly in dry feafons. 

On the 25th September, at foyr in the 
alternoon, 1 iet out from Pest, and ar- 
iited at Vienna at f2 o’clock at night. 
«JCbe» <cpad was in g^eral tolerably good, 
and 1 travelled about as quick as does 
the mail coach in England. • 

9 

At Vienna I remained nearly three 
weeks, being much ^stti^ed with the 
Journey ; and during my ftay I received 
many civilities from Sir Morton Eden 
(now Lord Henley) the Britifh Minifrer. 

On the I2th 0<Slober I left Vienna, 
coming through Bohemia, and remain- 
ing two days at Prague to iSftie a view of 
the city and its envirom*^ 


leaving 
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Learmg Prague I came on to Di^|| 
DEN, the capital of Saxony, wb^re I re* 
maincd Wo daysy and did not coniider my 
tirate mis-fpent. There is a degree of ele- 
in this city and the neighbourhood* 
fuperior to any thing that I have elfewhere 
feen. The gallery is fuppofed to contain 
the Jargeft and heft collection of painting 
in Europe, and it^ had lately received 
confiderabte additions.; for, on the Frent!^ 
entering Italy, many of the beft 
were conveyed to Dresden, as a place of 
fafety. 

After leaving Dresden, 1 travelled 
through LeiEsick, Halle, Halber> 
STADT, Bronswick-Lunenburg, and to 
Hamburgh, which 1 reached on the 
evening of the 28th October. 


THE END. 
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